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(57) ABSTRACT 
A cabinet housing which comprises a one-piece core 
defining all of the side walls and the back wall of the 
housing and individual sheet-metal members overlying 
the back wall within the housing and pushed onto 
each of the side walls from the open end of the hous 
ing. The side wall members have flanges reaching be 
hind the back of the one-piece body and are formed 
with alternating tongues and notches interdigitating 
with the tongues and notches along the edges of the 
back wall member. 

4 Claims, 11 Drawing Figures 
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CONTAINER IN PARTICULAR FOR USE AS 
BATHROOM CABINET 

This invention relates to a container, in particular for 
use as a bathroom cabinet, having a hollow space de 
fined by side walls and a further wall acting as the back 
or bottom. 
Containers of the type known heretofore have been 

made of wood or sheet metal chiefly. However, the 
proper working of these materials entails a relatively 
high expenditure of work, time and cost. Moreover, 
wood is very hygroscopic and therefore only of limited 
suitability for use in damp rooms such as bathrooms, 
while larger containers made from sheet metal often 
lack the necessary rigidity. 
The present invention has as its object to obviate 

these disadvantages. The invention achieves this by 
producing all walls together with the back in the form 
of a single (i.e., one-piece) molding of hard foamed 
plastics, the walls being clad with U-shaped profiled 
bodies which are pushed thereon from the front so as 
to be covered completely inside, outside and at the 
front edges. 
Hard foamed plastics of this kind combine high di 

mensional stability with low specific weight. Containers 
made from such materials are therefore not only very 
light, but may be clad with thin and hence lightweight 
material due to the high rigidity of the foamed plastic 
body. 
The accompanying drawing shows by way of example 

an embodiment of the invention, and wherein: 
FIG. 1 shows a front view of the container designed 

as a bathroom cabinet, in the position for use; 
FIG. 2 is a vertical section taken along the line II-II 

of FIG. 1; 
FIG. 3 is a horizontal section taken along the line III 

-III of FIG. 1; 
FIG. 4 shows fragmentarily a detail from FIG. 1 on 

an enlarged scale; 
FIG. 5 is a diagrammatic view of a side wall cladding 

profile; 
FIG. 6 is a diagrammatic view of a cladding profile 

for an end wall; 
FIG. 7 shows a diagrammatic view of the back wall 

covering plate; 
FIG. 8 is a longitudinal section of the molding form 

ing the container, placed on its back for fitting the wall 
claddings; 
FIG. 9 is a corresponding longitudinal section show 

ing the side wall claddings; 
FIG. 10 is a part-sectional view taken along the line 

X-X of FIG. 1, on an enlarged scale; 
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FIG. 11 is a part-sectional view taken along the line 
IX-IX of FIG. 1, on an enlarged scale. 
Referring to the drawing, numerals 1 to 4 designate 

four side walls, and 5 denotes the back wall of a con 
tainer closable with a hinged door 6, which may be em 
ployed, say, as a bathroom cabinet. The side walls 1 to 
4 and the back wall 5 consist of a single moulding of 
hard foamed plastics, such as polyvinyl chloride, poly 
urethane, polystyrene, phenolformaldehyde resin, etc. 
The inside of the back wall 5 is lined with a covering 
piece 7 consisting of, say, sheet metal, whereas the side 
walls 1 to 4 have cladding profiles 8 to 11 pushed there 
over, thus covering the side walls completely inside, 
outside and at the front edges. 
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2 
The cladding profiles 8 to 11 have an open box shape 

with two sides a and b and a web c joining them. The 
outer side a of the box profile has its free end angled 
at d, and it is longer than the inner side b by the thick 
ness of the back wall 5 approximately. Along their free 
edges the inner sides b have projections or tongues e 
and gaps or notches fon the mortice and tenon princi 
ple. The covering piece 7 fitting over the back wall 5 
also has projections g and corresponding gaps h along 
its ends, the projections g of the covering piece 7 being 
displaced by the width of one projection in relation to 
the projections e of the cladding profiles 8 and 10 so as 
to interdigitate therewith. The sides of the covering 
piece 7 are similarly alternately provided with projec 
tions i and gaps k. Measured over the projections i the 
width B of the covering piece 7 corresponds to the in 
side width of the foamed plastics moulding, the gaps k 
having less depth than the gaps h along the end edges, 
the depth of the gaps k corresponding to the material 
thickness D of the cladding profiles. Recessed into the 
back wall 5 is a groove 12 extending along the side 
walls 1 to 4. Other grooves 13 are recessed into the side 
walls 1 and 3 of the foamed plastics molding immedi 
ately above the back wall 5. 
To fit the back wall 5 with the covering piece 7, the 

latter is bent somewhat as indicated by the dash-dotted 
lines in FIG. 8. As soon as the projections g of the cov 
ering piece 7 engage the gaps 13 of the side walls 1 and 
3, the covering piece 7 straightens out owing to its in 
herent springiness, whereupon its rests flat against the 
back wall 5. The depth of the gapsh corresponds to the 
depth of the grooves 13 plus the material thickness D 
(FIG. 6) of the cladding profiles. 
With the covering piece 7 fitted into the foamed plas 

tics moulding in the manner described, the cladding 
profiles 8 to 11 can be pushed over the side walls 1 to 
4. To do thiss the outer sides a of the profiles must be 
bent out somewhat on account of the angled edged, as 
shown in FIG.9. With the cladding profiles completely 
pushed over the side walls, their projections e engage 
the groove 12 recessed into the back wall, while at the 
same time they engage through gaps h and k the edges 
of the covering piece 7. In this position the sides a pf 
the cladding profiles spring back and rest close up to 
the side walls of the foamed plastic molding, the angled 
edges d obtaining a hold on the back wall 5. To ensure 
a positive bond between the cladding profiles and the 
foamed plastics moulding, the angled edges d are 
crimped at m in places as shown in FIGS. 10 and 11. 
The foamed plastics mouldings can be produced eas 

ily, quickly and very inexpensively, and the cladding 
can be applied simply, without great effort and in a 
minimum of time. It should be emphasized in particular 
that practically no tools are required for assembly. 
For bathrooms cabinets the hinged door 6 is prefera 

bly fitted with a mirror. If desired the inside of the cabi 
net may be provided with shelves and divided into vari 
ous compartments. 
What I claim is: 
1. A box-like container adapted to be used as a bath 

room cabinet comprising: 
a one-piece molded hard-foam plastic core of rectan 
gular outline and a back wall portion with four side 
wall portions contiguous with one another and pro 
jecting forwardly from said back wall portion; 
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a sheet metal member overlying the innerface of said 
back wall portion and reaching substantially to said 
side wall portions around its periphery; 

substantially U-profile sheet metal side wall members 
pushed onto said side wall portions and having 
inner legs reaching to said back wall member, webs 
overlying the forward edges of said side wall por 
tions, outer legs flanking said side wall portions and 
reaching to the rear face of said back wall portion, 
and inwardly turned flanges overlying and engaging 
said rear face. 

2. The container defined in claim 1 wherein said 
inner legs are provided with alternating tongues and 
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4. 
notches and said periphery of said rear wall member is 
provided with alternating tongues and notches interdig 
itating with the tongues and notches of said inner legs. 

3. The container defined in claim 2 wherein said 
body is formed along the inner junction of said side wall 
portions and said rear wall portions with innerwardly 
opening grooves receiving tongues of one of said mem 
bers. 

4. The container defined in claim 3 wherein said 
flanges are formed with bent portions received in reces 
ses of complementary shape formed in said rear face. 
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