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To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, CHARLESM.L.AMB, a citi 

Zen of the United States, residing at Adrian, 
in the county of Lenawee and State of Michi 
gan, have invented a new and useful Improve 
ment in Gate-Latches, of which the following 
is a specification. 
My invention relates particularly to a latch 

for gates that swing both ways upon their 
hinges; but it is equally applicable to a gate 
Swinging only one way. -- w 

In the accoimpaiying drawings, Figure 1 is 
a front elevation of my device; Fig. 2, a trans 
verse section taken on the line 22 of Fig. 1 
and viewed in the direction of the arrows; 
Fig. 3, a vertical section taken on the line 33 
and viewed in the direction of the arrows, 
and Fig. 4 a detail view. 
By a coincidence the essential features of 

my improved device give opportunity for em 
bodiment in the form of the head of an ani 
mal, and I have so represented it in the ac 
companying drawings. Thus embodied the 
locking agents form the ears and two of the 
screws which secure the device to the gate 
post form the eyes. - 
A is a metal plate channeled transversely 

across its face and terminating at its lateral 
edges in trunnion-socketSt. This plate is the 
inner one, and when the device is in position 
it is in contact with the gate-post. 

B is an outer plate provided with an up 
ward extensions, which latter is transversely 
channeled, as shown at r, to form With the 
transverse channel in the plate A a central 
trunnion-socket. 
CC are two metal plates provided at their 

bases with trunnions q. The plates C are 
made tapering upon their outer edges and 
stand somewhat at an angle upon their trun 
nions, as shown in Fig. 4, and I prefer to make 
them slightly concavo-convexin form. These 
plates are mounted pivotally by means of 
their trunnions in the sockets above referred 
to, the plate A being recessed at each side of 
the center to accommodate them when in up 
right position. The tendency of the plates C 
is to drop forward by gravity and rest upon 
the shoulders p on the plate B, which main 
tain them at an angle above the horizontal. 
Coincident screw-holes are formed through 
the plates A and B, through which screws o 

are passed to Secure the parts together and 
to the gate-post. This construction renders 
the latch easy to cast, as well as easy to place 
in position, and for these reasons it forms one 
of the chief merits of the latch. 
The gate must be provided on its edge with 

a rigid part which will fit loosely between the 
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plates C, and this part may be either the up- 6o 
right rod forming part of the gate itself, as N. 
in the case of some gates for wire fences, or it 
may be a separate part secured to and pro 
jecting from the edge of the gate. When the 
gate is shut from either direction, this rigid 
part strikes the inclined edge of one of the 
pivotal plates, forcing it upward, thus per 
mitting the passage of the part, and the in 
stant the contact ceases the plate descends 
on its pivot, by gravity. The other plate op 
erates as a stop preventing the gate from 
SWinging beyond the center, and thus assoon 
as the plate C which has been raised drops 
to its normal position the gate is held firmly 
against movement in either direction. To 
permit the opening of the gate either way, the 
proper plate C is lifted by hand. 
The foregoing is the preferred mode of ap 

plication; but where the nature of the gate 
Will permit the latch may, if desired, be se 
cured to the edge of the gate, the object to be 
caught by the latch in this case being secured 
to the post. 

Obviously for gates that open in one direc 
tion only a single pivotal plate C may be em 
ployed, if desired, and a fixed stop substituted 
for the other plate, since in this case the sole 
function of one of the plates would be to op 
erate as a stop. 
What I claim as new, and desire to secure 

by Letters Patent, is 
1. In a gate-latch, the combination of two 

plates A and B, internally recessed to form a 
trunnion-socket and provided with coincident 
Screw-holes for securing them together and 
to the edge of a gate or post, a trunnion in 
cased between the plates, a plate C, rigid with 
the trunnion and normally projecting forward 
and resting upon a shoulder p, provided for 
it on the outer plate, and having an inclined 
outer edge, whereby it is lifted by the action 
of the gate in closing and drops by gravity 
to its normal position when released, and a 
stop to limit the forward movement of the 
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gate after it has passed the pivotal plate, sub- nions, and means for securing the parts to 
stantially as described. 

2. The combination of the plates C, having 
inclined outer edges and trunnions q, plate 
A, having sockets for the outer trunnions and 
recessed to form half the Socket for the inner 
trunnions, an outer plate recessed to form the 
other half of the socket for the inner trun 

gether and to a gate or post, substantially as lo 
described. 

CHARLES M. T.AMB, 
In presence of 

GEO. W. AYERs, 
J. C. ROWLEY. 


