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©  Game. 

  A  game  comprising  a  plurality  of  playing  pieces  (2,  4,  6, 
8,)  each  of  which  includes  at  least  one  face  bearing  a  pattern 
comprising  a  plurality  of  compartments  at  least  some  of 
which  abut  the  edge  of  the  said  one  face  and  which  extend 
therefrom  to  form  a  chain  of  contiguous  compartments  of  a 
similar  character,  the  pattern  comprising  compartments  of 
different  character. 



T h i s   i n v e n t i o n   r e l a t e s   to  games   and  more  e s p e c i a l l y  

a l t h o u g h   n o t   e x c l u s i v e l y   i t   r e l a t e s   to  c a r d   g a m e s .  

Many  c a r d   games   a re   known  w h i c h   use   c o n v e n t i o n a l   p l a y i n g  

c a r d s   or   s p e c i a l   s e t s   of  c a r d s .   T h e s e   known  c a r d   games   t e n d  

e i t h e r   to  i n v o l v e   c o m p l e x   r u l e s   w h i c h   s e r v e   by  r e a s o n   of  t h e i r  

c o m p l e x i t y   to   r e d u c e   p o p u l a r   a p p e a l   or  t h e y   t e n d   to  be  s o  

s i m p l e   as  q u i c k l y   to  become  b o r i n g ,   e v e n   when  p l a y e d   b y  

c h i l d r e n .  

The  p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n   has  f o r   an  o b j e c t   to  p r o v i d e  a   c a r d -  

game  w h i c h   p r e s e n t s   t h e   p l a y e r s  w i t h   s o m e t h i n g   of  a n  

i n t e l l e c t u a l   c h a l l e n g e   bu t   wh ich   d o e s   no t   i n v o l v e   n u m e r o u s  

r u l e s .  

A c c o r d i n g   to  the   p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n   a  game  c o m p r i s e s   a  

p l u r a l i t y   of  p l a y i n g   p i e c e s   each   of  w h i c h   i n c l u d e s   a t   l e a s t  

one  f a c e   b e a r i n g   a  p a t t e r n   c o m p r i s i n g   a  p l u r a l i t y   o f  

c o m p a r t m e n t s   a t   l e a s t   some  of  w h i c h  a b u t   t he   edge   of  t he   s a i d  

one  f a c e   and  w h i c h   e x t e n d   t h e r e f r o m   to  form  a  c h a i n   o f  

c o n t i g u o u s   c o m p a r t m e n t s   of  a  s i m i l a r   c h a r a c t e r ,   t he   p a t t e r n  

c o m p r i s i n g   c o m p a r t m e n t s   of  d i f f e r e n t   c h a r a c t e r .  

The  p l a y i n g   p i e c e s   may  be  c a r d s .   The  word  c a r d   is  u s e d  

in  a  g e n e r a l   s e n s e   and  is  i n t e n d e d   to  i n c l u d e   f l a t   p l a y i n g  

p i e c e s   made  of  c a r d b o a r d ,   wood,   i v o r y ,   m e t a l ,   p l a s t i c s   or  a n y  

c o m b i n a t i o n   of  t h e s e   or  o t h e r   m a t e r i a l s .  

The  game  may  be  p l a y e d   by  two  or  more  p l a y e r s   and  t o  

commence   p l a y  a   pack   of  the   c a r d s   is  p l a c e d   f a c e   down  on  a  



p l a y i n g   t a b l e .  _ L a c h   p l a y e r   in  t u r n   t h e n   p l a y s   a  c a r d   b y  

p l a c i n g   i t   f a c e   up  on  t h e   t a b l e   so  as  to  a b u t   a  c a r d   or  c a r d s  

a l r e a d y   in  p l a y ,   in  s u c h   a  way  t h a t   t h e   c o m p a r t m e n t s   on  t h e  

c a r d   p l a y e d ,   f o rm  w i t h   c a r d s   a l r e a d y   in  p l a y ,   a  c h a i n   o f  

c o m p a r t m e n t s   of  s i m i l a r   c h a r a c t e r .   S c o r i n g   is  d e t e r m i n e d   i n  

d e p e n d e n c e   u p o n   t h e   c h a r a c t e r s   f o r m i n g   a  c h a i n   a n d / o r   t h e  

l e n g t h   of   t h e   c h a i n   f o r m e d   and  t h e   o b j e c t   of   t h e   game  is  t o  

make  t h e   l a r g e s t   s c o r e .  

