3,382,877

May 14, 1968

- D. CERCONE

CLIPPER GUIDE DEVICE

Filed Feb. 17, 1966

i

llllll

I

ailA

i

i

i

79

79

i

O

7
%\w
J/
o9
9
|
74 Aw. -]
=" 4
W e
p9-"

[@M

Celler

INVENTOR,
DANIEL CERCONE

BY ém,
o

9/

a2

!
9er

HIS ATTORNEYS



United States Patent Off

3,382,877
Patented May 14, 1968

1CC

1

3,382,877
CLIPPER GUIDE DEVICE
Danie} Cercone, 4720 Liberty Ave.,
Pittsburgh, Pa, 15224
Filed Feb. 17, 1966, Ser. No. 528,196
8 Claims. (Cl. 132—45)

This invention relates to barbering apparatus and
more ‘particularly to a comb specifically adapted for use
by a barber in conjunction with electric hair clippers for
cutting and trimming hair to artistic patterns.

Combs of various designs have been introduced by the
prior art to aid the barber in the cutting of hair. A notable
contribution to the art is presented in the patent to Arthur
Cornellier, US. Patent No. 1,457,726. Cornellier’s barber
comb had a typical comb configuration, e.g., a straight
back or body portion and a set of parallel teeth extending
from the body portion, with the addition of a series of
cutter guides or projections, one jutting out from the face
of each tooth so that such guides form a substantially
parallel line with and at a distance from the comb body
portion. The purpose of the guide projections is to provide
stop blocks to prevent the barber, when lifting hair with a
comb and applying clippers thereto, from overrunning the
comb and accidentally removing more hair than was in-
tended. Cornellier’s comb, at the time of its introduction
to the art, was found to be very useful particularly in
conjunction with hand operated mechanical clippers and
to some extent with the type of clippers which utilize a
flexible drive shaft for their actuation. With the advent
of high speed barbers’ clippers utilizing a self-contained
electric motor, guide combs such as that of Cornellier
lost their popularity and eventually fell into disuse princi-
pally because they tended to detract from the primary
advantage of the newer clippers, e.g., the barber was re-
quired to slow down the movement of his clippers in
order to avoid causing irreparable damage to his cus-
tomer’s hair, Not only did such combs have the disadvan-
tage of increasing the time required for a barber to com-
plete an acceptable haircut but they were clumsy and
uncomfortable in use; they were not specifically designed
to allow the barber to hold his clippers in the most
natural position.

As a result of my experience and background in the
art, it has been my observation that a need for a specially
designed, new and improved barber’s guide comb has
developed along with the increasing popularity of unigue
and diverse haircut styles. I have further observed that
such a guide comb must be designed to obviate the dis-
advantages of prior art guide combs, so that rather than
interferring with the rapid haircutting operation, it will
effectively increase the barber’s speed and “shorten the
time required to satisfactorily cut a head of hair. The
comb must be capable of rapid combing action with-
out snagging or pulling and must be also capable of dif-
ferent clipper guide operations with or without the use
of guide stops, so the barber is not required to interrupt
his operation to continually exchange his clipper guide
comb for a conventional smooth-faced comb.

I also realized that such a comb, to be acceptable, must
also embody another important feature: the comb must
be constructed to enable the barber to hold his clippers at
the most natural and comfortable position while rapidly
and safely cutting a head of hair.

In accordance with my observations it is therefore a
primary object of my invention to provide a barbering
comb which incorporates a clipper guide means for use
with high speed electric clippers, with such comb being
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quickly changeable s0 as to selectively present a non-
restricted comb surface to facilitate rapid longitudinal
rotary movement of the clipper head for the final cutting
operation. ‘

1t is a further object of my invention to provide a new
and imporved barbering comb having an integral clipper
guide means which is uniquely adapted to the natural di-
rection of motion and position of the barber’s hand that
is directing the clippers thereon.

In my experiments to arrive at a configuration for a
comb that would embody the aforementioned preferred
characteristics, one form that I first considered com-
prised a comb body similar in dimensions to the present
invention but having an adjustable handle which could
be rotated at its point of attachment to the comb body
on an axis of 90° to the comb’s face.

I had long realized from my own experience that it
was unnatural and uncomfortable for a barber to hold
his clippers with the edge of the cutting head thereof
in parallel alignment with the line formed by the ends
of the teeth of a comb. This is one reason why I have
long considered a comb such as Corpellier’s as cumber-
some to use efficiently.

