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UNITED STATES
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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No, 481,790, dated August 30, 1892,
Application filed April 7, 1892, Serial No, 428,177, (No model.)

To all whom it may concern:

Beitknownthatl,JOAN HOAR,of Brookline,
county of Norfolk, State of Massachusetts,
have invented an Improvement in Locking
Devices for Horse-Boots, of which the follow-
ing description,in connection with the accom-
panying drawings, is a specification, like let-
ters on the drawings representing like parts.

This invention has for its object to provide
a horse-boot such as is commonly called a
“toe-boot” with a locking device of special
construction, whereby the boot will be se-
curely held in position without liability of be-
coming detached.

In accordance with thisinvention the lock-
ing device consists of a short piece of metal
comprising anarrow shank havingat one end
a head or enlargement. A recess is formed
in the bottom of the foot of suitable shape to
receive said narrow shank, and when the
usual shoe is secured to the foot coveringsaid
recess the headed locking device is inserted
from the inside or so that the head thereof
will be upon the inside. The shank is made
of suitable length to terminate substantially
flush with the outer side or edge of the foot
and a suitable fastening is provided—such,
forinstanece,as ascrew—which passesthrough
a suitable plate secured to the outside of the
boot, and thence into the end of the shank
of the locking device.

Figure 1showsin side elevation ahorse-boot
provided with a locking device embodying
this invention. Fig. 2 is an under side view
of the foot with shoe secured thereto, show-
ing the locking device; and F'ig. 3 shows a
vertical section of a portion of the foot and
shoe, showing the locking device in eleva-
tion.

The horse-boot ¢ and connnecting-strap b
are all as usual, Thelocking device consists

of a small piece of metal, comprising a nar-

row shank ¢, provided atone end with a head
¢’, preferably beveled at c? upon its under
side, as shown in Fig. 3. A recess is formed
in the bottom of the foot of suitable shape to
receive said- narrow shank ¢, and the shoe d
is secured to the foot in the usual manner,
covering said recess. The shank ¢ is of suit-
able length to terminate substantially flush
with the outside of the foot when inserted in
the recess with the head upon the inside.
A metal plate e is secured by rivets or other-
wise to the boot a near itslower edge, having
acentral holee?through it for a screw ¢’, which
enters the outer end of the shanke. When
the parts are thus assembled, it will be seen
that the boot cannot be detached except by
removing the locking device from the inside.

I am aware that horse-boots have been pro-
vided with a spur which enters a recess in

the foot; but said spur usually slips out of-

the recess and becomes exceedingly trouble-
some, whereas by reason of the head ¢’ herein
shown my locking device is made secure.

I claim—

A locking device for horse-boots, consisting
of a plain shank ¢, provided with a T-shaped
head ¢’ on its inner end and having a beveled
surface c>on its underside, its opposite end be-
ingprovided withaninteriorly-serew-threaded
socket toreceive a screw ¢/, and a plate e, pro-
vided with a hole ¢* for the admission of the
screw ¢’, said plate e being dished to conform
to the contour of the boot and held in posi-
tion by rivets, substantially asshown and de-
seribed.

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses.

JOHN HOAR.

Witnesses: j

BERNICE J. NOYES,
Lucy F. GRAVES.
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