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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
WILLIAM PROVINES, OF COLUMBIA, MISSOURI. 

UTERINE SUPPORTER, 
Specification of Letters Patent No. 15,897, dated October 14, 1856. 

To all whom it may concern; 
Beit known that I, WILLIAMPROVINEs, of 

Columbia, Boone county, State of Missouri, 
have invented a new and Improved Mode 
of Making Uterine Supporters; and I do 
hereby declare that the following is a full 
and exact description thereof, reference be 
ing had to the accompanying drawings and 
to the letters of reference marked thereon. 
The nature of my invention consists in 

providing an air tight bag somewhat 
spherical in form of suitable size and thick 
ness, this bag is to be made of india rubber 
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or other substance or substances having the 
properties of impermeability and pliancy so 
that when inflated it will retain air and con 
stitute a cushion or supporter, the opening 
in which is secured by a mouth piece made 
as follows: The mouthpiece (Figure 2) is 
composed of two tubes or short cylinders 
having to one end of each affixed a convex 
or trumpet shaped disk, these tubes are 
placed one within the other and held in po 
sition by means of a screw cut in each (male 
and female). The female tube and disk are 
placed within the bag, the disk immediately 
behind the margin of the opening; into this 
is inserted the male tube, the disk of which 
remains outside the bag. When these tubes 
are screwed tightly together, the margin of 
the opening in the bag is secured between 
the two disks or plates and made air tight. 

Figs. 1 and 2. To complete the mouth 
piece a valve Fig. 2 is so placed as to secure 

the opening in the male tube inside at or 
near the top, making it also air tight. The 
outer plate Fig. 1 is provided with a notch. 
on each side of the opening to receive two 
corresponding projections on the point of 
the syringe or elastic tube; these serve to 
hold the instrument (supporter) steady 
while receiving the air. 
Method of using. The supporter in a 

flacid state is placed in position and readily 
inflated to any required degree of tension by 
means of a flexible tube or syringe, through 
which the air may be forced into it, Fig. 2. 
The valve inside will in either case retain 
the air. The instrument may be removed at 
pleasure by introducing a blunt point into 
the external opening in the mouth piece a 
sufficient distance to raise the valve and suf 
fer the air to escape. This opening will be 
readily found, being retained in position by 
the greater weight of the mouthpiece. 
Advantages. This instrument is easy of 

application and removal, renders local med lication easy, is very adjustable, and will fur 
nish an easy elastic support promotive of 
comfort to the wearer. - 
I claim 
The combination of the ball and the valve 

apparatus described in the manner and for 
the purposes set forth. 

WILLIAMPROWNES. 
Witnesses: 

W. H. SMITH, 
JoHN H. FIELD, . 
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