What I was attempting to develop was a comb which
would be useable in a rapid rough-cutting operation in
conjunction with electric clippers; a comb that would be
comfortable to use in that it would allow the barber to
cant his clippers toward his left or comb hand, that is,
allow the barber to rotate the clippers slightly away from
the abnormal straight-up position. Thus, with the barber’s
clipper hand grasping the clippers in an overhand manner
with the palm of the hand against the clipper body and
toward the head, the cutting head of the clipper could
then be tilted in the direction of the thumb of the clipper
hand and the cord end of the clipper would be swung in
the opposite direction toward the small finger of the
clipper hand.

My experiments with a comb having a pivotal handle
portion were conducted with the comb face having a line
of guide stops or projections that was positioned near
and parallel to the edge of the comb defined by the ends
of one set of teeth. With the handle portion adjustably
rotated approximately 15° and then fixed in such posi-
tion, it seemed reasonable that this would provide a comb
that could be moved through the hair in the normal
manner and then, by rotating the body thereof slightly
on a substantially vertical axis normal to the face thereof
and pulling the handle portion to a substantially hori-
zontal position would result in swinging the line of pro-
jections from a horizontal plane through an arc of ap-
proximately 15° toward the vertical. Thus, the clippers,
as they were directed by the right hand over the face of
the comb and toward the line of guide projections, wounld
not have to be held in an unnatural and uncomfortable
position with the edge of the cutter head horizontal and
the clippers moving through a path defining a line perpen-
dicular to the horizontal.

The concept of a pivotal handle portion on the barber-
ing comb seemed also reasonable from the standpoint that
it could be adjusted to suit the individual barber’s pref-
erence. However, this concept was found to be unac-
ceptable because, although it had the effect of providing
the right or clipper hand with a more matural motion, it
also required an unnatural motion in the left hand. It was
thus determined that such a comb was disadvantageous
because of the difficulty for the average barber to adapt
to continually rotating the comb slightly on a vertical axis
at the end of each stroke of the comb through the hair.
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It was also found that such a comb was not readily adapt-
able for rotation on its longitudinal axis for using the
smooth side or opposite face thereon in a fine-cutting
operation. It is acknowledged, however, that the fore-
going experimentation contributed to the development
of the barbering comb presented herein.

In accordance with my invention I provide a barber-
ing comb having an intermediate flat rectangular base
portion from which is extended along each edge thereof
separate sets of teeth such that the base portion and its
oppositely extending sets of teeth are in the same plane.
The barbering comb is further provided with a unitary
handle portion having the longitudinal axis of the rec-
tangular base portion. The handle is purposely made flat
and somewhat stubby so that it can be easily held and
manipulated by the fingers and thumb of the barber. The
entire body of the comb is as thin as is practical in such
construction, with the handle being of a uniform thickness
that is no greater than the thickness of the material
through the body of the base portion. Thus, the handle is
such that it can be deftly manipulated by the barber when
he chooses to axially rotate the comb so as to freely aiter-
nate the comb to present either face thereof toward the
cutting head of his clippers.

The clipper guide means embodied in the comb’s con-
struction comprises a row or line of nodule-like projec-
tions which protrude from the side surfaces of a plurality
of the teeth making up one of the aforementioned sets.
A critical aspect of the invention is the positioning of the

nodule-like projections in relation to the longitudinal axis :

of the comb. Each projection is an integral extension from
the side surface of a tooth but the projections preferably
are not extended from adjacent teeth. Rather, it is pre-
ferred that two projection-free teeth are.interposed be-
tween teeth having the integral projections protruding re-
spectively therefrom so that the total number of projec-
tions is substantially less than the total number of teeth
in the set.

Another critical feature of the comb’s design relates to
angling the straight line of projections on the face of the
comb so that the row of projections forms an acute angle
in relation to the longitudinal axis of the comb’s body.
In one preferred embodiment of the invention, the line of
projections does not extend the full length of the teeth
set from which it protrudes. The line of projections ex-
tends less than three-fourths the long dimension of the
face of the comb, leaving a substantial area of teeth at the
end of the comb opposite the handle without any pro-
jections at all.

The functional advantages of the features of the in-
vention will be best understood from the ensuing detailed
description when read with reference to the accompany-
ing drawing in which:

FIGURE 1 is an elevational view of one preferred
embodiment of my new and improved barbering comb:

FIGURE 2 is a fragmental elevation illustrating an-
other embodiment of my barbering comb.

FIGURE 3 is a vertical sectional view taken along line
HI—III of FIGURE 1.

