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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE,

WILLIAM A. PARTIE, OF BUFFALO, NEW- YORK, ASSIGNOR OF ONE-HALF TO WILLIAI I,

BLAKESLEE, OF BUFFALO, NEW YORK
STAMP-AFFIXING MACHINTE,

Application filed September iO, 1908. . Serial No. 333,997,

To all whom it may concern: , In the drawings, Figures 1 and 2 taken
Be it known that I, Wirtiam A. Parmie, a together constitute a plan view; Figs. 8 and:
citizen of the United States, residing at Buf- | 4 taken together constitute a front eleva-
falo, in the county of Krie and State of New | tion; Fig. 5 is a section on the line z—g of
York, have invented a new and useful Im- | Fig. 2; Fig. 6 is a detail perspective 6f the
Provement in Stamp-Affixing Machines, of | mechanism for bringing the first stamp of
which the following is a specification. a row to position of registry; Fig. 7 is a
My invention relates to stamp-affixing ma- | detail perspective of my means for raising
chines, and more particularly to that class of | the carria e clear of the sheet of stamps.
machines in which - the stamps are succes- The becfr
sively fed under a plunger, successively | obstructed surface slightly  wider than a
moistened, and separated from the sheet of sheet of stamps and slightly more than twice

stamps and affixed to the face of envelops. - | the length of a sheet of stamps.. Mounted in.

The object of my invention is fo produce a | transverse ways.at the ends of the bed 1 is
machine 1n which all of the operations inci- | a bridge 2, made up of end pieces and four
dent -to the - affixing of an entire sheet of | longitudinal bars 2,927,927 and 277, A
stamps will be performed, directly and indi- carriage 8 is mounted to travel longitudi-
rectly, by the reciprocation of g single lever. | nally upon the bridge 2. Tt will thus be

To this end my invention consists of the | seen that the carriage moves, with reference
several mechanisms and combinations here- | to the bed 1, in all four directions—-longi-
inafter shown, described and claimed; and tudinally upon the bridge 2, and trans-
for the purposes of an orderly and clear de- versely with the bridge 2.
seription, the following general description Secured to.the carviage 3 is a- serrated
and enumeration of functions is given: A | blade 4 (see Fig. 3) the serrations of which
sheet, of stamps is placed in the machine, flat | bear against the face of the sheet of stamps
upon a bed-plate: .it is brought to place so | to carry it along on the bed 1. I also secure
that the first stamp of the first row has been spring fingers 5 to the carriage to further
moistened and is in registry with the affix- grip and carry the sheet of stamps. Tt
ing plunger. A stroke of the hand lever |-will now be seen that movement of the car-
acts to sever the stamp from the sheet and | riage 3 to the left will carry the sheet of
to affix it. The automatic return of the stamps longitudinally; that ‘when the car-
hand lever moves the sheet of stamps for- riage is raised and moved with the bridge
ward, step by step, and, step by step, sets transversely and again lowered to engage-

up, and finally actuates mechanism “which ment, it will carry the sheet of stamps back

shifts the sheet of stamps back and brings | with it; that when it is again moved down
the next row to he affixed in line and in transversely it will bring another row - of
registry, and repeats such operations until stamps into line for affixing, and that when
all of the sheet has been affixed. A .| it is moved up to the starting point, the first
The several functions performed are,— stamp of the next row will be brought to
(1) moving the stamp to position; (2) mois- | place for affixing. ,
-tening the stamp; (3) severing the stamp I will now describe the several operations
from the. sheet and aflixing the same; (4) | above enumerated.
disengaging the carriers from the sheet of L. Moving the stamp to position.—This is
stamps: (5) moving the carriage to engage really the last half of a preceding movement,
another row of stamps;’ (6) carrying the | but 1s best described at this point. ¢ is
sheet of stamps back to the beginning or | the hand lever which is pivoted to a bracket
right hand end of the machine: (7) bring- | ¢’ mounted upon a transverse fixed plate 7.
ing the sheet forward to the line of opera- | The hand lever 6 has a key 8 (or, if pre-
tion: (8) bringing the first stamp to be used | ferred, a handle) by which it may be forced
to position of registry. downwardly by the hand. Mounted upon
I will. first, briefly describe the general | the carriage 3 is a rack 9 and rigidly mount-
mechanism, and then describe the same in | ed upon the plate 7 is a beni arm 10
detail in the order of the functions: above | (see Fig. 4).; "Pivoted to the end of arm
cnumerated.” 110 i & dog 11, which engrages' the rack o

