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My invention relates to stretchers and more 
particularly to the wheeled type for hospital and 
Similar use. 
In hospitals and other similar institutions, it is 

desirable, for psychological reasons, to conceal 
from the patients therein the death of other 
patients. Heretofore it has been the practice to 
transfer the corpse from the bed to the morgue 
on a wheeled stretcher with the entire body being 
covered with a sheet or the like While being trans 
ported. Obviously, almost any patient, Without 
even being hospital-wise, upon viewing a stretch 
er with a covered body thereon, knows that some 
one has just passed away. 
My invention overcomes the foregoing diffi 

culties and disadvantages, it being One of the ob 
jects thereof to provide a stretcher which is So 
constructed and arranged as to not only effec 
tively conceal a corpse being transported there 
by, but in a manner indicative of an empty 
Stretcher. 
An important object of my invention is to pro 

vide a stretcher of the foregoing described char 
acter Which is simple in construction, durable in 
use, efficient in operation, economical in manu 
facture, and capable of being used as a stretcher 
for transporting patientS in the Same manner aS 
prior art stretchers of ordinary construction. 
With the above and other objects in view, as 

will hereinafter appear, the invention consists in 
the combination and arrangement of parts here 
in after Set forth and illustrated in the accorn 
panying drawings from which the several features 
of the invention and the advantages attained 
thereby will be readily understood by those skilled 
in the art. 

Referring to the drawings wherein like refer 
ence characters designate like parts throughout 
the Several views: 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my invention. 
Figure 2 is a longitudinal Sectional view. 
Figure 3 is an end elevation, partly in Section, 

with the top being open and the bottom in raised 
position for receiving a corpse thereon. 

Figure 4 is a detail sectional view taken on the 
line A-4 of Figure 2. 

Figure 5 is a sectional view taken on the line 
5-5 of Figure 4. 

Figure 6 is a side elevation, partly in section, 
of a modification. 
In practicing my invention, as illustrated in the 

drawings, I provide a stretcher comprising a box 
like frame or casing 6 defined by side and end 
walls and 8, respectively. The frame is Sup 
ported in fixed relation above a chassis or under 
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carriage having a quaternary of upwardly ex 
tending bars or supports 9 with a pair of the lat 
ter being Secured to the inner faces of each of 
the side walls 7. The bars 9 are secured together 
in spaced relation by means of longitudinally and 
transversely extending rods to and with the lower 
ends of the bars 9 having swivelly connected 
thereto wheels whereby the stretcher can be 
Wheeled from one locality to another in the same 
manner as stretchers of ordinary construction as 
exemplified in U. S. Letters Patent No. 1,694,172. 
The upper end of one of the side walls T has 

hinged thereto one side of a cover f2 which is 
adapted to be raised to permit access to the in 
terior of the casing 6 and closed to conceal a 
corpse therein and/or to permit the cover 2 to 
be utilized as a stretcher member for supporting 
a patient thereon. Slidably mounted within the 
casing 6 is a bottom or platform 3 which is 
adapted to support the corpse within the casing, 
the sides of the platform being formed with slots 
for slidably accommodating the bars 9 to permit 
sliding of the platform relative to the bars. 
At the ends of the chassis, the transverse rods 

fo have fixed thereto gear housings 4 each hav 
ing slidably mounted therein a rack bar 5 mesh 
ing with a gear 6 mounted on a shaft T jour 
naled in the respective housing. The upper ends 
of the rack bars 5 have fixed thereto cross men 
bers 8 on which the platform is detachably 
seated. An operating shaft 9 extends through 
both of the housings 4 and has fixed thereto, 
within the housings, worms 20 which mesh with 
the gears 6, respectively. By rotating the shaft 
9, vertical movement is imparted to the rack bars 
I5 through the worms 20 and gears is whereby 
the platform 3 is raised or lowered within the 
frame 6 depending upon the direction of rotation 
of the shaft 9, the latter having attached to one 
end thereof a suitable crank 2 to facilitate its 
Operation. 

