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7o all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, Joun A. Corrine, a

-citizen of the United States, residing at.
Missoula, in the connty of Missoula and.
-Hfate of Montana, have invented new and
-useful” Improvements in Combined Heel-

Levelers and Shank-Stiffeners, of which the
following is a specification, ° ‘

. The present invention has relation to foot
covering of the type embodying an upper,
a sole and a heel, the purpose being to stiffen
the shank and to level or bring the lower
tread side of the heel into the plane of the
sole so that when the weight of the wearer
is received upon the shoe the same is dis-
tributed throughout the extent 'of the heel
and the ball portion of the sole,

It frequently happens that ladies or
niisses require the heel to be lowered in order
to secure ease and comfort in walking and
when one or more of the lifts of the heel are
removed the. level is disturbed to such an
extent that when the shoe is worn the weight
is received upon the rear portion of the heel
and that part of the sole opposite the ball
of the foot. This results in discomfort and
disturbs the ease and grace of walking.

The present invention provides means
whereby the forward portion of the heel of
a shoe 1may he lowered when required to
caise the entive surface of the heel from
front to back to touch the surface when the
weight of the person is placed upon the shoe
when standing or walking,

The invention consists of a shoe having a
wedge  introduced  between the forward
portion of the heel and the shank portion
of the gole, said wedge serving to stiffen and
reinforce the shank of the sole and to lower
the forward portion of the licel, whereby the
Tatter ‘is brought to a level so as to fouch
the surface throughout is extent when sus-
taining the weight of the person wearing
the shoe.

The .invention consists of the novel fea-
tures, details. of construction and combina-
tion of parts; which hereinafter will be more
particnlarly set forth, illustrated in the ac-
companying drawing, and pointed out in
the appended elaim.

Referring to the drawing, forming a part
of the gpecifiention, Figure 1 is a side view
of a shoe cwbodying the invention, a por-
tion being broken away to show more clearly
the application of the device. TIMig. 2 is a
view similar to Fig. 1, the dotted lines show-

ing the full height of the heo! aud the full
lines showing the depth of the heel after one
or more of the lifts have been renaved.
Fig, 3 is an edge view of the combinsd heal
leveler and shank stiffener. ¥Wig ¢ iy o
plan view of the device as seenr Fro
tower side. Fig. 5 is an end view, 5
a transverse section on the line fef
Fig, 4.

Corresponding and like parts are
to in the following description, und
cated in all the views of the drawing, b
sime reference characters. ‘

The combined heel leveler and shank gtif
ener is indicated at 1 and is constn
metal, being approximately of wedge
throughout its length and preferably tay
ing so as to be driven home between the heel
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and the sole of the shoe with corapurative g
ease and despatch. As indieated by the
dotted lines in Fig. 2 the lower or treud s

of the heel 2 is level with that part of

sole opposite the ball of the foot. Should

it be required to remove one or more lifts eq

of the heel in order to reduce the height, as
indicated by the full lines in Fig. 2, the level

of the heel 1s disturbed, that is the front por-
tion of the heel is elevated. In orvder to level
the heel it is necessary to lower the frond sy
portion thereof and in nccordance wiith thi
invention the part 1 is introduced hetvrees
the breast or front portion of the heel pnd
the shank 3 of the sole of the shoe snd iz
driven home, thereby forcing the forward
portion of the heel downwardiy with the
result of leveling the heel, as indicated in
Fig. 1. An opening 4 is formed in the butt
or thickened portion of the device nud is
adapted to receive a nail 5 or like fastend
thereby preventing the loosening or &
placement of the device when ths shoe is
service. It is observed that the device 1 nwt
only ucts to level the heel but also serves
stiffen the shank 3.

The device 1 has its sides. sl
vexed between the ends thereot
of comvexity being greatest neay {
the device and gradually decregsing
the butt thereof. This formation s
device more nearly to the specific us:
which designed because the surfaces
heel and connter portion of th
are in contact curve transversel
face of the device is in a Shb
whereas the upper face is slighily con
Irom point to butt, this formetion alse i
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ting the device for the special purpose in-
tended. - ) B

The device may have any outline and may
be constructed of steel, iron, brass or other
metal suitable for the purpose, which will
sustain the blows of a hammer when driv-

_ing the device heme between the heel and

sole portion of the'shoe. :

““The term shoe is employed to designate
any foot covering embodying an upper, a
sole and a heel irrespective of the type or
make of boot or shoe. "

From the foregoing descriptian, taken in
connection with the accompanying drawing,
the advantages of the construction and of
the method of operation will be readily ap-
parent to those skilled in. the ari to which

. the invention appertains, and while I have
‘described the principle of operation of the
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‘invention, together with the. device which I

now consider to be the’ best -embodiment
thereof, I desire to have it understood that

" Witnesses:

1,063,858

the device shown is merely illustrative, and’

that such changes may be made when de-
sired as are within the scope of the claim
appended hereto. . oo
Having thus described the invention what
is claimed as new, is:— -
~ In a shoe of the ‘type provided with a
heel, a wedge shaped body of oblong form
tapering in-width and thickness and having

its upper face longitudinally and trans-
versely curved, said body having its pointed

end driven between the heel and sole of the
shoe and having its butt portion projecting
a, short distance in front of the heel to come
beneath the shank portion of the sole-to
which it is secured. ’

In testimony whereof I afﬁx,mjsignature

“in presence of two witnesses. .

JOHN A COLLING.’

MaTeIAs BACKES,
Franx Parrerson,
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