of the machine 1, has a flat, un-’
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and pivoted to the side of the arm 10 is a
bell-crank lever 12, the upper end of which
is link pivoted to the hand lever 6, and the
lower end of which is pivoted to a dog 13
which engages with the rack 9. The distance
between any two of the teeth of the rack 9 is
equal to the width of a stamp. A retraction
spring 14 has one end secured to the bridge

2 and the other to the forward end of the
carriage 3, normally tending to draw the-

carriage to the right. If now we assume
that the hand lever 6 has been depressed,
the dog 13 will have engaged the next notch
to_the right on the rack 9; and when the
lever 6 is raised (by the springs of the plun-
ger as hereafter described) the bell-crank

lever 12 will be swung upwardly forcing the:
. dog 13 to the left until the dog 11 drops by

gravity into the next notch beyond its pres-
ent position. This will have moved the rack

9 one notch, *with it the carriage 3, and,
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through the grippers 4 and 5, the sheet of
stamps will have been moved the width of
one stamp. S

9. Moistening the stamp.—Directly be-
neath the row of stamps and adjacent to
the plunger, is a moistening roller 15 (see
Fig. 4) which is spring-held up against the
gummed surface of the stamp next to be
used, through an opening in the bed-plate,
and which 1s moistened in any desired man-
ner, as, for example, by a sponge 16. By
this means the stamp is moistened just be-
fore it is used—that is, during the last
half of a preceding movement of the hand
lever. .

3. Severing the stamp from the sheet and
affiwing the same.—An opening the size of a
stamp is cut through the bed 1 at 17, (See
Figs. 4 and 5.) The periphery of this open-
ing is preferably provided with a hardened
steel cutting edge 18 set in upon the surface.
Mounted through the plate 7 are guide rods
19, which sre free to reciprocate in said
plate 7. Secured to the lower ends of these
reds is a rectangular-shaped presser 20, the
intericer opening of which is the same size

. and registers with the opening 17. Secured
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to the upper ends of the rods 17 is a rec-
tangular-shaped yoke 21, and interposed be-
tween the yoke 21 and the upper surface of
the plate 7 and over the guide rods 19 are
springs 22, which tend {o raise the yoke 21
and the presser 20. TIn the yoke 21 and in
an opening in the plate 7 is a guide casing
292/, rectangular in cross section and having
an interior cross section ‘equal to that of
the opening 17. Within this casing 227 is
the stamp plunger 23. which has the same
cross section as the opening 17, and is, of

.course, the proper size to ciit out a stamp.

The stamp plunger 23 is link-pivoted to the
hand lever 6. Secured to the hand lever 6
is u yoke 24, and to the yoke 24 are secured
vods 25 which, at their lower ends pass

' 938,262

through the yoke 21 and are free to recipro-
cate therein. Over these vods 25 are placed
springs 26 which tend to force the yolkes
apart. The springs 26 are considerably
stronger than the springs 22, for reasons
which will appear presently. The opera-
tion is as follows: Assuming a stamp to be
in place’over the opening 17, when pressure
is applied to the hand lever 6—the springs
26 being unitedly stronger than the springs
22 unitedly—the presser 20 will be forced
down upon the sheet of stamps and will hold
the sheet firmly. The plunger 23 will then
be forced down, and entering the opening
17 will sever and carry down the stamp to
be affixed upon an envelop previously placed
beneath the opening 17. As soon as pres-
sure is removed from the hand lever 6 the
parts will return to normal position. It
will also be noted that, in this movement, the
dogs 11 and 13 have cobperated with the
rack 9, as described in the second preceding

“operation, and moved the carriage one step,

bringing another stamp to place just as the
plunger 23 clears the opening 17, and at the
same time moistening the stamp on the roller
15 as it moves to place.

