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This invention relates generally to holders for napkins 
and particularly to a napkin holder designed for use on 
a table or counter surface to dispense paper napkins. 

In restaurants, lunch counters and the home, paper 
napkins are frequently used. in order for such napkins 
to be of maximum use they must be readily accessible 
so that persons desiring to use the same can obtain them 
immediately. Also, when napkins are disposed for use 
they must be maintained in orderly fashion. 

For the most part, napkin dispensers have been cum 
berSome to use and unpleasant in appearance. 
The invention herein disclosed has as its principal object 

the furnishing of a napkin holder which is light in weight 
and smooth in operation. 
Another object of this invention is to provide a napkin 

holder which is pleasant in appearance and economical 
to manufacture. 
A further object of this invention is to provide a napkin 

holder which will dispense napkins singly and which will 
operate without care over long periods of time. 
A napkin holder embodying the invention and the man 

ner of using the same is described herein with references 
to the drawings in which: 

FIG. 1 is a front perspective view of a napkin holder 
constructed in accordance with the teachings of this in 
vention with portions theereof broken away to disclose 
the inner structure thereof; . 

FiG. 2 is a front elevational view of the napkin holder 
shown in FIG. 1 with portions thereof broken away and 
a Supply of napkins positioned therein; 

FIG. 3 is a partial sectional view taken along the line 
3-3 in the direction of the arrows as indicated in FIG. 1, 
showing in detail the structure by which the front cover 
of the napkin holder is maintained in position; and 
FG. 4 is an exploded segmental view of the napkin 

holder illustrating the means for engaging the front plate 
to the remainder of the assembly. 
A napkin holder constructed in accordance with the 

teachings of this invention is shown in FIG. 1 and indicated 
generally therein as well as in the remaining figures by 
the numeral 0. Napkin holder 10 consists of a unitary 
box-like structure indicated generally in the figures by 
the numeral 11 and a front cover plate 12 which is 
designed to snap into position in front of structure 11 
to form the external portion of the napkin holder. 
The unitary structure or box-like member 11 consists 

essentially of a back member which is substantially rec 
tangular in configuration and which is formed to have 
a configuration closely approximating the configuration of 
a napkin of the group of napkins to be placed therein. 
The back member is indicated in the drawings by the 
numeral 13 and has projecting perpendicularly therefrom 
in a forward direction toward the viewer in FIG. 1 a 
top member 14, bottom member 15 and two side mem 
bers indicated in the figures by the numerals 16 and 17, 
respectively. The top member 4 is formed with an 
arcuate notched portion in the forward periphery thereof. 
The notched portion is symmetrical about the center of 
the top member 14 and is indicated in the figures by the 
numeral 14. An ornamental flange 18 extends along 
the bottom and front edges of the side members and fur 
ther extends along the front edge of the top member 
including the arcuate notched portion E4'. This orna 
mental flange 18, in addition to providing ornamentation 
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to the napkin holder, also provides additional strength 
along the edges. It should be noted that the bottom mem 
ber 15 engages the side members slightly above the pe 
ripheral edge whereat fange & lies. Thus, when napkin 
holder 10 is supported by an underlying surface, flange 
i8 alone is in contact with the underlying surface. 
Each of the side members 6 and 7 is provided with 

two guide plates on the internal surface thereof. The 
guide plates provided on side member 7 are indicated 
by the numerals 9 and 26 in the figures and the guide 
plates are parallel to one another and extend from the 
vicinity of the front edge of the side member to the vicinity 
of the rear edge. Likewise, side member 56 is provided 
with guide plates 2 and 22 which lie parallel with one 
another and face guide plates 9 and 28. Thus, in the 
figures it is seen that guide plate 22 faces guide plate 19 
and guide plate 22 faces guide plate 28. Each of the 
guide plates is provided with a guide projection extending 
iongitudinally of its respective plate and terminating at 
the rear end of the plate at the back member 3. Also 
each of the guide projections terminate at the forward 
end thereof in protruding members which form with its 
respective guide member a perpendicularly or substan 
tially perpendicularly inwardly projecting surface. Thus, 
in the figures, guide member 9 is formed with guide 
projection 23 and protruding member 24. Likewise, 
guide member 23 is provided with guide projection 25 and 
protruding member 26. On the internal surface of side 
member 16, guide member 22 is provided with guide pro 
jection 27 and protrusion 28 and guide member 2 is 
provided with guide projection 29 and protruding mem 
ber 30. 

Immediately in front of each of the protrusions 24, 26, 
28 and 38, a vertical notch is provided in the respective 
guide member. Thus, guide member 9 is provided with 
vertical notch 9', guide member 20 is provided with 
vertical notch 29, guide member 2 is provided with its 
vertical notch, not shown, and guide member 22 is pro 
vided with vertical notch 22'. The use of these notches 
will be clear as the description of the device is completed 
below. For the moment, however, it is sufficient to recog 
nize that such vertical notches are provided and that each 
notch has immediately behind it one of the protrusions 
which extends inwardly. 

Additional guide plates are provided on the inner sur 
face of the top member. These guide plates or members 
are indicated by the numerals 35 and 32 and each extends 
substantially from the vicinity of the front of the top 
member to the rear edge thereof. In this embodiment, 
guide members 3; and 32 are triangular in cross-section; 
however, this configuration is not essential. It is neces 
sary only that the guide members extend on the inner 
surface of the top member from the front edge thereof 
to the rear edge. A supporting sliding plate 33 having 
Substantially the same configuration as the back member 
is provided within the container i and is maintained 
therein by utilizing edge notches or recesses which corre 
spond to the projecting guide surfaces so that the support 
member 33 is maintained substantially parallel to back 
member 13 and can be slidably moved along the guide 
projections from the back member 3 toward the front 
of container or in the other direction from the front 
to the back. The sliding support plate 33 is yieldingly 
urged toward the front of container 1 by means of cir 
cular spring 34 which is fastened at one end by fasteners 
35 to the inner Surface of back member 3 and fastened 
at the other end by fasteners 36 to the rear surface of 
the Support plate 33. 

