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crankshaft axis, and means operably connecting said drive 
shaft assembly with said crankshaft, said drive shaft as 
sembly comprising a plurality of hollow shaft elements 
respectively supported by the bearings of said housing 
structures, and a connecting shaft element extending be 
tween adjoining housing structures and removably se 
cured in said hollow shaft elements, said connecting shaft 
element arranged to be selectively withdrawn from the 
hollow shaft element of one housing structure and tele 
Scoped into the hollow shaft element of the adjoining 
housing structure thereby disconnecting said shaft as 
sembly while said housing structures are secured to said 
bosses, whereby to provide for selective individual dis 
assembly of said housing structures from said bosses. 

6. An accessory mounting structure and driving means 
for a generally V-type' internal combustion engine hav 
ing a crankcase, a crankshaft carried thereby, and ion 
gitudinal banks of engine cylinders, said mounting struc 
ture comprising bosses integrally formed with said crank 
case intermediate said banks of cylinders and having 
upper mounting faces disposed in a common longitudinal 
plane parallel to the crankshaft axis, a plurality of spaced 
accessory housing structures individually removably se 
cured on said mounting faces, bearings carried solely by 
said housing structures, said driving means comprising an 
accessory drive shaft assembly supported by said bear 
ings, the axis of said drive shaft assembly being disposed 
in the plane of said mounting faces and parallel with said 
crankshaft axis, and means operably connecting said drive 
shaft assembly with said crankshaft, said drive shaft as 
sembly comprising a plurality of hollow shaft elements 
respectively supported by the bearings of said housing 
structures, and a connecting shaft element extending be 
tween adjoining housing structures and removably se 
cured in said hollow shaft elements, said connecting shaft 
element arranged to be selectively withdrawn from the 
hollow shaft element of one housing structure and tele 
scoped into the hollow shaft element of the adjoining 
housing structure thereby disconnecting said shaft as 
sembly while said housing structures are secured to said 
bosses, whereby to provide for selective individual dis 
assembly of said housing structures from said bosses, a 
tubular housing enclosing said connecting shaft element 
and removably secured to said housings. 

7. An accessory mounting structure and driving means 
for a generally V-type internal combustion engine hav 
ing a crankcase, a crankshaft carried thereby, and lon 
gitudinal banks of engine cylinders, said mounting struc 
ture comprising bosses integrally formed with said crank 
case intermediate said banks of cylinders and having 
upper mounting faces disposed in a common longitudinal 
plane parallel to the crankshaft axis, a plurality of spaced 
accessory housing structures individually removably se 
cured on said mounting faces, bearings carried solely by 
said housing structures, said driving means comprising an 
accessory drive shaft assembly supported by said bear 
ings, the axis of said drive shaft assembly being disposed 
in the plane of said mounting faces and parallel with said 
crankshaft axis, and means operably connecting said drive 
shaft assembly with said crankshaft, said drive shaft as 
sembly comprising a plurality of hollow shaft elements 
respectively supported by the bearings of said housing 
structures, and a connecting shaft element extending be 
tween adjoining housing structures and removably se 
cured in said hollow shaft elements, said connecting shaft 
element arranged to be selectively withdrawn from the 
hollow shaft element of one housing structure and tele 
scoped into the hollow shaft element of the adjoining 
housing structure thereby disconnecting said shaft as 
sembly while said housing structures are secured to said 
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bosses, whereby to provide for selective individual dis 
assembly of said housing structures from said bosses, a 
tubular housing enclosing said connecting shaft element 
and removably secured to said housings, said tubular 
housing comprising a plurality of selectively telescoped 
sleeve elements, and means selectively retaining said 
sieeve elements in an extended position. 

8. An accessory mounting structure and driving means 
for a generally V-type internal combustion engine hav 
ing a crankcase, a crankshaft carried thereby, and lon 
gitudinal banks of engine cylinders, said mounting struc 
ture comprising bosses integrally formed with said crank 
case intermediate said banks of cylinders, a plurality of 
spaced accessory housing structures individually remov 
ably secured on said bosses, bearings carried by said hous 
ing structures, said driving means comprising an acces 
sory drive shaft assembly supported by said bearings, and 
means operably connecting said drive shaft assembly with 
said crankshaft, said drive shaft assembly comprising a 
plurality of hollow shaft elements respectively supported 
by the bearings of said housing structures, and a connect 
ing shaft element extending between adjoining housing 
structures and removably secured in said hollow shaft 
elements, said connecting shaft element arranged to be 
selectively withdrawn from the hollow shaft element of 
one housing structure and telescoped into the hollow shaft 
element of the adjoining housing structure thereby dis 
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'connecting said shaft assembly while said housing struc 
tures are secured to said bosses, whereby to provide for 
selective individual disassembly of said housing structures 
from said bosses. 

9. An accessory mounting structure and driving means 
for a generally V-type internal combustion engine having a 
crankcase, a crankshaft carried thereby, and longitudinal 
banks of engine cylinders, said mounting structure com 
prising bosses integrally formed with said crankcase inter 
mediate said banks of cylinders, a plurality of spaced ac 
cessory housing structures individually removably se 
cured on said bosses, bearings carried by said housing 
structures, said driving means comprising an accessory 
drive shaft assembly supported by said bearings, and 
means operably connecting said drive shaft assembly with 
said crankshaft, said drive shaft assembly comprising a 
plurality of hollow shaft elements respectively supported 
by the bearings of said housing structures, and a con 
necting shaft element extending between adjoining hous 
ing structures and removably secured in said hollow 
shaft elements, said connecting shaft element arranged to 
be selectively withdrawn from the hollow shaft element 
of one housing structure and telescoped into the hollow 
shaft element of the adjoining housing structure thereby 
disconnecting said shaft assembly while said housing struc 
tures are secured to said bosses, whereby to provide for 
selective individual disassembly of said housing structures 
from said bosses, a tubular housing enclosing said con 
necting shaft element and comprising a plurality of selec 
tively telescoped sleeve elements, and means retaining 
said sleeve elements in an extended position. 
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