The  c a r d s   may  be  r e c t i l i n e a r ,   or  a p p r o x i m a t i n g   t o  

r e c t i l i n a r i t y   w i t h   r o u n d e d   or  c u t   c o r n e r s .  

The  c a r d s   may  be  r e c t a n g u l a r   or  s q u a r e .  

The  s a i d   s u r f a c e   of   e a c h   c a r d   may  c o m p r i s e   a  p a t t e r n  

d e f i n e d   by  a  m a t r i x   of   c o m p a r t m e n t s .  

The  c o m p a r t m e n t s   may  be  s q u a r e . o r   r e c t a n g u l a r .  

The  c h a r a c t e r   of   a  c o m p a r t m e n t   may  be  d e f i n e d   by  c o l o u r .  

C o m p a r t m e n t s   may  be  p r o v i d e d   of  a t   l e a s t   two  d i f f e r e n t  

c o l o u r s ,   some  in  one  c o l o u r   and  some  in  a n o t h e r   so  as  to  f o r m  

on  e a c h   c a r d   c h a i n s   of  c o n t i g u o u s   c o m p a r t m e n t s   of  t h e   s a m e  

c o l o u r   e x t e n d i n g   f rom  t he   e d g e   of   t he   s a i d   s u r f a c e .  

Two  or   t h r e e   d i f f e r e n t   c o l o u r s   a r e   p r e f e r a b l y   u s e d   in  a  

f o u r   by  f o u r   m a t r i x   of   c o m p a r t m e n t s .  

A l t e r n a t i v e l y ,   t h e   c h a r a c t e r   of   a  c o m p a r t m e n t   may  b e  

d e f i n e d   by  m e a n s   of   a  n u m b e r   p r o v i d e d   on  t h e   s u r f a c e   w i t h i n  

t h e   c o m p a r t m e n t .   The  n u m b e r   may  be  p r i n t e d ,   s t u c k ,   c a r v e d   o r  

o t h e r w i s e   p r o v i d e d   on  t h e   s u r f a c e .  

At  l e a s t   two  d i f f e r e n t   n u m b e r s   may  be  u s e d   so  as  to  f o r m  

c h a i n s   of   c o n t i g u o u s   c o m p a r t m e n t s   b e a r i n g   t h e   same  n u m b e r .  

Two  or   t h r e e   d i f f e r e n t   n u m b e r s   a r e   p r e f e r a b l y   u sed   in  a  

f o u r   by  f o u r   m a t r i x   of   c o m p a r t m e n t s .  

The  p a t t e r n   may  be  a p p l i e d   to  one  or   b o t h   s u r f a c e s   of  t h e  

c a r d s .   Each   s u r f a c e   of  a  c a r d   may  have   t h e   same  or  a  

d i f f e r e n t   p a t t e r n .  



A l t h o u g h   c a r d s   a r e   e m i n e n t l y   s u i t a b l e   f o r   use  as  p l a y i n g  

p i e c e s ,   t h e   p l a y i n g   p i e c e s   may  c o m p r i s e   s o l i d   f i g u r e s   such   a s  

c u b o i d   b l o c k s ,   some  or  a l l   f a c e s   of  wh ich   a r e   a r r a n g e d   to  b e a r  

t h e   p a t t e r n .   The  same  or  a  d i f f e r e n t   p a t t e r n   may  be  p r o v i d e d  

on  e a c h   s u r f a c e   of  t he   s o l i d   f i g u r e s .  

