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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE

A self-packaging glove for use by surgeons, physicians,
and the like, and the method of making thereof. The
glove has its exterior surface sterilized and the wrist
and arm portion of the glove is folded back over the
hand. and finger portion to encompass and extend be-
yond the hand and finger portion. A closure forms a
closed package at the wrist and arm portion of the
glove so that the exterior sterils surface of the glove
is completely enclosed against contamination.

At .

The present invention relates to the provision of sterile
gloves for use by surgeons, physicians, and the like,
wherein the glove is folded partially inside out by in-
verting or folding the wrist and arm portion of the glove
over the hand and finger portion and closing the glove
at the open end as by heat sealing, for example. In this
way a packaged sterilized exterior glove surface is pro-
vided on the inside of the package. The surgeon can
cut off the heat-sealed arm portion, then place his hand
in the hand and finger portion, and refold the glove over
his wrist an darm so that an exterior surface in sterile
condition is available for use.

It is a general object of the invention to provide a
packaged sterilized glove of vinyl, rubber or the  like
wherein the glove itself forms the package.

Another object of the invention is to provide a method
of fabricating or making a glove package in which the
exterior surface, in sterile condition, is totally enclosed
by the glove as a package.

Other objscts and advantages of the invention will
be apparent from the foliowing description of a preferred
embodiment of the invention and a preferred method of
carrying out the invention as disclosed in the accom-
panying description made with reference to the attached
drawings, in which:

FIG. 1is a plan view of a surgeon or physician’s glove
as initially dip-molded or otherwise manufactured;

FIG. 2 illustrates the glove with wrist and arm por-
tion folded inside out over the hand and finger portion
and with a suitable indicator placed within the glove to
indicate whether the sterility still obtains;

FIG. 3 is a view similar to FIG. 2 but illustrating the
glove as closed as, for example, by heat sealing.

Referring to the drawings, the glove of the instant in-
vention is indicated at 18, and may comprise, for ex-
ample, a dip-molded vinyl glove of the type employed
by surgeons and physicians and it comprises the usual
finger and hand portion 11 and a wrist and arm por-
tion 12 extending therefrom. In accordance with the in-
stant invention the glove is first sterilized, and then in
a sterile manner the wrist and arm portion is folded
inside out and drawn over the finger and hand portion
as shown in FIG. 2 for example. In this way the sterile
outside surface of the glove has been placed wholly on
the inside of the package formed by the glove itself.
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At the same time an indicator 13 of the continuing
sterility ‘is placed inside the glove. Thereafter the end
of the wrist and arm portion 1Z may be provided with
a heat seal 14 in order to close and hermetically seal
the glove as a package so that the inside portion which
is the actual exterior surface of the glove is protected
against contamination during subsequent handling.

The above invention is particularly useful because it
enables factory sterlizing of the glove and maintains
sterility during shipping and subsequent handling until
it is actually put on by the surgeon. When the glove is
to be used, either the surgeon or a helper can cut oft
the end of the glove to remove the heat sealed portion
14, and the surgeon will place his hand within the finger
and hand portion, and then refold the wrist and arm por-
tion up over the surgeon’s sleeve of the gown so as to
present a sterilized giove in place on the surgecn so
that he can proceed with his work.

While the invention is shown in a preferred form
and in connection with a preferred method of carrying
out the method, it is obvious that the invention is capa-
ble of variation and modification from the form shown
so that the scope thereof should be limited only by the
scope of the claims appended hereto.

I claim:

1. A self-packaging glove for use by surgeons, physi-
cians and the like, which comprises a glove having its
normal exterior surface sterilized, the wrist and arm por-
tion of said glove being folded back over the hand and
finger portion thereof to encompass and extend beyond
said hand and finger portion, and a closure at the wrist
and arm portion of the glove to form a closed package,
whereby the exterior sterile surface of the glove is com-
pletely enclosed against contamination.

2. A self-package glove for use by surgeons, physi-
cians and the like, which comprises a glove formed of
heat-sealable plastic and having its normal exterior sur-
face sterilized, the wrist and arm portion of said glove
being folded back over the hand and finger portion there-
of to encompass and extend beyond said hand and finger
portion, and the wrist and arm portion being heat-sealed
to form a closed package whereby the exterior sterile
surface of the glove is completely enclosed against con-
tamination.

3. The method of making a sterile package of a glove
of vinyl, rubber or the like for use by physicians, sur-
geons, etc., which comprises sterilizing the glove, fold-
ing the wrist and arm portion of the glove back upon it-
self and over the hand and finger portion of the glove
and closing the normally open end of the glove whereby
the normal exterior surface of the glove is totally en-
closed within a package formed by the glove itself.

4. The method of making a sterile package of a glove
of thermoplastic for use by. physicians, surgeons, etc.,
which comprises sterilizing the glove, folding the wrist
and arm portion of the glove back upon itself and over
the hand and finger portion of the glove, and closing
the normally open end of the glove at a location beyond
said hand and finger portion by forming a heat-sealed
band thereacross, the normal exterior surface of the glove
is totally enclosed within a package formed by the glove
itself.
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