Referring first to FIGURE 1, my barbering comb com-
prises a substantially flat base piece or body portion 4
having an elongated rectangular configuration. Extending
from one side or long edge of the rectangular base piece
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4 is a first set 6 of parallel comb teeth. A second set 8-of

comb teeth extends from the other or lower edge of the
comb base portion 4. Extending from an end of the rec-
tangular base piece 4 is a handle portion 16 which is pref-
erably equal to approximately 15 the length of the base
portion 4. The configuration of the comb is such that the
base portion 4 and all of the aforementioned extensions,
therefrom are in the same plane, the only exception being
the nodule-like guide means or line of projections 12 which
are hereafter described.

Forming a straight line which is at an angle of approxi-
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mately 13° to the longitudinal axis of the base portion 4
are a series' of nodule-like projections or clipper guide
stops 12. The first projection in the set 12, nearest the
handle portion 16, is extended from iis base tooth 65 at
approximately 15 the distance along the length of the
tooth 65 from the base or body portion 4. In this embodi-
ment of my comb the guide stops or projections 12 are
spaced apart so that one guide stop appears on every third
tooth, The line of projections 12 as shown in FIGURE 1
ends with the projection which extends from its base
tooth 6d. The projection protruding from tooth 6d is posi-
tioned back a slight distance from the end of the tooth
so as to leave an end portion of the tooth extended beyond
the projection.

The line of projections 12 does not extend across the
full length of the comb face shown in FIGURE 1, so a
substantial row of teeth as indicated by the bracket 7
comprise an area having no projections extended there-
from.

The preferred configuration for each of the projections
12 is illustrated in FIGURE 3. Each projection comprises
an integral extension of the tooth from which it protrudes
and has a vertical wall or stop face 124 and a sloping
back portion 125. The back portion 125 serves to provide
strength and body for the projection so that repeated
striking of the clipper head thereto will not cause the pro-
jection to be broken away from the comb tooth from
which it is extended. It is further provided that each pro-
jection 12 be smoothly rounded so as to present no cor-
ners.or sharp edges that will chaff the skin or snag the
hair.

The embodiment of the comb shown in FIGURE 2
differs from the embodiment shown in FIGURE 1 pri-
marily in the relative angle and length at the line of pro-
jections 12. In FIGURE 2 the line of projections 12 ex-
tends substantially the full length of the set 6 of teeth,
and the projection line forms an angle with the longi-
tudinal axis of the base portion 4 of approximately 8°. It
should be noted also that in the embodiment shown in
FIGURE 4 the first projection nearest the handle portion
10 is positioned at a distance that is slightly less than half
way out the length of the base tooth 6¢ from its point of
connection to the base portion 4.

In both the embodiments illustrated in FIGURE 1 and
FIGURE 2, the reverse side or opposite face of the comb
{not shown) would be flat and unobstructed, presenting
a face that would be identical to the comb face shown in
FIGURE 1 if the projections 12 were removed therefrom.

Although I have illustrated exemplary embodiments of
my invention, it will be apparent that various modifica-
tions may be made without departing from the spirit and
scope of the appended claims.

What I claim is:

1. A barbering comb having a substantially flat planar
configuration comprising a thin base piece formed as an
elongated rectangle; two sets of teeth extending from op-
posite sides of said rectangular base piece of 180° to each
other to form two substantially flat and directly opposite
faces on said comb, with each of said sets comprising a
plurality of parallel teeth of equal length; the teeth of the
first of said sets having nodule projections spaced inward-
ly from the free ends of the comb, protruding perpen-
dicular to one face of said comb and defining a straight
line thereover, with said line defining an acute angle
greater than zero degrees in relation.to the longitudinal
axis of said base piece.

2. A barbering comb as defined in claim 1 and further
comprising a substantially flat handle portion extended
from a narrow end of said rectangular base piece and in
the same plane therewith.

3. A barbering comb as defined in claim I wherein said
angle is of at least 5°.

4. A barbering comb as defined in claim 3 wherein said
line of projections extends less than three-fourths the
length of said face of said comb.
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5. A barbering comb as defined in claim 3 wherein said
line of projections extends substantially the full length of
said face,

6. A barbering comb as defined in claim 3 wherein the
first of said first projections at an end of said line is spaced
approximately midway along the length of the tooth from
which said first projection protrudes.

7. A barbering comb as defined in claim 6 wherein the
last of said projections at the other end of said line is
spaced back from the free end of the tooth from which
said last projection protrudes.

8. A barbering comb as defined in claim 3 wherein the
greatest thickness through said handle portion is substan-
tially equal to the thickness through said base piece,
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