Any  c o n v e n i e n t   n u m b e r   of  p l a y i n g   p i e c e s   may  c o m p r i s e   a  

s e t   or  p a c k   bu t   t he   n u m b e r   of  p l a y i n g   p i e c e s   in  a  s e t   or  p a c k  

p r e f e r a b l y   l i e s   b e t w e e n   12  and  1 4 4 .  

The  s e t   or  pack   of   p l a y i n g   p i e c e s   may  c o m p r i s e   a d d i t i o n a l  

p i e c e s   w h i c h   a r e   p r i n t e d   to   b e a r   t he   r u l e s   of  t h e   game  a n d  

w h i c h   may  g i v e   s c o r i n g   e x a m p l e s .   I t   w i l l   be  a p p r e c i a t e d   t h a t  

t h e s e   p i e c e s   w i l l   no t   be  u s e d   in  p l a y .  

Some  games   a c c o r d i n g   to  t he   p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n   w i l l   now  b e  

d e s c r i b e d   s o l e l y   by  way  of  e x a m p l e   w i t h   r e f e r e n c e  t o   t h e  

a c c o m p a n y i n g   d r a w i n g s   in  w h i c h :  

F i g u r e   1  is  a  p l a n   v i ew   of  f o u r   c a r d s   c o m p r i s i n g   a  

p a t t e r n   d e f i n e d   by  a  m a t r i x   of  s q u a r e s   in  two  or  t h r e e  

d i f f e r e n t   c o l o u r s ;   a n d  

F i g u r e   2 ' i s   a  p l a n   v i e w   of  f o u r   c a r d s   b e a r i n g   a  p a t t e r n  

c o m p r i s i n g   a  m a t r i x   of  s q u a r e s   b e a r i n g   two  or  t h r e e   d i f f e r e n t  

n u m b e r s .  

R e f e r r i n g   now  to  F i g u r e   1,  a  c a r d   game  h e r e i n a f t e r   c a l l e d  

C o n t i n u o ,   c o m p r i s e s   a  p a c k   of  f o r t y - t w o   c a r d s   f o u r   of  w h i c h   2 ,  

4 ,  6   and  8  a r e   shown  in  F i g u r e   1.  The  c a r d s   of  the   pack   a r e  

s q u a r e ,   a r e   a l l   s u b s t a n t i a l l y   t h e   same  s i z e   and  a l l   b e a r   a  

m a t r i x   of  s i x t e e n   s q u a r e s   or  c o m p a r t m e n t s .   The  c o m p a r t m e n t s  

of   e a c h   c a r d   a re   c o l o u r e d   in  two  or  t h r e e   d i f f e r e n t   c o l o u r s  

and  no  two  c a r d s   of  t he   p a c k   a r e   i d e n t i c a l .  

In  o r d e r   to  p l a y   C o n t i n u e ,   t h e   pack   is  s h u f f l e d   a n d  



p l a c e d   f a c e   down  on  a  p l a y i n g   s u r f a c e .   Two  or  more  p l a y e r s  

may  p l a y   t h e   game  and  t he   p l a y e r s   in  t u r n   t a k e   one  c a r d   f r o m  

t h e   t o p   of   t h e   p a c k   and  p l a c e   i t   f a c e   u p w a r d s   on  t h e   p l a y i n g  

s u r f a c e   so  as  to   t o u c h   any  c a r d   or   c a r d s   a l r e a d y   p l a y e d   bu t   s o  

as  n o t   t o   o v e r l a p   t h e m ,   t h e r e b y   to   fo rm  a  c h a i n   or  c h a i n s   o f  

s q u a r e s   or   c o m p a r t m e n t s   of   t h e   same  c o l o u r .  

