
No. 806,911, PATENTED DEC, 12, 1905. 
W. L., PHILLIPS, 
BUILDING BLOCK, 

APPLICATION FILED APR, 10, 1905, 

3v-ucvitot 

928) bulgeso r VIZ, Z2%ty 

&c. s1620-ceo/Mall 
  



UNITED STATES 
WILLIAM L. PHILLIPS, OF BROKEN BOW, NEBRASKA. 

PATENT OFFICE. 

BUILDING-Block. 
No. 806,911. Specification of Letters Patent. Patented Dec. 12, 1905. 

Application filed April 10, 1905, Serial No. 254,802, 

To all whom, it may concern: 
Beit known that I, WILLIAML, PHILLIPs, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Broken Bow, in the county of Custer and 
State of Nebraska, have invented certain 
new and useful Improvements in Building 
Blocks; and I do declare the following to be 
a full, clear, and exact description of the in 
vention, such as will enable others skilled in 
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the art to which it appertains to make and 
use the same. 

This invention relates to improvements in 
building-blocks. 
The object of the invention is to provide a 

building-block the ends of which are so con 
structed that when engaged with the end of 
the next adjacent block in forming a wall the 
meeting ends of the blocks at the inner and 
outer sides of the wall will be out of alline 
ment, thus forming a break-joint construc 
tion which will prevent the passage of mois 
ture or dampness through the joint between 
the blocks. 
A further object is to provide a building 

block having air-spaces formed through and 
between the adjacent or meeting ends of the 
Sale. 

With these and other objects in view the 
invention consists of certain novel features 
of construction, combination, and arrange 
ment of parts, as will be hereinafter described 
and claimed. 

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is 
a plan view of a wall constructed of the im 
proved building-block. Fig. 2 is a detailper 
spective view of one of the intermediate 
blocks forming the body of the wall. Fig. 3 
is a similar view of one of the return or cor 
ner blocks. Fig. 4 is a similar view of one of 
the end blocks of the wall. Fig. 5 is a view 
similar to Fig. 4 showing a shorter block for 
finishing the ends of a wall; and Fig. 6 is a 
similar view showing a double form of the 
block shown in Fig. 1. . 

Referring more particularly to the draw 
ings, 1 denotes the intermediate building 
blocks which form the body of the wall, a de 
tached view of one of the same being shown 
in Fig. 2 of the drawings. The intermediate 
blocks are cut away it each end and on oppo 
site sides of the block, as shown, to form re 
cesses 3 and tongues 4, whereby when said - 
blocks are arranged toform a wall the tongues 
4 on the end of one block will engage the re 
cess 3 of the next adjacent block, thereby 
forming an overlapping or rabbeted joint. 

The obliquely- disposed meeting walls of 
the block are cut away, as at 5, to form an ob 
liquely-disposed passage or air-space 6 be 
tween the blocks. Between the ends of the 
tongues 4 and the adjacent walls of the re 
cesses 3 is placed cement or other plastic ma 
terial with which the blocks are secured or 
laid up in the wall. The blocks 1 are pro 
vided with a vertical obliquely-disposed ob 
long air-passage 7. 

In Fig. 3 of the drawings is shown a return 
or corner block 8, said block being formed 
with right-angularly-projecting tongues 4., 
The tongue projecting in one direction is 
formed on the outer side of the block, while 
the tongue projecting in the other direction 
is formed on the inner side of the block, the 
recesses or cut-away portions of the block be 
ing arranged accordingly. The corner-blocks 
are provided with right-anguarly-formed ver 
tically-disposed air-passages 9. 

In Figs. 4 and 5 are shown two forms of 
blocks 10 and 11 to be used in building the 
ends of the walls. The blocks shown in 
these figures have the tongues 4 and recesses 
3 formed on One end only, the opposite ends 
being square. These blocks are also pro 
vided with vertical obliquely-disposed air 
Rigi 12. The block 10 is longer than the 
lock 11 and is provided near its squared end 

with a second vertically-disposed air-passage 
13, which is preferably right angular in shape. 
In Fig. 6 is shown a double construction of 

the block shown in Fig. 1 and is of a form 
that would be produced by arranging two of 
the blocks 1 side by side with the tongues of 
the one engaging the tongue of the other on 
one end, thus forming a W-shaped tongue 14, 
and the cut-away portions on the other ends 
of the blocks coming together to form a sub 
stantially V-shaped recess 15 to receive the 
V-shaped tongue 14 on the ends of the next 
adjacent block, thus forming a break-joint. 
This form of block is used for the construc 
tion of thick heavy walls. 
A wall formed of blocks constructed as 

herein shown and described will be moisture 
proof, due to the break-joint or overlapping 
arrangement of the blocks, while the air-pas 
sages formed therein will afford a free circu 
lation of air through the walls. 
From the foregoing description, taken in 

connection with the accompanying drawings, 
the construction and operation of the inven 
tion will be readily understood without re 
quiring a more extended explanation. 
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Various changes in the form, proportion, break-joint, said obliquely-disposed walls 
...d the minor details of construction may be having formed therein recesses which when 
resorted to without departing from the prin the blocks are brought together form verti ciple or sacrificing any of the advantages of cally-disposed air-passages and similarly-dis 
this invention. posed air-passages formed in the body of the 

Having thus described my invention, what blocks, substantially as described. 
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let 
ters Patent, is A building-block having its ends cut away 
or recessed on opposite sides of the block to 
form tongues having obliquely-disposed in 
ner walls, which when the blocks are ar 
ranged in a wall will overlap and form a 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set 
my hand in presence of two subscribing wit 
6SS6S, 

WILLIAM L. PHILLIPS. 
Witnesses: 

N. W. PIERSON, 
H. M. SULLIVAN. 

  