Protrusions 24, 26, 28 and 38 provide front stop means, 
more specifically denoted as limit stops, which restrain 
the sliding plate at the front extremity. The spring and 
fasteners 35 and 36 therefor provide stop means at the 
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rear of the container preventing the sliding plate from 
engaging the inner surface of the rear member. Cover 
member 2 is provided with an inwardly facing channel 
constructed to engage and receive therein the front edge 
of bottom member 5. The channel is designated by the 
numeral 37 in the figures and extends the width of the 
front cover 2. The bottom member 5 being raised 
above an underlying surface due to the engagement of the 
underlying surface with the lower edges of the side mem 
bers allows sufficient space beneath the bottom member 
15 so that the cover member does not touch an underlying 
surface when the napkin holder is supported thereon. The 
cover plate 12 has a height and width substantially the 
same as the height and width of the back member 3 and 
is provided with outwardly extending projections like pro 
jection 46 on the side edges thereof constructed for inser 
tion within the vertical slots formed in the guide members 
provided on the internal surface of the side members. 
In the figures, the projection 40 to be received in the 
vertical notch 20' is clearly illustrated. The remaining 
projections are identical with projection 40. The front 
cover, therefore, is designed to be maintained in position 
with respect to the remainder of the napkin holder by in 
sertion of the projections in the respective notches and 
the insertion of the front edge of bottom member 5 in 
channel 37. The front cover is formed with a symmetri 
cal notched-out portion 43 which has an ornamental flange 
thereon. Notch 43 is provided beginning at the upper 
edge of front cover plate 12 and is formed to cooperate 
with notch 14 to provide an opening whereby one can 
remove a napkin 44 as illustrated in F.G. 2 from within 
the napkin holder. 

In using the napkin holder which is the subject of this 
invention, the cover plate 12 is first removed from the re 
maining portions of the napkin holder. Since in its pre 
ferred form the cover and the remaining portions, with 
the exception of the spring, of the napkin holder are 
formed of a resilient material, such as a plastic material, 
the front cover can be Snapped out of position since upon 
applying pressure thereto the resiliency of the material 
Will allow the projections to remove themselves from the 
vertical slots and allow for easy removal of the cover 
plate. After the cover plate has been removed, a group 
of napkins is placed within the container A with the rear 
most napkin having a surface flush against the forward 
Surface of sliding plate 33. The group of napkins and 
sliding plate 33 are pushed rearwardly against the action 
of Spring 34 and the front cover 12 is snapped into posi 
tion. Since the material used is a plastic material the 
sliding plate 33 will easily move on the guides provided 
therefor. After the napkins are within the container one 
desiring to dispense or obtain a napkin from the holder 
need merely reach the forwardmost napkin through the 
notches formed in the front cover and the top member 
and withdraw the napkin from the holder. Upon with 
drawal of a napkin the remainder of the napkins will be 
forced forwardly by the spring 34 so that as long as a 
single napkin remains between the sliding plate 33 and 
front cover plate 12 the single napkin will be readily 
accessible from without the napkin holder. After all of 
the napkins have been removed from the napkin holder 
the cover plate 12 is removed therefrom by snap action 
and an additional group of napkins placed in the napkin 
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holder. The cover is then replaced and the napkin holder 
is ready for use. Thus it is seen that I have provided a 
napkin holder which is easy to use and economical to 
manufacture. The use of such a napkin holder will en 
able the user to remove individual napkins when it is de 
sired and have readily available additional napkins. 

Thus, among other, the several objects in the invention 
as specifically aforenoted are achieved. Obviously, nu 
merous changes in construction and rearrangement of 
parts might be resorted to without departing from the 
spirit of the invention as defined by the claims. 

claim: 
1. A napkin holder for dispensing napkins, comprising 

a box-like member, the front open end of said box-like 
member having a resilient cover member removably se 
cured therewith by projections from the sides of said cover 
member engaged and received within complemental slots 
formed within the internal surfaces of side members of 
said box-like member, a sliding plate guided in its recipro 
cation within said box-like member by guide projections 
formed on the internal surface of said box-like member, 
Said guide projections engaging complemental recesses 
formed at the lateral surfaces of said sliding plate, pro 
trusions formed on the sides of said box-like member and 
extending inwardly in said box-like member, said sliding 
plate being restrained from further forward movement 
upon abutting said protrusions and a spring secured by 
fasteners to the rear portion of said sliding plate and to 
Said box-like member, said spring yieldingly urging said 
sliding plate forward and said fasteners restraining said 
sliding plate from further rearward movement upon abut 
ting said fasteners. 

2. The subject matter as claimed in claim 1, wherein 
said box-like member has a back wall of substantially the 
same height and width as said cover member and said 
sliding plate. 

3. The Subject matter as claimed in claim 1, wherein 
a notch is provided in the forward periphery in the top 
member of Said box-like member symmetrically arranged 
relative to the notched out portion formed in said cover 
1member to provide access to the napkins stacked in said 
box-like member between said sliding plate and said cover 
member. 

4. The Subject matter as claimed in claim 1, wherein 
a flange is provided on the front open end of said box 
like member for purposes of structural rigidity. 
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