Thus  r e f e r r i n g   t o   F i g u r e   1,  c a r d   n u m b e r   2  is  t h e   f i r s t  

c a r d   p l a y e d .   Ca rd   4  i s   p l a y e d   n e x t   so  as  to  fo rm  a  c h a i n   o f  

s i x   g r e e n   c o m p a r t m e n t s   and  two  c h a i n s   of  b l u e   c o m p a r t m e n t s  

e a c h   of   w h i c h   c o m p r i s e s   f o u r   b l u e   c o m p a r t m e n t s .   Thus   t h e  

s c o r e   a c h i e v e d   by  t h e   p l a y e r   o f   c a r d   4  i s   f o u r t e e n .   C a r d   6  i s  

p l a y e d   n e x t   t o   f o r m   a  c h a i n   of   s i x   b l u e   c o m p a r t m e n t s   and  f o u r  

r e d   c o m p a r t m e n t s .   The  s c o r e   a c h i e v e d   by  t h e   p l a y e r   of  c a r d   6 

is   t h u s   t e n .   The  c a r d   8  i s   n e x t   p l a y e d   so  as  to   a b u t   t h e  

c a r d s  2   and  6  and  f o rm  two  c h a i n s   of   b l u e   c o m p a r t m e n t s   e a c h  

c o n t a i n i n g   s e v e n   s q u a r e s   and  one  c h a i n   of  g r e e n   c o m p a r t m e n t s  

c o n t a i n i n g   f o u r   s q u a r e s .   Thus  t h e   p l a y e r   o f   c a r d   8  w i l l   s c o r e  

e i g h t e e n .   The  p l a y e r s   c o n t i n u e   p l a y i n g   the   c a r d s   in  t u r n  

u n t i l   a l l   c a r d s   have   b e e n   p l a y e d   and  t h e   p l a y e r   w i t h   t h e  

l a r g e s t   s c o r e   i s   t h e n   t h e   w i n n e r .  

The  r u l e s   of  C o n t i n u o   may  be  as  f o l l o w s :  

S h u f f l e   and  p l a c e   t h e   p a c k   f a c e   down  on  a  p l a y i n g  

s u r f a c e .  

The  p l a y e r s   t a k e   t u r n s   to   t a k e   one  c a r d   at   a  t i m e   f r o m  

t h e   t o p   of   t h e   p a c k   and  p l a c e   i t   f a c e   u p w a r d s   on  t h e   p l a y i n g  

s u r f a c e ,   t o u c h i n g   ( b u t   n o t   o v e r l a p p i n g )   a t   l e a s t   one  of  t h e  

c a r d s   a l r e a d y   p l a c e d   and  m a t c h i n g   as  many  c h a i n s   of  t h e  

c o l o u r s   as  p o s s i b l e .  



The  s q u a r e s   in  e a c h   c o l o u r   c h a i n   f o r m e d   a r e   a d d e d   t o  

d e t e r m i n e   the   s c o r e ,   and  e a c h   c h a i n   f o r m e d   mus t   i n c l u d e  

s q u a r e s   f rom  t h e   new  c a r d   and  f rom  at   l e a s t   one  o t h e r   c a r d .  

The  t o t a l   n u m b e r   of  s q u a r e s   in  a  c h a i n   is  t he   s c o r e   m a d e .  

O n l y   c o n t a c t   a l o n g   an  e d g e   c o u n t s .  

The  o b j e c t   of   t h e   game  is  to  s c o r e   more  t h a n   y o u r  

o p p o n e n t ( s ) ,   and  so  f o r   e x a m p l e   two  c h a i n s   of  e i g h t   a r e   b e t t e r  

t h a n   t h r e e   c h a i n s   of  f o u r   e a c h .   The  p l a y e r s   s h o u l d   s c o r e  

a f t e r   e a c h   c a r d   is   p o s i t i o n e d   and  a  r u n n i n g   t o t a l   s h o u l d   b e  

k e p t .   The  game  w i l l   c o n t i n u e   u n t i l   a l l   f o r t y - t w o   c a r d s   h a v e  

b e e n   p l a c e d .  

I t  i s   e n v i s a g e d   t h a t   t he   p a c k   w i l l   i n c l u d e   a  c a r d   w h i c h  

b e a r s   t h e   r u l e s   and  a l s o   a  c a r d   w i t h   a  p i c t o r i a l   s c o r i n g  

e x a m p l e   in  c o l o u r .  

