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United States

Patent Office,

ALBERT H. ORDWAY, OF HAVERHILL, MASSACHUSETTS.

Letters Patent No, 110,931, dated January 10, 1871,

IMPROVEMENT IN CRADLES.

The Schedule referred to in these Letters Patent and making part of the same, '

T'o all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ALBizrT H. ORDWAY, of Hav-
erhill; in the county.of Hssex.and State of Massachu-
setts, have invented an Improved Cradle; and T do
liereby declare that the following, taken in connection
with the drawing which accompanies and forms part
of this specification, is a deseription of my invention
sufficient to enable thosé skilled in the art to prac-
tice it. » ‘ ) ‘

My invention relates to an improved construction
of a cradle with reference to the sapport of the bod y
and to the provision for its rocking movement. .

In my improved cradle T employ a stationary stool

or hase frame, to which the cradle is connected, and
with reference to'which it rocks, and from the ends of
two opposite and upwardly-projecting arms at eaeh
end of the stool extend two flat springs, one end of each
of which is fastened to the top of one of the. arms, and
its opposite end to the opposite end of the rocker,
and'in such manner that each end of the cradle is
not-only directly supported by and only by the two
springs, but-also rocks upon and only npon said springs,
so that the cradle-body rests and rocks upon a yield-
ing support. .
_1tisin this constraction that my invention con-
sists, that is to say, in a’cradle the rockers of which
are supported upon and rock upon pairs of springs
fastened to the ends of the rockers and to arms pro-
jecting from a stool or base frame. |

The drawing represents a cradle embodying the im-
provements, ‘

A shows the cradle in .phm.

B is an end elevation of it.

0, a side elevation,

« denotes the body of the eradle, and

b ¢, the rockers, formed not nnlike the body. and
rockers of common cradles, except that the rockers
may be shorter. . : .

Under the cradle-body-is-& stationary frame o

as tool, composed of two end-stands, d ¢, nnited by
tie or strut, f. ‘

From the opposite ends of each stand project arms
g I, as seen at B. '

To the top of the arm g, at each end of the cradle,
one end of a flat spring or flat metal wire, 4 ¢, is at-
tached, and from the arm the wire extends under the
rocker and is fastened at its opposite.end tothe end of
the rocker over the other arm h, and from this arm &
another and similar spring, %, passes-in the opposite
direction under the rocker, being similarly fastened at
its opposite ends to the arm A and to the rocker, the
two springs being in different planes or side by side.

‘Each-end of the cradle rests upon the two springs

- beveath the rocker, the weight slightly deflecting the

springs, and, as the cradle-body is tipped in either di-
rection, the rockers roll upon the springs, which con-
form to-the motion of the rockers, each spring running
off of the rocker periphery as the other spring rolls or
winds upon it. . ,

The eradle thus mounted rocks very easily and is
entirely noiseless, and the elasticity and fexibility of
the supports cause the cradle to kegp up.its oscilla-
tions for a considerable time unaided by an attendans.
Moreover, the least motion of the child in the cradle
sets the cradle to rocking, and with so silent and
smooth a motion as to be a conducive to the quiet of
the child. .

The construction is also valnable in effecting a sav-.
ing in the wear of carpets.- Lo )

Instead of the metal springs 4k, leather. or other
straps may be employed, but I prefer the metal springs.

I claim-— _ ‘

A cradle, supported by and rocking upon the springs,
substantially as shown and described.

‘Witnesses: ALBERT H. ORDWAY.

.Epwarp T. SmitTH,
ALFRED A. ORDWAY,
HENRY PIEE,




