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To all liforn, it may concern. 
Be it known that we, EDy: UNDP. HADLEY, 

a citizen of the United States, and CROFTON 
C. Hot DEN, a subject of the King of Great 

5 Britain, residing at Leominster, in the 
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county of Worcester and State of Massa 
chusetts, have invented new and useful in 
provements in Combs, of which the follow 
ing is a specification. 
This invention relates particularly to 

combs for use in confining “bobbed' hair, 
and has for its object to provide a comb Of 
the so-called “round’ or curved variety, 
adapted not only to conform approximately 
to the back portion of the human head, but 
also to be locked to, or firmly engaged with 
the hair, by the operation of inserting the 
comb teethin the hair, so that the inserted 
comb is not liable to be accidentally dis 
placed. 
The invention is embodied in the improve 

ments hereinafter described and claimed. 
Of the accompanying drawings forming 

a part of this specification 
Figure 1 is a plan view of a comb en 

bodying the invention. 
Figure 2 is a side view of the same, look 

ing from the right in Figure 1. 
Figure 3 is a fragmentary side view on 

an enlarged scale, showing the spacing of the 
teeth when the comb has its normal Curva 
. 

G. 

Figure 4 is a section on line 4-4 of Fig 
lure 3. 

Figure 5 is a view similar to Figure 3, 
showing the spacing of the teeth when the 
comb is flexed to decrease its normal cur 
Wature. 

Figure 6 is a plan view, and Figure 7 a. 
side view of the comb having a deeper curva 
ture. 
The same reference characters indicate 

the same parts in all of the figures. 
in the drawings, 12 represents the resil 

ient back of our improved comb, which has 
substantially the usual longitudinal curva 
ture of a “round' comb, presenting a salient 
outer face and a reentrant inner face, and 
may be made of any suitable resilient mate 
rial, such as celluloid, adapted to retain a 
normal curvature such as that shown by full 
lines in Figure 1, and to be flexed to de 
crease said curvature as shown by dotted 
lines. The back may have any desired or 
inamentation. 

Serial No. 578,557. 

The teeth 13 of the comb, usually integral 
With the back, project from the inner edge 
Of the back as usual, and are longitudinally 
curved, so that they present salient outer 
sides and reentrant inner sides. The points 
of the teeth are on a curved line substantially 
concentric with, and having a shorter radius 
than, the curvature of the back. 
The arrangement is such that when the 

back has its normal curvature, as shown by 
full lines in Figure 1, the outer end por 
tions of the teeth are spaced a minimum 
distance apart, as shown by Figure 3, and 
when the back is flexed to decrease its normal 
curvature, as shown by dotted lines, the 
Outer end portions of the teeth are more 
Widely spaced apart, as shown by Figure 5. 
This result is due to the fact that the points 
of the teeth are on a curved line of shorter 
radius than the normal curvature of the 
back, so that the operation of flexing the 
back to decrease its curvature increases the 
radius of the line of the teeth points, and 
causes the points to stand farther apart. 

In applying the comb to the hair, the 
user, grasping the ends of the comb, first 
flexes the back to decrease its normal cur 
vature, then inserts the teeth in the hair 
while the back is so flexed, and then releases 
the comb, which assumes its normal curva 
ture, causing the Outer end portions of the 
teeth to approach each other, and exert 
binding pressure on the hair interposed be 
tween them, so that the comb is firmly en 
gaged with the hair, and is not liable to be 
accidentally displaced. 
The curvature of the teeth is such that 

their reentrant inner sides conform approx 
imately to the curvature of the back of the 
wearer's head, and their opposed edges have 
a more effective gripping action than would 
be the case if the teeth were straight and in 
clined inward and downward from the back. 
In other words, the curved inner sides are 
substantially parallel with the portion of 
the back of the head covered by the comb, 
so that the hair is grasped at a more uni 
form distance from and closer to the scalp, 
than would be the case if the teeth were 
straight and inclined. 
We claim: 
A comb having a longitudinally curved 

resilient back, presenting a salient outer 
face and a reentrant inner face, and longi 
tudinally curved teeth projecting from the 
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inner edge of the back, and presenting sa 
lient outer sides and reentrant inner sides, the points of the teeth being on a curved 
line of shorter radius than the curve of the 

3 back, and the arrangement being such that 
when the back is flexed to decrease its nor 
mal curyature, the spacing of the outer por 
tions of the teeth from each other is in 

creased, and when the back returns to its nor 
mal curvature, the teeth approach each other 10 
to grip hair which may have been interposed 
between the teeth while the back is so flexed. 

In testimony whereof we have affixed our 
signatures. - 

- EDMUND P. HADLEY, 
CROFTON C. HOLDEN. 


