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To all Zvi on it inval/ conce77. 
Be it known that I, EDWIN T. BEAMAN, a 

citizen of the United States, and a resident of 
New York, in the county of New York and 
State of New York, have invented a certain 
new and useful IDevice for IIolding Pictures, 
of which the following is a si-cification. 
My invention has for its main object to pro 

vide means for holding or retaining in posi 
tion picture and similar frames suspended 
upon a wall. 
As is well known by observant persons, 

framed pictures and the like hung by a wire 
or cord from a nail or hook in a wall easily 
shift from true position or get askew and 
present an unsightly appearance. This dis 
arrangement of the picture may occur from 
various causes, but is brought about princi 
pally by the vibration of the house or build 
ing, which may be due to the rumbling of 
heavy vehicles in the street, and by the rapid 
circulation of the air in the room when the 
windows and doors are open, as well as by 
the dust-brush in the hands of a person dust 
ing the pictures and the wall. 
With a view to overcoming the annoyance 

of finding pictures constantly disturbed, and 
hence requiring readjustment, I have devised 
a means for holding the same positively in 
place, which consists, essentially, in a suit::ble 
base or support adapted to be attached to a 
picture-frame, and having projecting there 
from a spike or sharp prong adapted to pierce 
and enter the wall, all as will be hereinafter 
more fully described, and particularly pointed 
out in the appended claims. 
A further object of my invention is to pro 

vide a means not only for fixing or main 
taining the picture ill proper position against 
casual displacement, but also for holding the 
lower edge of the frame out of contact with 
the wall. 

It is a well known fact that a picture hung 
so that the lower edge of the frame touches 
the Wall forms a pocket or receptacle for the 
accumulation of dust and for the habitation 
of Vermin. As a consequence, the wall is 

. Soon marked or streaked at tho line of con 
tact of the frame, thus destroying the appear 
ance of the plaster or the paper covering, and 
forbidding the removal of the picture or any 
rearrangement which would expose that por 

tion of the wall against which the frame pre 
viously rested. In order to avoid this object 
tion of having the frame touch the surface of 
the wall, I so employ my picture-holding de 
vice as that it may serve the additional func 
tion of a means for keeping the lower edge of 
the picture-frame away from the surface of 
the wall. 
In the drawings accompanying this specifi 

cation and forming a part thereof, Figure 1 is 
a sectional view of a walk with a suspended 
picture, and illustrating the use of one of my 
new devices. Fig. 2 is a top or plan view of 
the picture-holder shown in side elevation at 
Fig.1. Fig. 3 is a perspective view of the 
same. Fig. 4 is a side elevation of a modi 
fied form of my invention. Fig. 5 is a simi 
lar view of another modification. Fig. 6 is a 
like view of a further modification. Fig. 7 
represents a plan view of still another modi 
fication, and Fig. 8 the application of the last 
mentioned construction. 
In the various views the same part Will be 

found designated by the same letter of ref 
eleCe. : 
A designates a wail, and B a picture-frame 

suspended therefrom by a cord or wire C, at 
tached to the frame in the usual Way and 
passed over a hook or nail D, driven into the 
wall. 
a designates a base or support; b, a spiked 

or pointed leg or shank projecting therefrom 
in one direction, and c, a similar device or a 
screw extending theref:en: in the opposite di 
rection. - 

Referring particularly to Figs. 1,2,3,7, and 
8, the base or support is represented as circu 
lar or disk-shaped, with flattened sides did 
and roughened periphery e, with the device b 
extending at right angles to the faced and 
the device c at right angles to the face d. 

Referring to Figs. 4, 5, and 6, the base (t and 
the fastening devices b and c are made of a 
single piece of wire so bent as to bring the 
base or support at between the oppositely-pro 
jecting devices b and c. 

