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1 ,

This invention relates to means for securing N

an end of a canvas, particularly the forward end,
which is generally employed to cover over a truck
or a truck trailer, and which structure may be
employed to permit quick attaching and detach-
ing of the canvas from the truck member, and
at the same time afford perfect security against
water leakage across or around the connection.

A primary object of the invention is to provide
a structure which may be applied to truck bodies
or truck trailers already constructed so that there
will be no material change in construction of any
part of the truck member. A further primary
object of the invention is to provide a structure
which will withstand the intense pressure ap-
plied to the canvas under traffic conditions due
to wind pressures and the like, and which con-
struction will withstand not only these pressures,
but also prevent the driving in and around the
connection of rain.

A still further important object of the inven-
tion is to provide an interconnection of the na-
ture above indicated wherein the connection
may be quickly made all without use of tools,

and without having to exert undue energy in 2

pulling the canvas into position,

_ These and many other objects and advan-
tages of the invention will become apparent to
those versed in the art in the following descrip-
tion of one particular form of the invention as
illustrated in the accompanying drawing, in
which,

Fig. 1 is a view in top perspective of a trailer
body to which the invention is applied;

Fig. 2, a view in top plan in partial section of
a, fragmentary portion of the structure embody-
ing the invention; and
. Fig. 3, a longitudinal section on the line 3—3
in Fig. 2.

Referring to the drawing, in which like char-
acters of reference indicate like parts in the sev-
eral views, there is employed the usual canvas
10 which has sufficient length and breadth to
cover over the top side at least of the body 1.
This canvas [0 is preferably hemmed along its

forward edge to provide a double thickness,
through which are secured a plurality of spaced
apart grommets 12. Then in intermediate spac-
ing between adjacent grommets 12, there is se-
cured to this forward end edge portion of the
canvas [0 a plurality of straps 13 to be fixed
thereto in any suitable manner such as by the
stitching 14. The straps 13 extend by lengths
forwardly from the edge of the canvas 10.

A band of canvas {9 is formed, preferably of
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I 2 - .
double thickness, Fig. 3, to be clamped through
a forward portion to a metal deck 16 which ex-
tends rearwardly from the forward end of the
body {1. Spaced along this strip 15 are a plu-
rality of straps 171 secured thereto by any suit-
able means such as by the stitching 18. The
rear ends of these straps I7 carry buckles 18, and
the straps i1 are aligned in spaced relation one
from the other with the corresponding spacing
of the straps {3 which are secured to the can- -
vas 10. That is, the spacing between the straps
13 on the eanvas 10 equals the spacing between
the straps 171 on the canvas strip 15.

Extending between adjacent strap 171 is a
length of strap 20 to be of the same thickness as
that of each of the straps I71. These straps 20
are secured to the strip 15 by any suitable means,
herein shown as by the stitching 2!. These in-
termediate straps 20 serve as fillers between the
straps 11.

Over the straps 20 and across the forward ends
of the straps 11 there is positioned a metal bar
22, and bolts 23 are passed through the bar 22,
the straps 20, the strip {5, and the deck 16, to
be held in posifion and drawn down against the
deck 16 by means of a nut 24 in each instance.

From. the forward end portion of the strip 15,
there is a length of the canvas extended integ-
rally from the strip 19, this length being desig-
nated by the numeral 25. It is folded around,
preferably by a single thickness to extend back
over the top of the strip {5, and substantially to
the rear terminal edge portion of that strip {9,
Fig. 3. The overlying portion of this length 25
is preferably doubled by having a length thereof,
26, carried back thereunder to the bend immedi-
ately forward of the bar 22. Spaced along the
rear end portion of this turned back strip 25 is
a plurality of grommets 27, each grommet being
spaced to center upon the grommet 12 there-
under. The strip 15 has affixed thereto a post 28
to center with the grommets 12 carried by the
canvas 10 so that the canvas 10 may be pulled
up over the strip I5 to have the grommets 12
slipped over and pushed down on these posts 28.
Then the straps 13 may be entered through the
buckles 19 to pull the canvas 10 forwardly so
that the strain of rearward pull by the canvas
10 is taken primarily through the straps 13, 11,
and the interconnecting buckles {9. Then the
top flap 25, 26, is pushed down over the inter-
connected straps and the forward end portion of
the canvas 10 to have the grommets 27 pushed
down into connecting engagement with the top
ends of post 28. These grommets 2T and the
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post 28 are made in the usual manner of glove
fasteners whereby the post 28 has a groove 29
therearound into which the grommet 27 may
yieldingly engage.

