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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
The invention is addressed to a musical instrument and 

the means for mounting the instrument in which the in 
strument is a tambourine jingle rim type of instrument 
and in which the instrument is mounted for foot pedal 
operation to impart axial movements to the instrument 
for the development of the musical sounds and wherein 
the means for support and actuation comprises a verti 
cally disposed rod and a bracket on the upper end of the 
rod interconnecting the end of the rod with the instru 
ment for operational support while the bottom end por 
tion of the rod is operatively engaged by a foot pedal 
to effect axial movement to the rod and the instrument 
Supported thereon. 

This invention relates to musical instruments, and par 
ticularly to an instrument of the tambourine "Jingle Rim' 
type in which a hoop-like structure carries a plurality 
of music-producing devices about its periphery. 
More specifically, my invention relates to means for 

mounting such a musical instrument on a Supporting struc 
ture for foot pedal operation when used in dance bands. 
The present invention provides for removably secur 

ing a “Jingle Rim” or tambourine-like instrument to an 
actuating mechanism whereby the musician may cause 
the instrument to be operated in short, abrupt movements 
in an axial direction, and it is a feature of the invention 
that although the securement means permits primarily 
axial movement, it also allows limited secondary move 
ment of the musical instrument in a direction angularly 
related to the mounting means. 

Other features and advantages of the invention will 
be apparent in the following description of a presently 
preferred embodiment, read in connection with the ac 
companying drawing, in which: 

FIG. 1 is a side elevational view of a musical instru 
ment embodying my invention, mounted for actuating the 
instrument in short, abrupt movements in a vertical di 
rection; 
FIG. 2 is a side elevational view showing the support 

structure secured to the musical instrument, the latter be 
ing fragmentarily shown and with its wall portion in sec 
tion; 

FIG. 3 is a bottom plan view of the support structure; 
FIG. 4 is a side sectional elevation of means for at 

taching the support structure to the actuating mechanism. 
Referring now to FIG. 1, the mechanism for mounting 

the instrument comprises a tubular sleeve structure 1 ex 
tending vertically from a suitable base 2. Within said 
sleeve, for axial movement therein, is a shaft 3 which 
within the sleeve rests upon a cam (not shown) or bell 
crank arm pivotally attached to the sleeve 1 and arranged 
to be rotated by a foot-pedal 4 and link 5. 
The musical instrument 6, embodying my invention, 

comprises a hoop 7 formed from a strip of wood or suit 
able synthetic material. The wall of the hoop may have 
a plurality of elongated apertures 8, within which are 
loosely confined the pairs of music-producing elements 
9, 10. The elements 9, 10 are carried on a common axial 
pin 11, as suggested in FIG. 3, whereby when the instru 
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ment 6 is given abrupt essentially vertical movement by 
operation of the foot-pedal 4, the elements 9, 10 are 
caused to strike each other and the walls of the aper 
tures 8, thus producing musical Sounds. 

For mounting the hoop 7 on the shaft 3, I have pro 
vided a clamping structure 12 which has an inherent 
rigidity to insure that the movement of the hoop is es 
Sentially axial while permitting some angular displace 
ment. In the illustrated presently preferred embodiment, 
the structure 12 comprises substantially identical clamp 
ing elements, each having a jaw portion 14 and a beam 
portion 15. The respective jaw portions are substantially 
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U-shaped, whereby the legs 16, 17 thereof collectively 
embrace the hoop 7 and respectively engage the outer 
and inner walls of the hoop. 
The beam portions 15 are made rigid by the integral 

side flanges 18, 19, which, as best shown in FIGS. 2 and 
3, begin at the juncture of the beam portion 15 and the 
clamping leg 17, whereby a relatively stiff hinge point 
20 is provided at each of the clamping elements. 
The respective clamping elements are preferably se 

cured to each other adjacent the jaw portions, as by the 
nut and bolt 21, which performs the primary clamping or 
gripping force to the respective jaw portions, and by the 
threaded sleeve 22, best shown in FIG. 4, which is dis 
posed at the axis of the hoop 7. The wall of the sleeve 
accommodates the snug passages of the shaft 3, and the 
sleeve itself passes fully through suitable openings in the 
beam members 15. Upper and lower clamping nuts 23, 
24 secure the sleeve to the support structure 12. An up 
per cylindrical portion 25 of the sleeve is suitably tapped 
to accommodate a wing screw 26 by which the sleeve may 
be affixed to the shaft 3. 

It will be noted from FIG. 2 that the free ends of the 
respective upper and lower beam portions 15 are in con 
tact but at the opposite ends there is a very definite space 
27. The effect of this is to provide a resilient reaction 
to the clamping efforts of the fastener 21 and the clamp 
ing nuts 23 and 24, whereby these elements are held 
against loosening, and the musical instrument is main 
tained in proper operating condition during use. 
The thusly mounted tambourine jingle rim can be foot 

operated by means of foot actuation of the pedal 4 about 
its pivot or it can, in the alternative, be hand operated 
by hand impact on the rim or otherwise of the tambourine 
while in mounted position. 

I claim: 
1. A musical instrument comprising, in combination, a 

hoop having disposed about its periphery a plurality of 
elements to produce musical sounds primarily in response 
to an abrupt actuation of said hoop in an axial direction, 
a rigid support structure secured to said hoop at a single 
relatively small portion of its periphery and extending 
diametrically toward the center of said hoop, and means 
for releasably securing said hoop support to hoop actua 
tion means, including a center post and means for axial 
reciprocation of said center post for abrupt actuation of 
the hoop in the axial direction. 

2. A musical instrument according to claim 1, in which 
said hoop support includes separable upper and lower jaw 
members engaging with inner and outer wall portions of 
said hoop and a substantially non-flexible beam portion 
extending radially from each of said jaw members, the 
means for securing said hoop support to said actuator 
means being substantially at the axis of the hoop. 

3. A musical instrument according to claim 2, in which 
the juncture of said jaw members and said beam provides 
for limited angular displacement of said hoop during the 
axial movement thereof. 

4. A musical instrument according to claim 1, in which 
said hoop support structure comprises identical mutually 
opposed and separable upper and lower jaw elements, 



3 
each element having wall portions to respectively engage. 
with inner and outer wall portions of said hoop, and 
identical rigid beam portions extending angularly from 
the respective jaw elements, means for releasably secur 
ing the respective beam portions to each other adjacent 
the jaw elements, and means for releasably securing the 
said beam portions to each other at substantially the axis 
of said hoop, said last-named securement means addi 
tionally including means for effecting the attachment of 
said beam portions to a hoop actuation means. 

5. A musical instrument according to claim 4, in which 
the respective beam-securing means comprise threaded 
elements and the relation of the jaw elements to the as 
sociated beam portions is such that upon application of 
the jaw elements to the hoop the beam portions diverge 
from each other from the free ends thereof to the jaw 
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4. 
portions, whereby upon tightening the respective fasten 
ing elements the beam portions exert an axially-directed 
effort against the threaded elements to restrain the same 
against loosening. 
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