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The present invention relates to closures 
adapted to be opened inwardly, for use in 
connection with automobile gasoline tanks 
or the like. 

5 ? further object of the present invention 
is the provision of a cap adapted to be fit 
overaninletstem and which may be provided 
with a tensioning closure plate which may 
open inwardly when under the actuation of 

10 gasoline hose nozzle and which may auto 
matically close on removing the nozzle there 
from. “. ? . 
? further object of the present invention 

is the provision of a suitably formed closure 
15 plate in connection with the cap constituting 

a part of the present invention, for facili 
tating drainage of the gasoline which may 
drop upon said closure plate on withdrawal 
of the nozzle from within the inlet stem. 
With the above general objects in view and 

others that will appear as the nature of the 
invention is better understood, the same con 
sists in the novel construction, combination 
and arrangement of parts hereinafter more 

25 fully described, illustrated in the accompany 
ing drawingsandpointed outin the appended 
claims. - . 

In the drawings forming a part of this?? 
plication and in which like designating char 
acters refer to corresponding parts through 
out the several views, . : ", 

Fig. 1 is a top elevationalview of the pres 
ent device; . ? 

Fig. 2is the top elevational view of the clo 
85 sure plate; * . : : : 

Fig. 3 is a cross-sectional view through the 
device, the view having been taken on line 
3—3 of E'ig. 1; 

20) 
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plate in an open position; and . . 
Fig. 5 is a cross-sectional view through 

the device, the view having been taken on 
line 5—5 of E'ig. 1. 9. 

Referringin detailto the present drawings 
there is shown therein an inlet stem 10 with 
the lower portion thereofbroken away, said 
inlet stem projecting from automobile gaso 
line tank or other container, which is not 
shown. ? . J- «» * ? 

50 The device includes a cap generally indi 

45 

Fig.4 is a similar.yiew with the closure 

cated by 11 which is adapted to fit over the 
upper end of said inlet stem 10 and where 
upon the same is affixed by one or morescrews 
such as the one indicated by 12. The hori 
zontal wall of said cap 11 has a central open- 55 
ing 13 affecting an annular flange 14, which, 
in an operative association of said cap 11 
on the inlet stem 10 is adapted to overlie 
the upper end of said inlet stem 10. Said an 
nular flange 14 at its edges is upwardly 60 
tapered as at 15 for the purpose hereinafter 
described. 
The closure cap generally indicated at 16 

is of substantially semi-spherical shape and 
has at its edge a hinge member 17 formed, 65 
which engages and encompasses pin 18 sub 
.stantially at the central portion thereof. 
Said pin 18 is passed through the vertical an 
nular wall of cap 11 and has itsends flattened 
as at 19 for holding the same in a rigid sta- 70 
tionary position with respect to said ???. 

Positioned upon said pin 18, and on each 
side of hinge element 17 are a pair of coils 
of spring 20, the inner ends of said coils 
being connected by a U-shaped wire loop 21, 75 
which loop extends away and substantially 
on a plane with the upper portion of hinge 
member 17, as clearly seen on Figs. 1 and 3. 
Said loop 21 is frictionally held within a 
semi-annular recess made within the vertical 80 
wall of cap 11 and on a plane with the lower 
face offlange 14, and so that the structure of 
the cap may be more durable the body por 
tion of the vertical wall of said cap 11 ad 
jacent said recess wherein said loop 21 is 85 
adapted to fit is enlarged as at 22. The outer 
ends 23 of the coil spring are adapted to rest 
upon and bear against the underface of clo 
sure plate 16. ?. 90 

It is to be understood that the coils 20 of 
said spring are at all times under a tension 
so that said ends 23 of the spring may bear 
against the underface of closure cap 16 
and thus to hold it in a closed position within 95 
flange 14, as clearly seen on Figs. 3 and 5. 
Likewise when the closure cap 16 is under a 
pressure from above and remains in an open 
position, shown on E'ig. 4 the tension of the 
spring is increased, and when the pressure is 109 