To complete the assembly, there is a flap 30
secured by its forward end 31 such as by stitch-
ing 32 to the rearwardly extending portions 25
and 26. This flap 30 extends rearwardly to cover
over completely the portions 25 and 26 from the
stitched line 32 and to extend preferably by an
overhanging end portion 33 therebeyond. In
order to maintain the flap 30 in its lowermost
position to cover over particularly the grommets
27, this end portion is provided with a hem 34
in which is sewed a rope 35 to give the desired
rigidity.

Thus it is to be seen that the forward end of
the canvas 8 is carried within the pocket 36
formed between the strip 18 and the overlying
extension thereof desighated by the numerals 25,
26 to have the strain straps {3, 11, take the ten-~
sion of pull of the canvas {8 from the deck {8,
and at the same time there is provided the secur-
ing means of holding the members 23, 28, down-
wardly against flapping by means of the infer-
engagement of the grommets 27 with the post 28,
and then the further covering protection of the
flap 30 to complete the water repelling provisicns
of the entire assembly. It is to be seecn that such
a means for anchoring the forward end of the
canvas (8§ may be operated very easily and at
the same time will be quite endurable as well as
heing water and wind proof. )

While I have herein shown and described my
invention in the one particular form, it is obvious
that structural changes may be employed, ail
without departing from the spirit of the inven-
tion, and it is to be particularly peointed out that
the invention is not primarily limited to truck
bodies or truck trailers, and I therefore do not
desire to be limited to that precise form beyond
the: limitations which may be imposed by the fol-
lowing claims.

I claim:

1. A structure for securing a cover canvas 1o a
body, comprising in combination, a flexible band;
means securing the band to the body; sfraps ex-
tending from said canvas; straps extending over
said band from said securing means; means for
interengagement of the straps over said band; a
length of canvas extending from said securing
means in overlapping arrangemeni across said
straps and an end portien of said cover canvas; a
plurality of posts carried by said band; gremmets
carried by said cover canvas, through which said
posts may extend; srommets in'said overlapping
canvas spaced for engagement with said posts:
and a flap fixed to said overlapping canvas-to ex-
tend gver the grommets therein.
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2. A structure for securing g cover canvas to a
body, comprising in combination, a flexible band;
means securing the band to the body; straps ex-
tending from said canvas; straps extending over
said band from said securing means; means for
interengagement of the straps over said band; a
length of canvas extending from said securing
means in overlapping arrangement across said
straps and an end portion of said cover canvas;
a plurality of posts carried by said band; grom-
mets carried by said cover:ecanvas, through which

said posts may extend; grommets in said over-

- lapping canvas spaced for engagement with said
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posts; and a flap fixed to said overlapping can-
vas to extend over the grommets therein; said
securing means comprising a clamp bar compres-
sively urging said band against said body, said
overlapping canvas length being retained also by
said bar and being folded thereover.

3. In combination with a body member, a flex-
ible band-of material; a plurality of straps se-
cured. to said band; means for fixing said band
along a longitudinal portion thereof to said mem-
ber, and also fixing said straps thereto; a cover
canvas having an edge porticn to overlap said
band; a plurality of straps extending from said
edge therecf having a common spacing with said
fiyst straps; buckles for interengaging said can-
vas-straps with said first straps;-a cover flap fixed
in relation to said body member and folded over
said fixing means to . overlap said straps and a
marginal edge of said canvas; and means for de-
tachably securing said flap in-said overlapping
position; spaced apart posts fixed to said band
to extend upwardly therefrom; and Ilocating
grommets in said canvas edge portion spaced to
be engaged by said posts; and grommets in said
flap located to engage said posts constituting said
fap detachable securing means; said flap being
a continuous part of said band; said means for
fixing the band fo said body member comprising a
bar and means for pulling the bar toward said
member to compress said band and straps there-
toward; and a second flap secured to said first flap
to overlie said flap grommets and extend beyond
the first flap and over said cover canvas; and a
corded hem along the edge portion of said second
flap which pro;;ects beyond said first flap.

PAUL F. TUERK.
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