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To all, whom, it inval? conce7'72: 
Be it known that I, JAMES KING, a citizen 

of the United States, residing at Gaines Sta 
tion, in the county of Genesee and State of 
Michigan, have invented a new and useful 
Buggy-Top Attachment, of which the follow 
ing is a specification. 
This invention relates to an attachment for 

buggy-tops, the objects in view being to pro 
vide a cheap and simple device adapted to 
be clamped upon the top-supporting rails of 
buggies and to be connected with the oppo 
site main braces adjacent to the knee-joints 
thereof, and to be manipulated from the in 
side of the buggy for the purpose of break 
ing or setting such knee-joints, whereby the 
top may be lowered and raised from within 
the buggy, thus avoiding the necessity of get 
ting out of the same for this purpose. 
With the above main objects in view the 

invention consists in certain novel details of 
construction hereinafter specified, and par 
ticularly pointed out in the claims. 

Referring to the drawings, Figure 1 is a per 
spective view of a buggy-top provided with 
my attachment. Fig. 2 is a detail in perspec 
tive of the attachment. Fig. 3 is a longitudi 
nal section of Fig. 2. 
Like numerals of reference indicate like 

3o parts in all the figures of the drawings. 
1 designates the top-supporting rail of a 

buggy, to which is pivoted at the rear end 
thereof the lower end of the main top-Sup 
porting brace 2, the same being provided in 
termediate its ends with the usual knee-joint 
and connected at its upper end to the buggy 
top proper3. In constructing the attachment 
I provide a pair of top-rail-embracing plates 
4, which plates are, together with the upward 
ly-bent end of an L-shaped bracket 5, securel 
riveted together. Below the bend in the 
bracket the plates are diverged, as at 6, to 
embrace the rail, and below their point of con 
tact with the rail are provided with bolt-open 
ings 7, through which a pair of bolts are passed 
for the purpose of clamping the plates in po 
sition upon the rail. By removing the bolts 
8 the plates may be applied, and after prop 
erly adjusting the plates the bolts may be in 

5o serted and tightened. 
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The L-shaped bracket is laterally and in 
Wardly disposed, and at its inner extremity is 
provided with a bearing-lug 9. The bearing 
lug corresponds with a bearing perforation 10, 
formed through the riveted portions of the 55 
plates and bracket, and in the bearing lug 
and perforation a rocking bolt II is passed 
and extends beyond the same. The inner end 
of the bolt has applied thereto, and in this in 
stance is secured in position by a nut 12, a 
handle-lever 13, through the medium of which 
the rocking bolt may be operated. 

14 designates the trip bar or rod, and the 
same terminates at its lower end in a perfo 
ration or eye 15, which receives the bolt, and 
is located between the head 16thereof and the 
clamping-plates. The rod extends upwardly 
at the outside of the top, and by a clip 17, 
embracing the main brace immediately below 
the knee-joint and pivoted to the clip-bar, a 
loose connection between the brace and bar 
is formed. 

In practice an attachment as herein de 
scribed is employed to connect each of the 
top-supporting rails with the main side braces, 
and the operation of raising and lowering a 
top from within a buggy is as follows: By 
grasping the handle-lever and pressing the 
same to the rear the bolt upon which the same 
is mounted is rocked or oscillated, and through 
the medium of the trip-bar the joint of the 
brace is broken. It now simply requires that 
the top be pressed back by hand to its rear 
or lowered position. In order to raise the top, 
the same is brought forward by hand, which 85 
latter operation may be readily carried on 
Without leaving the buggy, after which the 
handle-levers are swung to the front, which 
Serves to set the joints of the braces and hence 
lock the top in an elevated position. 

It will be seen from the foregoing descrip 
tion that the operation of raising and lowering 
buggy-tops may be carried on with facility 
and ease Without the necessity of leaving the 
vehicle, and that the attachment may be placed upon any of the top-supporting side 
rails in Ordinary use. By the employment of 
Such an attachment not only is the conven 
ience and comfort of the passenger catered to, 
but also his safety, in that many railroad-ac. 
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cidents will be prevented by reason of the 
ease and dispatch with which the top may be 
lowered and reraised, thus permitting the oc 
cupant to glance up or down a railroad-track 
for the purpose of Seeing that the crossing is 
clear, whereas, on the other hand, such pre 
caution would not be observed if it were nec 
essary for the occupant to go to the trouble 
of leaving the buggy for the purpose of in 
spection and raising and lowering the top. 
Having described my invention, what I 

claim is 
1. The herein-described attachment for the 

purpose specified, the same consisting of a 
bracket having its ends upturned and perfo 
rated to form opposite transverse bearings and 
having upon its under side depending seat 
rail-embracing plates, with means for Securing 
the same to the top-Supporting rail of a buggy, 
a rocking bolt mounted in the bearings of 
the bracket and terminating at its inner end 
in a bolt-operating handle-lever, and a rod 
mounted upon the outer end of the bolt and 
adapted at its upper end for loose connection 
with the side brace of a buggy-top adja 
cent to the knee-joint thereof, substantially as 
specified. - 

2. The combination, with the top-support 
ing rail, the top, and the jointed side brace, 
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of the herein-described attachment, the same 
consisting of the opposite clamping-plates, the 
-shaped laterally-disposed bracket, which at 

its bent end is riveted with the clamping 
plates and at its inner end is provided with 
an eyelaterally opposite a bearing perforation 
formed in the clamping-plates and outer bent 
end of the bracket, said clamping-plates be 
ing diverged at their lower ends and perfo 
rated and mounted upon and embracing the 
top-supporting rail, clamping-bolts mounted 
in the perforations below the rail, a rocking 
bolt mounted in the bearings of the bracket 
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and plates, a handle-lever located at the in 
ner end of the rocking bolt, a nut for secur 
ing the lever, a trip-rod terminating at its 
lower end in an eye receiving the bolt and lo 
cated between the head of the latter and the 
clamping-plates, and the U-shaped clip em 
bracing the brace immediately below the knee 
joint thereof and pivoted loosely to the upper 5o 
end of the trip-rod, substantially as specified. 
In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 

my own I have hereto affixed my signature in 
presence of two witnesses. 

JAMES KING. 
Witnesses: 

ERANK. KING, 
A. DEWITT. 