4. Disengaging the carriers from the sheet
of stamps—When the last stamp of a row
has been affixed it is necessary to lift the
grippers 4 and 5 and move them over to en:

“gage the next row of stamps. The carriage

3 1s provided with a longitudinal bar 63
which is suitably mounted on the transverse
bars 64 and 65 and is preferably raised some-
what above the level of the carriage. The
bar 63 is adapted to register with and travel
through grooves 66 and 67 in the lower part

of the transverse fixed plate 7, and these,

grooves are spaced apart the width of s sin-
gle row of stamps. The bar 63 is provided
with indentations 68 and 69 which are
spaced apart a distance equal to the distance
between the cross pieces.51 and 54. Upon
the carriage 3 are the flat bars 27, arranged
at the four corners of the carriage. Pivoted
to the bed 1 are lever arms 28, underneath
which are compression springs 29 (see Fig.

-7) and over the free ends of which are slot-

ted yokes 30. Arranged outside of and ad-
jacent to the lever arms 28 are inverted
L-shaped lugs 81. These parts are arranged
to act as follows: When the carriage 3 nears
the end of its movement-—when, say, two
stamps remain to be affixed,—the flat bars 27
ride onto the levers 28 and ride under the
L-shaped lugs 31. As the carringe moves
farther forward the lever arms 28 ave forced
down and the springs 29 are compressed ; but

the carriagé cannot rise, as it is held down 1

by the lugs 31, Tmmediately. after the hand
lever 6 has completed the veturn stroke aflix-
ing the last stamp in a row, the bars 27 pass
out from under the lugs 31 and immediately
the springs 29 force the levers 28 upwardly
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~ rated blade 4 and the spring
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. tends to force said arm toward

. Plane of the arm 82, The lug
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30‘ will permit lifting
bars 27." By reference

as high as the yokes
the carriage 3 by the

to Fig. 5 1t will be séen that the carriage 3.
takes over the sides of the bars 9’ and 2777,

so that when the carriage is raised as above
described, it is not freed from the bridge 2.
When the carriage is thus raised, the ser-
ing fingers 5 will
be raised clear of the sheet of stamps.

5. Moying the cwrriage to engage onother
row of stwmps—Pivoted to the side of the
base 1 is a lever arm 32, (see Iig. 1) which
has a segmental rack 33, which. is engaged by
a dog 34 pivoted to saidsbase, A compres-
sion spring 85 is interposed between a lug
on the base 1 and said lever arm 39 and
the carriage.
3 travels in the
36 is 80 posi-
tioned on the carriage that it will strike and
force down the lever arm 82 during, say, the
aflixing of the last three ‘stamps n a row.,
When the last stamp of 4 row 15 affixed and
just as the arms 27 pass out from under the
lugs 31 and the carriage is raised, the lug 36
strikes the arm of the dog 34 and throws it
out of engagement with the segment 33.
Simultaneously the right hand end of the
bar 68 passes beyond the transverse plate 7
and thus is disengaged from the groove 66
and the indentations 68 and 69 register with
the cross pieces 51 and 54. Thus the .car-
riage is unlocked and the arm 32, driven by
the spring 85, strikes the lug 36 and forees
the carriage the width of a row of stamps.
The bridge 2 is provided with stops 70 and
71 and when it is moved. transversely baclk-
wardly the stops 70 strike against the raised

