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Ty all whom it may concern: -

Be it known that I, Karn G- MOLTZNER, &
citizen of the United States, and a resident
of Anderson, county of Shasta, State- of

(alifornia, have invented a certain new and.

useful Improvement in Fruit Cutting and
Pitting Machines, of which the following is
a specification.

The object of my invention is to provide
a simple and efficient machine for -halving
such fruit as peaches and apricots, and re-
moving the pit from the half to which it
may adhere.

A further object of my
cure that the fruit will be cut right down
to the pit so as to facilitate the removal of
the latter, and in this way keep the two
halves in good condition; in other words,

preventing the tearing of the parts of the

fruit away from either half in removing
the pit.

Furthermore, my invention includes novel
and efficient means for removing the pit
from that half of the fruit to which it may
adhere.

In the accompanying
vention:

Figure 1 is a plan or top view of my ma-
chine; :

Fig. 2 is a front side elevation thereof;

Fig. 2° is a sectional detail on the line
o2 of Fig. 1; :

Fig. 8 is a perspective showing more par-
ticularly the device with which my inven-
tion is directly concerned ;
" Fig. 4 is a detail of the
halving element; and

Fig. 5 is a detail of the means provided
for carrying the fruit to and past the fruit
cutting element. '

a represents the frame of my machine, in-
cluding members b, ¢ at one end, in which
the sprocket gears d, d’ are journaled. The

dré,wings of my in-

fruit cutting or

latter gears are connected by sprocket chains’

e, €, with the sprocket gears f, f* located
in the opposite end of my machine.
sprocket, gears d, d’ are driven from a main
shaft ¢ by means of bevel gear element as h,
only that related to the sprocket gear & be-
ing shown in Fig. 3, and the. driving means
being lustrated in a general way in Fig.
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2; 4 being a gear meshing with a pinion, not
shown, on the shaft j, on which is mounted
the wheel . R

Fach of the sprocket chains ¢, ¢ carries
one half of the fruit carvier. The attach-
ment is effected, as more clearly shown in
Fig. 5, by brackets 7. Tach carrier part
consists of a transverse plate m, and a
hinged arm 7 controlled by a spring o, the
springs o being adapted to hold the arms n
toward each other, and in this way support-
ing the fruit. represented by p- The fruit
cutting element consists of two opposed
knife members ¢, ¢’ pivoted in a vertical
plane and curved so as recede at that end
against which the fruit is first brought into
contact, and their opposite ends being adapt-
ed to be in contact with each other, as illus-
trated in Fig. 4. The knife members ¢, ¢’
are controlled by coil-springs 7, 7’ tending
to hold the knife members in the position
shown in dot-and-dash outline In
Fig. 4. In the latter
the stone or pit of the fruit.

As will -be observed from Fig. 4. the con-
struction of the knife members ¢, ¢, and
their control thereof: by'the springs 7, 7, 18
cuch as to insure that the fruit. will be cut
clear through and all around and right down
to the pit thereof; in this way insuring that
the halves will be completely severed, and
further insuring that the two halves of the
fruit will be in good condition and not mu-
tilated by parts thereof being torn away
when the pit is removed.

‘Aftér the fruit has been balved, it is ad-
vanced against the fruit separating element
of my machine. This comprises diverging
plates arranged in upper and lower sections,
as s, s, one above the other, with a sufficient
space - between them-to pass the pit of the
fruit; and in such space is located, on either
side of said fruit dividing plates, spur
wheels ¢, on shafts u, driven by means of
sprocket chains v, connecting a sprocket pin-
jon and the sprocket gear on the shafts
and d? respectively. This construction will
be clear by comparing Figs. 2* and 3.

Thus assuming the fruit to be a peach,
after it has been halved, the pit will be car-
ried by either half, and as the pit-carrying
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half passes the related spur-gear ¢ the latter
will operate to dislodge and remove it.

he arrangement of the brace members w
of the frame, and the arrangement and con-
struction of the other parts of my machine is
not material to my invention, but may be
made as deemed convenient. .

I claim:

1. In a machine of the character described,
the combination of a fruit-cutting element
comprising two opposed knife - blades piv-
oted at points intermediate their ‘ends, the
knife - blades having diverging curves at
their forward ends, against which the fruit
is brought first, and converging from such
forward ends to their rear ends, springs
operating to hold the forward ends of the
knife-blades spaced
means for carrying the fruit past the cut-

ting element,

2. In a machine of the character described,
the combination of a [ruit-cutting element,
comprising two opposed, pivoted knife-men-
bers receding at that end against which the
fruit is brought first and coming together
at the opposite end, springs attached at said
receding ends of the ife-members anl
adapted normally to hold the same apart at
said end, means for carrying the fruit to and
past the cutting element, means located be-
Yond the knife-element for separating the
two halves of the fruit, such means compris-
g diverging portions arranged in two sec-

tions, spaced apart, to admit the pit of the.

fruit between them, and a pit remover com.
prising a driven spur wheel projecting in

carrier, a pair
‘adapted to cut

apart normally, and

1,334,163

said space between said sections of the fruit
separating element.

In a machine of the character described,
a fruit-carrying element comprising driven
parallel endless chains, each provided with

40

one-half of 3 fruit-carrier, and each half -

.

carrier comprising a perpendicularly pro-
Jecting plate and a spring.controlled hinged

arm, sald plates and arms codperating with
each other., ’

4. In a machine of the character described,
in combination with a fruit-carrying element
comprising driven parallel endless chains,
each provided with one-half of o fruit-

of spring-controlled knives
the fruit circumferentially
between said half carriers,
rating and carrying the two halves of the
fruit in diverging directions, and driven
spur-gears located to dislodge the pit of
the fruit carried by eithér separated half
thereof,

5. In a machine of the character described,
In' combination with a fruit-carrying element
comprising ‘parallel members each provided
with one-half of a fruit-carrier, a pair of
spring-controlled knives adapted to cut the

fruit circumferentially between said car-.

riers, means for separating and carrying the

two halves of the fruit in diverging direc-

tions, said separating means provided with
a horizontal space, and a pit removing ele-
ment located in such space for dislodging
the pit of the fruit carried by either sepa-

rated half thereof.
-KARL G. MOLTZNER.
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