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To all whom it may concern : ’

Be it known that I, RIcHARD L. RUSSELL,
-of Brooklyn, in the county of Kings and State
of New York, have invented a new and Im-
proved Pocket Safety-Guard for Watches, &e.,
of which the following is a specification:

My invention consists of a little spring-act-
uated hook combined ‘with one or more little
thin plates of metal or other substance, hav-
ing a round noteh in the edge so that a watch
or other similar chain dropping into the notch
when the hook is pushed back will be con-
fined in said notch by the hook when let go,
the said plate or plates being adapted to be
sewed or otherwise fastened between, or out-
side, or inside of the pocket-lid of a vest or
other side pocket, so that the chain will nat-
urally drop into the notch when the watch is
put in the pocket, and thus be secured, so

that the watch cannot be pulled out without’

attracting the notice of the owner. Any other
object—say, a pocket-book—may be. secured
the same way, the object being attached to
the chain.

The ‘device is also useful for fastening the
pantaloons-pocket, in connection with a short
chain, the latter being connected to the pan-
taloons by one end, at the top of the pocket,
- and the end with the button being fastened
in the notch of the plate or plates by the
hook, said plate or plates and hook being fast-
ened in or on the lid of the pocket. A little
projection of the hook rises up through or
above the pocket-lid sufficiently to apply the
thumb or finger so as to push it back readily
when it is desirable to release the chain to get
the watch or to open the pocket.

In case the walls of the notch and hook
may wear the chain, I propose to bind or cover
them with soft leather, or other suitable sub-
stance, sewed on in any way—say, through
siall holes punched in the plate and hook for
the purpose.

The instrument may be made of metal or
any other suitable or approved material.

Figure 1 is a side elevation of the instru-
ment, with the inner or inclosing plate re-
moved. Fig. 2 is a horizontal sectional ele-

vation of a side pocket with the instrument

applied. Tig. 3 is a front-elevation of a side
pocket with the instrument applied; and Fig.
4 is a side elevation of a pantaloons-pocket
with the instrument applied.

Similar letters of refererice indicate corre-
sponding parts. ;

A is the base or holding plate; B is the
hook; and C is the spring for closing the hook
on the chain. The plate has a notch, D, in
the upper edge, of circular form, or there-
about, adapted to receive a watch-chain into
it. It also has an offset, E, each side of the
hook, so that another plate, I, fitted on plate
A and fastened outside of the offsets; will in-
close the hook and spring and prevent them
from catching in the eloth. ' .

The hook is so shaped that when it closes
against a stop, G, of any kind, its point H
will shut over the notch and close the opening
into it, so as to prevent the chain from escap-
ing; and said hook has a projection, I, ex-
tending up from the point sufficiently to be
used as a finger-piece for pushing it back read-
gy, to release the chain, when it is desired to
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In this example the spring C is attached to
a stud, J, specially provided for it; but I pro-
pose, in practice, to connect it. to the same
stud G that is employed as the stop for the
hook, and thus save the expense of one stud.

The form of the plates I propose to modify,
in respect of their outline, in any way that:
may seem desirable for economizing metal, or
for other purposes.

In Figs. 2, 3, and 4, L represents the pocket-
lid, and M the lining between which and the
lid the instrument is sewed. N represents
the back of the pocket. O is the watch-chain,
and P the watch, the latter being shown in
dotted lines. ' et

In Fig. 4, O represents the chain, which is
fastened to the pantaloons at Q; and R is the
button on the other end, which is fastened in
the instrument, so that the pocket cannot be
entered without unfastening it

The inside or inclosing plate F may be made
of cloth or leather; and it may be dispensed
with altogether, but it is better to use it.

I also propose to use this fastening in con-
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nection with ladies’ belts, attaching it by a
loop or pin, to fasten watches, which are usu-
ally worn inside of the belt. o

Having thus described my invention, I claim
- as new and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent—

The combination of one or more notched
plates, A T, a hook, B, and a spring, O, said

plates being arranged for fastening onto or

within the lid of a pocket, and the said hook

arranged to fasten a chain in the notch, all

substantially as specified.

RICHARD L. RUSSELL.

Witnesses : ‘ -
A, P. THAYER,
T. B. MOSHER.
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