A lug 36 on the carriage

“side bar 72! of the bed plate 1; when it is
moyed transversely forwardly the stops T1.

strike against the Taised side bar 73 of the
bed plate 1. Thus the transverse movements
of the bridge 2 are limited to the width of a
When the carriage
and bridge are thus moved over, the ends of
the plates 27 drop off from the'lever arms
28 and allow the serrated blade 4 and the
spring fingers 5 to engage the sheet of
stamps. . Referring to Figs. 2 and 5 it will
be seen that the lever arm 28 shown at the
top of Fig. 2 drops into the noteh 41 in the
plate 27 when the carriage 3 is pushed to the
rear by the spring 35 and remains in this
notch during ‘part of the movement of the
carriaOge from the left to the right.

8. Carrying the sheet of stamps back to

the beginning end.—The spring 14 having

- been put under tension by the movement of
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_the carriage, as soon as the carriage is moved

transversely, as above described, the rack 9
is moved laterally out of engagement with
the dogs 11 and 13, and the bar 63 registers
with the groove 67 and, the carriage having
been Towered, the eross pieces 51 and 54 are
freed from the indentations 68 and 69, The.

| sheet of stamps is carried

a

tension of the spring 14 then moves the car- .

riage on the. bridge back to the starting

‘point.

7. Bringing the sheet of stamps  for-
ward.—~Momted to reciprocate upon the
fixed plate 7 (see Figs. 2 and 5) is a rack 42.
A guide rod. 43 connects the rack 42 with the
bracket 6’, and interposed  between the
bracket 6" and the rack 42 and placed over
the gnide-rod 43 is a compression spring 44,
A dog 45 capable of engaging the rack 42 is

pivoted to a bell-crank lever 46 which is pivZ

oted to a bracket on the fixed plate 7, and,
this bell-crank lever 4¢ 1s, in turn, connected
to the hand lever 6 by pivot-Tinks. Upon the
under side of the plate 7 is a lug 47 (sec Iig.
5) which is connected to and moves witly the
rack 42. This Tug 47 is so positioned as to

-engage a bar of the carriage 8 as presently
deserihed.

Mounted integral with the rack
42 is a rack 48. (See-Fig 2:) A dog 49,
secured to the plate 7 engages the rack 48.
The operation is as follows: With each
movement of the hand lever 6, the dog 45
moves the rack 42 one notch, the dog 49 en-
gaging the rack 48 to brevent the rack 42
from moving back. Thus, step by step, the
spring 44 is set up and the lug 47 moved
back.” A flat bar 50 has one end secured to
a cross-piece 51 secured to the base of the
machine (see Figs. 1 and 2) and has the
other, free and lying underneath the dog 49,
Upon the under side of this bar 50 is a down-
wardly projecting lug 52 (shown in dotted
outline in Fig. 9). On the carriage (see
Tig. 1) is a Iug 53.  The operation is as fol-
lows: The spring 44 having been set up and
the lug 47 having been moved back by the
action of the dog 45 in the rack 42, when
the carriage is moved over transversely as
above deseribed in the 5th movement, the lug
53 will be under the bar 50: and as the car-
riage reaches its initial Position at the right
hand end, the lug 53 will strike the lug 52
on the underside of the bar 50, and as the
lug 52 is beveled upwardly to slide over the
lug 53, it will cause the bar 50 to be raised
and to lift the dog 49 out of engagement
with the rack 48 This will release the
spring 44, and cause it to move the lug 47
against a bar of the carriage 3 and move it
transversely to the proper position when the
bar 63 will again be brought into position
for registry with the- groove 66, Since the
i by the carriage,
the sheet will thus be moved down to bring
the next row in line for affixing. :

8. Bringing the first stamp of o row to
position—Tt is now necessary to move the
sheet of stamps up to position of registry
under the affixing plunger.” This is done in
the following manfer: Upon the cross-piece
51 and a cross-piece 54 (see Figs. 1, 8 and 6)
is a sliding plate 55, normally drawn to the
left by a spring 56, Pivoted to this sliding
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plate 55 is a dog 57, which engages a rack

68 secured to the cross pieces 51 and 54.