In use - a SSunning the stretcher has been 
wheeled to the bedside of a patient who has ex 
pired, the cover 2 opened and the platform 3 
raised to its uppermost position as clearly illus 
trated in Figure 3-the corpse is lifted from the 
bed onto the platform 3 whereupon the shaft 
9 is rotated by means of the crank 2 to lower 
the platform to its lowermost position as illus 
trated in Figure 2 of the drawings. When the 
platform has thus been lowered, the cover is 
closed and a sheet 22 is then draped over the 
cover and about the sides of the casing 6 to effec 
tively conceal the casing. As an added touch, a 
pillow may be positioned on the sheet and over 
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the cover, as illustrated in Figure 1, for simulat 
ing the appearance of an empty stretcher. When 
the corpse is contained within the casing with the 
sheet and pillow thus arranged, the stretcher may 
be wheeled through the hospital without giving 
any indication, especially to patients, that Somer 
one has just expired and is being moved to the 
morgule. 

In the modified form of the invention illus 
trated in Figure 6, the platform 50 is supported 
on a pair of transverse cross members 5 each 
having pivoted thereto ends of a pair of levers 
or links 52. The opposite ends of the links 52 are 
pivotally connected to sleeves 54 arranged in 
axially confronting paired relation with the 
sleeves of each pair being right and left-hand in 
teriorly threaded and mounted on corresponding 
ly threaded sections, respectively, of an Operat 
ing shaft 55. Rotation of the shaft 55 in One 
direction serves to move the sleeves of each pair 
towards each other to effect raising of the plat 
form by elevating the links 52. Rotation of the 
shaft 55 in the opposite direction causes the low 
ering of the links by reverse novement of the 
sleeves 54. 
Without further elaboration, the foregoing Will 

so fully explain the invention that otherS may, 
by applying current knowledge, readily adapt the 
same for use under various conditions of Service, 
Moreover, it is not indispensable that all the fea 
tures of the invention be used conjointly since 
they may be employed advantageously in Various 
combinations and Subcombination.S. 

It is obvious that the invention is not confined 
to the herein described use therefore as it may 
be utilized for any purpose to which it is adapt 
able. It is therefore to be understood that the 
invention is not limited to the specific construc 
tion as illustrated and described, as the Same 
is only illustrative of the principles involved 
which are capable of extended application in 
various forms, and the invention comprehends 
all construction. Within the scope of the append 
ed claims. 
What I claim is: 
i. In a stretcher construction, a body Sup 

porting member, an undercarriage, a corpse 
concealing casing interposed between said men 
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ber and said undercarriage and having sides and 
an Open top, Said undercarriage having upwardly 
extending Supports fixed to said casing for 
mounting the latter above said undercarriage, 
said casing having a platform slidably mounted 
therein between said sides and constituting the 
bottom Wall of said casing for supporting there 
on a corpse for concealment within said casing, 
elevating means carried by said undercarriage 

4. 
and connected to said platform for raising the 
latter to a raised position within Said casing to 
facilitate loading and unloading of Said corpse 
onto said platform, said body Supporting member 
being pivotably connected to said casing and nor 
mally disposed in a closed position over said top 
for supporting a body thereon and closing said 
top, said body supporting member being pivot 
able from said closed position to permit said 
loading and unloading, said body Supporting 
member being equipped with masking material 
draped about said sides for masking said casing 
from view when said body supporting member is 
in said closed position, 

2. In a stretcher construction, a body Sup 
porting member, an undercarriage, a Corpse 
concealing casing interposed between said mem 
ber and said undercarriage and having sides and 
an open top, said casing being carried by Said 
undercarriage and having a platform slidably 
mounted therein between said sides and consti 
tuting the bottom Wall of said casing for Sup 
porting thereon a corpse for concealinent with 
in said casing, elevating means in Ounted on Said 
undercarriage Subiacent, said casing and Con 
nected to said platform for raising the latter to 
a raised position. Within Said casing to facilitate 
loading and Unloading of Said corpse onto Said 
platforin, said body supporting member being 
hinged to said casing and normally disposed in 
a closed position over said top for Supporting 
a body thereon, and closing said top, said body 
Supporting member being pivotable from said 
closed position to permit said loading and un 
loading, said body Supporting member being 
covered with a covering extending thereover and 
draped about Said Sides for masking said casing 
from view when said body Supporting member is 
in said closed position. 
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