R e f e r r i n g   now  to   F i g u r e   2,  in  an  a l t e r n a t i v e   e m b o d i m e n t  

of   t h e   i n v e n t i o n   h e r e i n a f t e r  c a l l e d   C o u n t - c o n t i n u o ,   c a r d s   of  a  

s i m i l a r   s h a p e   and  b e a r i n g   t he   same  number   of  s q u a r e  

c o m p a r t m e n t s   as  shown  in  F i g u r e   1  and  a r r a n g e d   in  t h e   f o r m   a  

m a t r i x   a r e  u s e d ,   b u t   t he   c h a r a c t e r   of  the   s q u a r e s   i s  

d i s t i n g u i s h e d   by  means   of  a  n u m b e r   p r o v i d e d   w i t h i n   e a c h   s q u a r e  

or   c o m p a r t m e n t .  

Two  or  t h r e e   d i f f e r e n t   n u m b e r s   a re   used   on  e a c h   c a r d ,  

f o u r   c a r d s   10,   12 ,   14  and  16  a r e   shown  in  F i g u r e   2  w h i c h  

c o r r e s p o n d   to   t he   f o u r   c a r d s   2,  4,  6  and  8  shown  in  F i g u r e   1 ,  

b u t   w h i c h   a r e   c h a r a c t e r i s e d   by  n u m b e r s   i n s t e a d   of  c o l o u r s .  

When  p l a y i n g   C o u n t - c o n t i n u o   w i t h   t he   c a r d s   w i t h   n u m b e r s ,   t h e  

s c o r e   is  t he   t o t a l   of  t h e   n u m b e r s   wh ich   c o m p r i s e   t he   c h a i n s  

f o r m e d .   T h u s ,   when  t h e   c a r d   12  is   p l a y e d   so  as  to  be  a b u t t i n g  

t h e   c a r d   10,  two  c h a i n s   of   twos   a r e   f o r m e d   e a c h   c o m p r i s i n g  

f o u r   s q u a r e s   or  c o m p a r t m e n t s ,   and  one  c h a i n   of  t h r e e s   i s  



f o r m e d   c o m p r i s i n g   s i x   s q u a r e s .   Thus  t h e   p l a y e r   of  c a r d   12  

s c o r e s   a  t o t a l   of   34.   Ca rd   14  i s   p l a y e d   n e x t   by  t he   n e x t  

p l a y e r   to   f o r m   a  c h a i n   c o m p r i s i n g   s i x   twos   and  a  c h a i n  

c o m p r i s i n g   f o u r   o n e s .   Thus  a  t o t a l   of  16  i s   s c o r e d   by  t h e  

p l a y e r   of   c a r d   1 4 .  

S i m i l a r l y   t h e   p l a y e r   of  t h e   c a r d   16  f o r m s   two  c h a i n s   o f  

t w o s   e a c h   c o m p r i s i n g   s e v e n   s q u a r e s   and  one  c h a i n   of  t h r e e s  

c o m p r i s i n g   f o u r   s q u a r e s   to   g i v e   a  g r a n d   t o t a l   of  40.   A s  w i t h  

C o n t i n u o ,   t h e   C o u n t - c o n t i n u o   game  p r o c e e d s   u n t i l   a l l   c a r d s  

h a v e   b e e n   p l a y e d .   The  p l a y e r   who  a c h i e v e s   t h e   h i g h e s t   s c o r e  

i s   t h e   w i n n e r .  