The dog 57 is of spring wmaterial and vields
=) =1

- upwardly to pass over the teeth of the rack
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58. It is alse capable of moving horizon-
tally in one direction on its pivot, but is
held normally over the rack by a spring 59.
The dog has at its fore end a downwardly
and backwardly bent extension 57/ as clearly
shown in Fig. 6. Upon the carviage (see
Figs. 1 and 8) is a lug 60 with a hooked
end, which iz capable of engaging the ex-
tension 57’ on the dog 57, us hereafter de-
scribed. Blot-pivoted to the common plate
of racks 42 and 48 is a bell-crank lever 61,
which reciprocates on a pivot on the cross-
piece 54, and the other end of which engages
a pin 62 on the sliding plate 55. It will
now be seen that, as the racks 42 and 48 are

‘moved back, the bell-crank lever 61 will be

moved, and that if, in turn, bearing against
the pin 62, will move the sliding plate 55
and cause the dog 57 to engage in an ad-
vance-notch in the rack 58 with each step.
Thus, as the hand lever is reciprocated n
the process of affixing a row of stamps, the
spring 56 is set up and the plate 55 moves to
the right. When the carriage has completed
the movements-above described, and just as
the carriage is moved forward transversely
in the last (7th) movement, the lug 60 en-
gages the hooked or bent end 57" of the dog
57 and throws the dog sidewise, against the
spring 59, out of the rack 58. "This allows
the spring 56 to act, through the engage-
ment of the dog 57 with the lug 60 upon the
carriage and to draw the same forward (to
the left) until the limits of the slots in the
plate 55 are reached, which is the predeter-
mined position of registry for the sheet of
stamps. When- the plate 55 has thus moved
back, the dog 57 will be snapped back by the
spring .59, ewing to the depression or shoul-
der on the rack, preceding the first notch,
and the lug <60 freed from the hooked end

577 of the dog 57. Tt will be noted that, as
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the-racks 42 and 48 have previously moved
back, the bell-crank- lever 61 is out of the
way of the pin 62 when it moves back. It

_will thus be seen that, after a sheet of stamps

has been once put in place, by the. operation
of the hand lever, every movement is caused ;

- so that the operator has nothing to do but to

feed in the envelops and apply power to tle
lever so long as the sheet of stamps lasts. I
am thus able to take a sheet of stamps, and

without -severing them in strips, or rolling"

or folding them, to sever and affix them, one
at a time by the simple operation of pressing
down a single lever for each affixing.
Having thus described my invention, and
without limiting myself to the specific con-
struction shown, what I claim is:
1. In a stamp aflixing machine, means for

933,262

severing and affixing a stamp, means for
bringing the next stamp to position for affix-
ing, means for moving a sheet of stamps af-
ter one row has been affixed, means for bring-
ing another row of stamps into line for affix-
ing, and wmeans for bringing the first stamp
of a row to registry for aflixing by an auto-

| matic initial forward movement.

2. In a stamp affixing machine, means for
moistening, severing and affixing a stamp,
means for bringing the next stamp to posi-
tion for aflixing, means for moving a sheet
of stamps after one row has been affixed,
means for bringing another row of stamps
imto line for affixing, and means for bringing
the first stamp of a row to registry for affix-
ing by an automatic initial forward move-
ment. ) :

3. In a stamp affixing machine, means for
moistening a stamp, means for severing and
aflixing the stamp by the reciprocation of a
lever, means for antomatically bringing the
next stamp to position for aflixing by the
action of said lever in affixing the first
stamp, and means for automatically bring-
ing the first stamp of the next row en a sheet
to place for aflixing by automatically mov-
ing the sheet of stamps back, then trans-
versely, and then forward to bring the first
stamp of the next row to position for affix-
ing when one row has heen afiixed.

