T 0 O A

WO 01/69183 A3

(12) INTERNATIONAL APPLICATION PUBLISHED UNDER THE PATENT COOPERATION TREATY (PCT)

(19) World Intellectual Property Organization
International Bureau

(43) International Publication Date
20 September 2001 (20.09.2001)

PCT

A0 O O A

(10) International Publication Number

WO 01/69183 A3

(51) International Patent Classification’: GOIF 23/292

(21) International Application Number: PCT/US01/07901

(22) International Filing Date: 13 March 2001 (13.03.2001)

(25) Filing Language: English
(26) Publication Language: English
(30) Priority Data:
09/524.681 14 March 2000 (14.03.2000) US
(71) Applicant: DADE BEHRING INC. [US/US]; 1717 Deer-
field Road, Deerfiled, IL 60015 (US).
(72) Inventor: CHOW, Allan, Tit-Shing: 109 Banbury Drive,

Wilmington, DE 19803 (US).

(74) Agents: RUSZALA, Lois, K.. Dade Behring Inc.. 1717
Deerfield Road, Deerfield. IL 60015 et al. (US).

(81) Designated State (national): IP.

(84) Designated States (regional): European patent (AT, BE.
CH. CY, DE. DK, ES, FI. FR, GB, GR, IE. IT. LU, MC,
NL, PT, SE, TR).

Published:
-—  with international search report

(88) Date of publication of the international search report:
28 February 2002

For two-letter codes and other abbreviations, refer to the "Guid-
ance Notes on Codes and Abbreviations” appearing at the begin-
ning of each regular issue of the PCT Gazette.

(54) Title: METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR DETERMINING LIQUID LEVELS IN A LIQUID SAMPLE CONTAINER

30r

-

OOQOOI
i
|
|

30d

l

\

16

10b

(57) Abstract: Monitoring the intensity pattern of a radiation beam reflected from a sample tube before and after the tube is tilted
from an original alignment to determine signal areas that correspond to the location of a liquid interface within the tube.
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