The  r u l e s   o f   C o u n t - c o n t i n u o   may  be  as  f o l l o w s :  

The  p a c k   i s   f i r s t   s h u f f l e d   and  p l a c e d   f a c e   down  on  a  f l a t  

p l a y i n g   s u r f a c e .   C a r d s   a r e   t a k e n   one  a t   a  t i m e   f r o m   t he   t o p  

of   t h e   p a c k ,   by  p l a y e r s   in  t u r n ,   and  p l a c e d   f a c e   u p w a r d s   o n  

t h e   p l a y i n g   s u r f a c e   so  as  to   t o u c h   b u t   n o t   so  as  to  o v e r l a p  

t h e   c a r d s   a l r e a d y   p l a y e d   w i t h   t h e   o b j e c t   of   m a t c h i n g   as  m a n y  

s q u a r e s   as  p o s s i b l e   to   p r o d u c e   as  many  c h a i n s   of   t h e   s a m e  

n u m b e r   as  p o s s i b l e .   A f t e r   e a c h   c a r d   is   p l a y e d ,   t he   n u m b e r s   i n  

e a c h   c h a i n   a r e   a d d e d   and  m u s t   i n c l u d e   s q u a r e s   of  t he   m o s t  

r e c e n t l y   p l a y e d   c a r d   and  s q u a r e s   f r o m   a t   l e a s t   one  o t h e r   c a r d  

and  a  t o t a l   i s   p r o d u c e d .   Only   c o n t a c t   a l o n g   an  edge   c o u n t s .  

The  o b j e c t   of  t h e   game  is  to   s c o r e   more   t h a n   y o u r  

o p p o n e n t   or   o p p o n e n t s   and  so  f o r   e x a m p l e   a  c h a i n   of  s i x   f o u r s  

w o u l d   s c o r e   24  and  w o u l d   be  b e t t e r   t h a n   a  c h a i n   of  f i v e  

t h r e e s   and  a  c h a i n   of  f o u r   o n e s   w h i c h   wou ld   t o t a l   o n l y   1 9 .  

The  s c o r e   a f t e r   e a c h   c a r d   is  p l a y e d   s h o u l d   be  n o t e d   and  a  

r u n n i n g   t o t a l   s h o u l d   be  k e p t .   P l a y  w i l l   c o n t i n u e   u n t i l   a l l  



c a r d s   have   b e e n   p l a y e d .   In  C o n t i n u o   and  C o u n t - c o n t i n u o ,   f o r  

two  p l a y e r s ,   a t   t he   s t a r t   of   a  g a m e ,   t he   t op   two  c a r d s   a r e  

p r e f e r a b l y   t a k e n   and  p l a c e d   a p p r o x i m a t e l y   in  t he   c e n t r e   of  t h e  

p l a y i n g   s u r f a c e ,   so  t h a t   t h e   maximum  s c o r e   is  o b t a i n e d .   T h i s  

s c o r e   is  no t   r e c o r d e d .   P l a y   t h e n   c o m m e n c e s   in  t u r n s   of  t h e  

p l a y e r s ,   a c c o r d i n g   to  t he   r u l e s   g i v e n   a b o v e .   S c o r i n g   is  d o n e  

i n d i v i d u a l l y   and  t h e   s c o r e   s h o u l d   be  a g r e e d   b e f o r e   i t   i s  

w r i t t e n   d o w n .  

For   C o u n t - c o n t i n u o ,   i t   may  be  a r r a n g e d   t h a t   one  c a r d   b e  

p r o v i d e d   w i t h   t h e   r u l e s   of  the   game  and  t h i s   c a r d   or  a n o t h e r  

c a r d   w i l l   p r e f e r a b l y   h a v e   a  p i c t o r i a l   i l l u s t r a t i o n   s i m i l a r   t o  

F i g u r e   2  s h o w i n g   c a r d s   in  p l a y   w h i c h   i l l u s t r a t e   s c o r i n g .  