4. In a stamp aflixing machine, means for
moistening, severing and affixing a stamp,
means for moving a sheet of stamps step by
step for successively aflixing all the stamps
of one row, means for automatically moving
the sheet back, transversely, and then for-
ward bringing the first stamp of the next
row into position for aflixing and means for
thus automatically bringing the several rows
into position one row at a time for affixing
one stamp at a time until the entire sheet has
been afiixed. :

5. In a stamp sflixing machine, a hed for
receiving a sheet of stamps flat, 2 moistening
device, a reciprocating device for severing
and affixing a stamp, means actuated by said
reciprocating device for moving the sheet of
stamps on said bed step by step for affixing,
and means actuated by said reciprocating
‘device for moving said sheet of stamps lon-
gitudinally and transversely to bring the
next row of stamps in position for aflixing,

6. In a stamp aflixing machine, a bed for
receiving a sheet of stamps flat, a moistening
device, a reciprocating device for severing
and affixing a stamp, a carriage and means
for gripping a sheet of stamps and aute-
matic means actiated by said reciprocating
device for moving said carriage step by step,
for releasing said gripping means when a
row of stamps has been afixed. for moving
sald carriage transversely to engage the st.eet
of stamps to bring another row to place, for
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moving said carriage and the sheet of stamps
back, and also transversely to bring the next
row into- position for affixing. )

7. In a stamp affixing machine a bed for
recelving a sheet of stamps flat, a recipro-
cating device for severing and aflixing a
stamp, a carriage, means for locking said
carriage against transverse movement while
a row o stamps is being affixed, means for
gripping the sheet of stamps, means actu-
ated by said reciprocating device for moving
said carriage step by step so as to bring suc-
cessive stamps of the row into position for
affixing, méans for releasing said gripping
means when a row of stamps has been af.
fixed, means for releasing said carriage and
allowing it to move transversely so ‘as to
engage the sheet of stamps and bring’ an-
other row to place, means for moving said
carriage and the sheet of stamps back, and
means for moving said carriage transversely -
to bring the next row into position for af-
fixing. ' ‘

8. In a stamp affixing machine, a bed for
receiving a sheet of stamps flat, a moisten-

~ing device, a reciprocating ‘device for sever-

* means for gripping a
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ing and affixing a stamp, a carriage and
¢ sheet of stamps, and
automatic means actuated by said recipro-
cating device for moving said carriage step
by step, for releasing said gripping means
when a row of stamps has been affixed, for
moving said carriage transversely to engage
the sheet of stamps to bring another row to
place, for moving said sheet of stamps back,
and also transversely, and for moving said
sheet of stamps forward to bring the first
stamp of the next row to_position for affix-
ing. ‘ :

9. In a stamp affixing machine, means for
bringing the first stamp in the first row of a
sheet of stamps to registry for affixing by an
automatic initial forwar movement; means
for bringing the next stamp to position for
affixing, means for movinga sheet of stamps
after one row has been aflixed, means for
bringing another row into line for affixing,
and means for severing and aflixing the sev-
éral stamps of the sheet comprising a base
with an opening therein, a presser for en-
gaging the surface of the sheet of stamps to
hold it for severing, a plunger reciprocating
within said presser and through said open-
ing, springs for bringing said presser into
action ahead of the plunger, and springs for
returning said plunger.

