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This invention relates to apparatus for playing a ball 
game. The ball game, for which this apparatus is par 
ticularly designed, is played by two or more players who 
strike a tethered ball with a bat, similar to but substan 
tially larger than a table-tennis bat. 

Further features of the game will appear from the fol 
lowing description of one embodiment of apparatus in 
accordance with the invention which will now be partic 
ularly described with reference to the accompanying 
drawing. 
As shown in the drawing, the apparatus comprises a 

post 19 of wood, metal or synthetic resin plastic which 
is driven into the ground i.e. a lawn or beach, up to a 
foot plate 11 leaving about 4 feet of the post upstanding 
from the ground. The foot plate is substantially annular 
as shown and is pivoted at 2 to the post so that it can be 
tilted to lie at a small angle to the post for storage pur 
poses. Alternatively the foot plate can comprise two or 
more projections or wings fixed to or hinged to the post. 
The post is hollow at least at its upper end, and slid 

able telescopically therein is a rod 13 whose upper end 
projects beyond the upper end of the post. The rod is 
secured with any desired length thereof projecting from 
the post by means of a wing screw 4 which extends 
through a ferrule 15 at the upper end of the post into 
engagement with the rod. 

Connected at the upper end of the rod to extend up 
wards therefrom is a helical member 16 located with its 
axis colinear with that of the rod. The helical member 
terminates at its upper end in a removable stop 17 e.g. 
of rubber, and at its lower end in an internally screw 
threaded sleeve i8 which lies on the axis of the helix and 
engages a screw 19 on the upper end of the rod. The 
screw-threaded sleeve and screw form a coupling permit 
ting the helical member to be removed for storage. 
The turns of the helical member are well spaced apart, 

and slidable thereon is a ring 20 to which one end of a 
cord 2i is secured, the other end of the cord being 
Secured to a tennis or similar ball 22. The cord is of 
nylon or other suitably strong material and conveniently 
about six feet in length. 
The upper part of the length of the helical member is 

marked in one distinctive manner (e.g. painted red) and 
the lower part in another distinctive manner (e.g. painted 
black) whilst a short intermediate length is marked in 
a third distinctive manner (e.g. chromium plated). 
When the apparatus is set up and the height above the 

ground of the helical member adjusted to suit the height 
of the players, the ring is moved to the intermediate por 
tion of the helix. The game can then be commenced and 
the object of each player or team is to strike the ball with 
the bat to drive it around the post in one direction thereby 
causing the ring to ride up (or down) the helix, the other 
player or team endeavouring to drive the ball in the 
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opposite direction to cause the ball to ride down (or up) 65 
the helix. The motion of the ring on the helix operates 
to indicate the difference between the number of times 
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the ball has passed around the post in one direction and 
the number of the times the ball has passed around the 
post in the opposite direction. A point is scored by the 
player or team, who succeeds in causing the ring to reach 
the respective end of the helix. 
The helical member is preferably made of strong spring 

wire and of such a gauge as will absorb shock without 
bending unduly when the ball is struck, this being of par 
ticular importance if the cord is relatively inelastic. If 
a cord of substantial elasticity is used, the helical member 
can be rigid. 

I claim: 
1. Ball game apparatus comprising a vertical post, a 

tubular part on said post, a rod slidable telescopically in 
said tubular part, said rod having one end thereof extend 
ing out of said tubular part, a resilient wire helical men 
ber, a Screw-threaded sleeve on said helical member, a 
screw on the upper end of said rod, said sleeve and said 
screw cooperating to releasably secure said helical mem 
ber to said end of the rod, a ring slidable on said helical 
member, a resilient ball, a flexible cord interconnecting 
said ball and said ring, a removable rubber stop friction 
ally engaging the upper end of said helical member to 
limit the distance moved by said ring along the helical 
member, a foot plate and means mounting said foot plate 
on said post. 

2. Ball game apparatus comprising in combination an 
upright post, a tubular part on said post, an annular 
footplate surrounding and secured to said tubular part 
at a position spaced from its lower end, a rod slidable 
telescopically in said tubular part, a rigid wire hetical 
member, a screw-threaded sleeve on said helical member, 
a Screw on the upper end of said rod, said sleeve mating 
with said screw for releasably securing said helical mem 
ber to said rod, a ring slidable along said helical member, 
a ball, an elastic cord connecting said ball to said ring 
and a stop releasably engaging the upper end of said heli 
cal member to limit the distance which the ring can slide 
along said helical member. 

3. Apparatus for playing a ball game comprising in 
combination an upright post, said post comprising an 
external tubular member, an annular footplate on said 
tubular member spaced from its lower end, a rod slidable 
telescopically within said tubular member and a locking 
screw extending through said tubular member into en 
gagement with said rod; a screw on the upper end of said 
rod, a resilient helical member made of strong wire, an 
internally screw-threaded sleeve on the lower end of said 
helical member, said sleeve mating with said screw for 
releasably securing said helical member on the upper end 
of Said rod, a ring slidable along said helical member, a 
ball, a cord interconnecting said ring and said ball and 
a removable rubber stop frictionally engaging the upper 
end of said helical member for limiting the distance 
moved by said ring along the helical member. 
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