V a r i o u s   m o d i f i c a t i o n s   may  be  made  to  the   games  j u s t  

b e f o r e   d e s c r i b e d   and  f o r   e x a m p l e   in  C o n t i n u o ,   more  t h a n   t h r e e  

c o l o u r s   may  be  u s e d   and  in  C o u n t - c o n t i n u o   more  t h a n   t h r e e  

d i f f e r e n t   n u m b e r s   may  be  a p p l i e d   t o   one  or  more  c a r d s .   W i t h  

C o u n t - c o n t i n u o ,   t he   c o m p a r t m e n t s   c o n t a i n i n g   the   n u m b e r s   a r e  

p r e f e r a b l y   c o l o u r e d .   T h i s   makes   t h e   c a r d s   l o o k   m o r e  

a t t r a c t i v e   t h a n   u n c o l o u r e d   c a r d s   and  a l s o   e n a b l e s   t h e  

d i f f e r e n t   n u m b e r s   e a s i l y   to   be  d i s t i n g u i s h e d .   O b v i o u s l y ,   a l l  

c o m p a r t m e n t s   c o n t a i n i n g   t h e   same  n u m b e r   a r e   g i v e n   the   s a m e  

c o l o u r .   The  c o l o u r s   may  be  as  in  C o n t i n u o   or  t h e y   may  b e  

b l a c k   and  w h i t e   o n l y .   A l t e r n a t i v e l y ,   o t h e r   d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  

c o l o u r s ,   or  s h a p e s ,   or  s h a p e   and  c o l o u r   c o m b i n a t i o n s   may  b e  

e m p l o y e d .   The  c o m p a r t m e n t s   of  t h e   c a r d s   may  be  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  

by  d a t a   o t h e r   t h a n   c o l o u r s   and  n u m b e r s .   The  c a r d s   may  b e  

o t h e r   t y p e s   of  p l a y i n g   p i e c e s   s u c h   as  c u b o i d   b l o c k s .   B o t h  

s i d e s   of  t he   c a r d s   may  be  p r o v i d e d   w i t h   t h e   p a t t e r n   and ,   i n  



t h i s   c a s e ,   t h e   p a t t e r n   on  e a c h   s i d e   of  e a c h   c a r d   w i l l   u s u a l l y  

be  d i f f e r e n t .  

I t   w i l l   be  a l s o   be  a p p r e c i a t e d   t h a t   v a r i o u s   m o d i f i c a t i o n s  

may  be  made  to   t he   r u l e s   w i t h o u t   d e p a r t i n g   f rom  t h e   s c o p e   o f  

t h e   i n v e n t i o n   and  t h e   m o d i f i c a t i o n s   may  d e p e n d   upon   the   n u m b e r  

of   p l a y e r s   p l a y i n g .   Wi th   C o n t i n u o   and  C o u n t - c o n t i n u o   f o r  

t h r e e   p l a y e r s ,   t h e   game  is   p r e f e r a b l y   s t a r t e d   by  t a k i n g   t h e  

t o p   t h r e e   c a r d s   and  p l a c i n g   them  a p p r o x i m a t e l y   in  t h e   c e n t r e  

of  t h e   p l a y i n g   s u r f a c e ,   so  t h a t   t h e   maximum  s c o r e   is  o b t a i n e d .  

T h i s   s c o r e   i s   n o t   r e c o r d e d   and  t h e  g a m e   is  t h e n   c o n t i n u e d   a s  

f o r   two  p l a y e r s .   C o n t i n u o   and  C o u n t - c o n t i n u o   may  be  p l a y e d  

f o r   f o u r   and  f i v e   p l a y e r s   as  f o r   two  p l a y e r s .   C o n t i n u o   a n d  

C o u n t - c o n t i n u o   may  a l s o   be  p l a y e d   by  one  p l a y e r ,   t h e   o b j e c t   o f  

t h e   game  t h e n   b e i n g   to   s c o r e   as  many  as  p o s s i b l e ,   p e r h a p s  

s t r i v i n g   to   b e t t e r   a  p r e v i o u s   b e s t   s c o r e .  

An  o p t i o n a l   r u l e   is  t h a t   b e f o r e   p l a y  b e g i n s ,   t h e   a r e a   o f  

t h e   p l a y i n g   s u r f a c e   o u t s i d e   w h i c h   no  c a r d   or   p a r t   of  a n y  c a r d  

may  p r o t r u d e ,   is  d e f i n e d .   A n o t h e r   o p t i o n a l   r u l e   is  t h a t   o n l y  

a  p r e v i o u s l y " a g r e e d   n u m b e r   of   t he   c a r d s   f r o m   t h e   p a c k   w i l l   b e  

u s e d   in   a  g a m e .  