10. In a machine for affixing stamps, a bed
for receiving the sheet of stamps flat, a
bridge capable of transverse movement over
said bed, a carriage capable of longitudinal
movement on suaid bridge, means for sever-
ing and affixing a stamp, means for grippin
a sheet of stamps and means for moving sais
carriage and said sheet of stamps step by

step; and automatic means for releasing the
grip on said sheet, moving the bridge trans-
versely and
moving the sheet back to the beginning end,
for moving the sheet transversely to bring
another row of stamps in line for affixing,
and for bringing the first stamp to position
for affixing. ,

11. In a machine for affixing stamps, a re-
ciprocating hand lever, a plunger for sever-
ing and aﬂgl;xing a stamp, a base for receiving
a sheet of stamps, a carriage and gripper for
moving the stamp sheet, ratchet mechanism
actuated by said hand lever for moving the
carriage step by step, a bridge supporting
said carriage, a spring for retracting said
carriage, automatic means for raising said
carriage and grippers from engagement
with the sheet of stamps when the last stamp
of a row has been affixed, automatic- means
for moving said .carriage and- said bridge
transversely the width of a row of stamps
and lowering said carriage to grip the sheet,
automatic means for permitting said spring
to retract the carriage as soon as lowered to

igrip the sheet, and automatic means set in”

operation by the retraction of said carriage
for bringing the first stamp .of another row
to place for aflixing. - ) .

12. In a stamp affixing machine, a base, a
bridge having a transverse movement on
said base, a carriage having a longitudinal
movement on said bridge and capable of
vertical movement on said bridge, levers
and springs acting. on said levers, and lugs
secured to said base and arms or bars on said
carrjage, whereby said Springs are com-
pressed by engagement of said bars with
said levers as the carriage moves forward

-and whereby said carriage is raised when

said bars pass out from under said lugs.

13. In'a stamp affixing machine a_lever
pivoted to a fixed part of the machine, a
spring normally holding said lever at an
angle with the line of movement of the car-
riage, a carriage and means for moving the
same step by step, a bridge supporting said
carriage, a lug on said carriage capable of
riding over the face of said lever, a rack on
said lever and a dog engaging said rack
and pivoted to a fixed part of he machine,
whereby said Ing sets up said spring by
engaging said lever in its forward movement
and whereby said lug throws said dog out of
engagement at the proper time to permit

said spring to move said bridge transversely,

14. In a stamp aflixing machine the com-
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gripping the sheet again, for -
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bination with a reciprocating hand lever, of - -

means for severing and affixing a stamp,
means for moving a sheet of stamps step by
step for affixing, means for moving the sheet
of stamps to the beginning end of the ma-
chine, means for moving the sbeet toward
the front into line for affixinz, mcans con-
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nected with the hand lever for setting up a
spring and ratchet mechanism ‘and means
for releasing said spring and ratchet mech-
anism at the proper time for bringing the
stamp sheet into position for affixing the
first stamp of the first row of the sheet
brought forward transversely.

15. In a stamp affixing machine, in com-
bination with a reciprocating hand lever,
means for severing and affixing a stamp and
means for moving a sheet of stamps step by
step, a base, a bridge, a carriage and means
for gripping a sheet of stamps, a ratchet
mechanism actuated by said hund lever to
move said carriage step by step, means actu-
ated by the movement of said carriage to
move the carriage transversely, at the proper
time, means for retracting the said carriage,
and means for moving said carriage trans-

versely and forwardly to bring the first

stamp of a next succeeding row into posi-
tion for affixing comprising a spring and

933,262

ratchet mechanism for setting up said spring
during the step by step movement by the
reciprocation of said hand lever, a lug on
sald carriage for throwing said spring into
action when the carriage has been refracted ;
and a second spring and ratchet mechanism
and a lng on said carriage for throwing
said last mentioned spring into action when
said carriage has been moved forward
transversely, and a lever mechanism con-
necting said first mentioned ratchet mech-
anism with sald last mentioned ratchet
mechanism  whereby said last mentioned
ratchet mechanism sets up its spring coinei-
dently with the action of said first men-
tioned ratchet mechanism.

In testimony whereof 1 have hereunto set
my hand in the presence of two witnesses,

WILLIAM A PARTIE.
Witnesses:
i A, Keruy,
A WL Macomsen,
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