In every instance it will be observed that 
the portion markedl is the same in construc 
tion, and that it is pointed or sharpened in 
order that it may be forced or pressed inio 
the Wall, and in some of the views it will be 
seen that the portion marked c is made in the 
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manner of the part b-that is, pointed Ol' 
sharp-while in others of the views it will be 
noticed that the part c is made in the form 
of a screw. In either case it is adapted to 
serve its purpose-namely, to be entered or 
forced into the wood of the picture-frame B. 
The portions l and c may be respectively 

pressed or forced into the wall and into the 
picture-frame by reason of the presence of 
the intermediately-located common base a, 
which not only serves to support the devices 
l) and c, but also serves as a convenient means 
by which said devices may becaused to engage 
with the wall and ille picture-frame. The 
base may be of any desired size or shape and 
may be made of any suitable material, metal 
being preferred. The devices b and C may 
be made separate from the base and attached 
thereto on opposite sides, or may be made in 
tegral or of a piece there with, as shown. 
In the use of a device embodying my in 

vention the part c is forced into the lower 
rear side of the picture-frame and the part 
l into the wall, substantially as illustrated. 

If the device C be made in the form of a 
screw, it may be screwed into the frame con 
veniently by means of the base or support Cl, 
and if made in the form of a spike it may be 
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forced into the frame by pressing upon the 
base. When the part c has been attached to 
the frame, the part to may be forced into the 
wall the desired distance by pressing upon 
the frame. Should the device c be made in 
the form of a spike, the device b may be in 
serted in the Wall first, using the base to ef 
fect the penetration. 
An inspection of Figs. 1 and S will show 

the application or use of fastenings embrac 
ing my invention. In the first-named figure 
the device C is made in the form of a screw 
and in the last-named in the form of a spike 
or plain pointed instrument. In Fig. 1 the 
base is arranged at an angle to the wall, and 
in Fig. S parallel there with. In the former 
figure the insertion of the devices l and c is 
effected to such an extent as to insul re the 
standing away from the wall of the lower edge 
of the picture-frame, in order to avoid the 
objections hitherto explained, while in the 
latter figure the devices so far penetrate 
the wall and picture-frame as to allow con 

tact of the two and the formation of the ob 
jectionable dust-pocket referred to. In prac 
tice, however, I prefer to secure the relation 
ship of parts as exhibited at Fig. 1. 

It will be seen that by my invention I have 
produced a new article of manufacture-viz., 
a device whereby the picture may be fixed 
positively in position against accidental de 
rangement, and whereby at the same time 
the picture-frame may be prevented from 
touching the wall. 
The contrivance is not only simple and 

economic of construction, but is easy of ap 
plication, and when in use is always hidden 
from view by the picture-frame. 

I have shown my invention carried out in 
the best forms now known to me; but, appre 
ciatig the fact that numerous other modifi 
cations or changes in detail construction may 
still be made without departing from the spirit 
of my invention, I desire it to be understood 
that I do not consider myself limited to the 
precise forms and constructions shown. 
What I claim as new, and desire to secure 

by Letters Patent, is 
1. The combination, with a picture-frame, 

of a penetrating-instrument provided at the 
rear side of said frame and adapted for en 
gagement with the supporting-wall, whereby 
displacement or swaying of the picture and 
contact of the frame with the wall may be 
prevented, substantially as shown and de 
scribed. 

2. A picture-holding device made of a single 
piece of wire looped in the middle to form 
the base C, and constructed at one end for en 
gagement with a picture-frame and pointed 
at the other end for the purpose of penetrat 
ing a wall, substantially as shown and de 
scribed. 

3. A plcture-hoiding device made of a single 
piece of wire pointed at both ends and looped 
to form the base (, intermediate the ends, 
substantially as shown and described. 
Signed at New York, in the county of New 

York and State of New York, this 5th day 
of March, A. D. 1889. 

EDWIN T. BEAMAN. 
Witnesses: 

JACOB l'ELBEL, 
MARTINILAYDEN. 
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