1.  A  game  c o m p r i s i n g   a  p l u r a l i t y   of  p l a y i n g   p i e c e s   e a c h   o f  

w h i c h   i n c l u d e s   a t   l e a s t   one  f a c e   b e a r i n g   a  p a t t e r n   c o m p r i s i n g  

a  p l u r a l i t y   of  c o m p a r t m e n t s   at   l e a s t   some  of  w h i c h   a b u t   t h e  

edge   of  t he   s a i d   one  f a c e   and  w h i c h   e x t e n d   t h e r e f r o m   to  form  a  

c h a i n   of  c o n t i g u o u s   c o m p a r t m e n t s   of  a  s i m i l a r   c h a r a c t e r ,   t h e  

p a t t e r n   c o m p r i s i n g   c o m p a r t m e n t s   of  d i f f e r e n t   c h a r a c t e r .  

2.  A  game  a c c o r d i n g   to  c l a i m   1  in  wh ich   the   p l a y i n g   p i e c e s  

a r e   c a r d s .  

3.  A  game  a c c o r d i n g   to  c l a i m   2  in  wh ich   the   c a r d s   a r e  

r e c t i l i n e a r .  

4.  A  game  a c c o r d i n g   to  c l a i m   2  or  c l a i m   3  in  w h i c h   t h e  

s u r f a c e   of  e a c h   c a r d   c o m p r i s e s   a  p a t t e r n   d e f i n e d   by  a  m a t r i x  

of  c o m p a r t m e n t s .  

5.  A  game  a c c o r d i n g   to  c l a i m   4  in  which   the   c h a r a c t e r   of  a  

c o m p a r t m e n t   is   d e f i n e d   by  c o l o u r ,   and  in  wh ich   t h e r e   a r e  

c o m p a r t m e n t s   of  at  l e a s t   two  d i f f e r e n t   c o l o u r s ,   some  in  o n e  

c o l o u r   and  some  in  a n o t h e r   so  as  to  form  on  each   c a r d   c h a i n s  

of  c o n t i g u o u s   c o m p a r t m e n t s   of  the   same  c o l o u r   e x t e n d i n g   f r o m  

the   edge   of  t he   s a i d   s u r f a c e .  



6.  A  game  a c c o r d i n g   to   c l a i m   5  in  w h i c h   two  or  t h r e e  

d i f f e r e n t   c o l o u r s   a r e   u s e d   in  a  f o u r   by  f o u r   m a t r i x   o f  

c o m p a r t m e n t s .  

7.  A  game  a c c o r d i n g   to  c l a i m   4  in  w h i c h   t he   c h a r a c t e r   of  a  

c o m p a r t m e n t   is  d e f i n e d   by  means   of  a  n u m b e r   p r o v i d e d   on  t h e  

s u r f a c e   w i t h i n   t he   c o m p a r t m e n t ,   and  in  w h i c h   at   l e a s t   t w o  

d i f f e r e n t   n u m b e r s   a r e   u sed   so  as  to  form  c h a i n s   of   c o n t i g u o u s  

c o m p a r t m e n t s   b e a r i n g   t h e   same  n u m b e r .  

8.  A  game  a c c o r d i n g   to   c l a i m  J 7   in  w h i c h   two  or  t h r e e  

d i f f e r e n t   n u m b e r s   a r e   u s e d   in  a  f o u r   by  f o u r   m a t r i x   o f  

c o m p a r t m e n t s .  

9.  A  game  a c c o r d i n g   to   any  one  of  c l a i m s   2  to   8  in  wh ich   t h e  

p a t t e r n   is  a p p l i e d   to   one  or  b o t h   s u r f a c e s   of   the   c a r d s .  
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