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This invention relates to improvements in clips and 
more particularly in clips of the sort useful for holding pin 
curls. 

Pin curls are generally made by curling a small lock 
of moist hair into a helix or coil and then pinning the 
curls to hold them in place until the hair has dried. In 
the past the well known type of hairpins have been used 
for holding the curls and more recently a number of 
spring type clips have been developed for this purpose. 
The spring type clips are preferred because they are less 
damaging to the hair and are more secure. Many of 
these are formed of two pieces of metal, which are spring 
biased toward each other, but such clips are generally ex 
pensive to manufacture by comparison to ordinary hair 
pins. In addition, such pins are difficult to manipulate 
in use and quite bulky. 
Another type of clip has been developed which is made 

from a sheet metal stamping as illustrated by U.S. Patent 
2,795,233, but in this device parts of the stamping must 
be secured together by separate fastening means, resulting 
in an expensive assembly step in manufacture which in 
Creases COSt. 

Accordingly, it is the object of this invention to pro 
vide a clip which is inexpensive to manufacture and easy 
to operate and insert in the hair, and which can be made 
from a one-piece stamping without subsequent assembly 
operations. 
A further object is to provide a clip which has a pin 

member for insertion in a curl of hair and a snapping 
member integral therewith, which snaps against the pin 
member to hold the hair in place. 

In accordance with the invention there is provided a 
one-piece hair clip having a concavo-convex snapping 
member with a pair of elongated legs of flexible sheet ma 
terial in generally co-planar and parallel relationship and 
means for pinning the ends of said legs and an elongated 
pin member secured to one of the leg-joining means. The 
pin extends generally parallel to and preferably between 
the legs toward the other leg-joining means. The legs 
which are formed from sheet material have serrations 
which give them a concavo-convex shape and a snapping 
action between two opposite concavo-convex open and 
closed positions. In the open position, there is a space 
between the legs and the pin member into which hair is 
inserted and when the legs are snapped into the closed 
position they move close to the pin, and press the hair 
against the pin to hold it in place. 
The invention may be more fully understood from the 

following detailed description of a preferred embodiment 
and by reference to the drawing, in which: 
FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of the clip of this in 

vention in use for Securing a pin curl; 
FIGURES 2-7 show in plan the several steps in manu 

facturing the clip; and 
FIGURE 8 is a plan view of the clip. 
The clip, as shown in FIGURES 1 and 8 comprises a 

concavo-convex outer snapping member 1 and an inner 
pin member 2 each integral with an end strip portion 3. 
The snapping member 1 and the pin member 2 are gen 
erally V shaped having legs 4 and 5, and 6 and 7 respec 
tively, joined at the tips 8 and 9, and the ends of the legs 
are integral with the end strip portion 3. The outer snap 
ping member 2 has a serrated upper face 10, with the 
serrations 11 running across the face from the laterally 
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inner edge toward but not to the laterally outer edge as 
shown in FIGURE 7, and these serrations provide a snap 
ping action from one concavo-convex or closed position 
to another concavo-convex or open psitin. At the tip 8, 
the Snapping member is rounded on its laterally outer and 
inner edges. 
The inner pin member 3 is bent upwardly and away 

from the end strip portion at their joining points 12 and 
13 and the legs 6 and 7 of the pin member are also bent 
in an opposite direction at 14 and 15 near joining points 
12 and 13, so that the distal end portion 16 of the pin lies 
generally parallel to the outer snapping member and faces 
its serrated upper face. The pin member 2 is positioned 
with respect to the snapping member 1 so that there is 
a space between them. The distal end portion of the pin 
member is also curved away from the outer snapping 
member in its open position, as seen in FIGURE 1, to in 
crease the size of the intermediate space between them 
when the Snapping member is in its open position but the 
two are adjacent each other in the closed position to hold 
hair between them. In the closed position, the curvature 
of the two members are similar and they generally con 
form to the wearer's head for neatness. At the tip of the 
pin member, there is a small enlargement or ball 17 in the 
surface remote from the snapping member and a corre 
sponding depression in the opposite surface, made by a 
punch, which facilitates insertion of the pin into curls and 
also acts as a stop to prevent the pin from passing through 
the central opening in the snapping member. 

In this description the terms co-planar and parallel 
have been used to describe the structural relationship be 
tween the legs of the snapping member and between them 
and the pin member. It will be apparent that these terms 
are not used in their strict sense but only to describe the 
structural relationship which will otherwise be apparent 
from the description and the drawing. 
The use of the clip is shown in FIGURE 1. The clip 

is opened and the pin member is inserted into the center of 
a Small coil of hair. The outer Snapping member is moved 
to its closed position as shown by the arrow in FIGURE 1. 
and it snaps against the hair which is held between the 
Snapping member 2 and pin member 3. 
The manufacture of this clip is illustrated in FIGURES 

2-7. A flat blank is first cut from a sheet of metal as 
shown in FIGURE 2 and then the ball 17 is formed by a 
punch, as indicated generally in FIGURE 3. The bends 
in the pin member at 12, 13, 14 and 15 are made and the 
pin is given a curvature by conventional sheet metal work 
ing techniques as illustrated in FIGURES5 and 6. Ser 
rations 11 are formed on the upper surface of legs 4 and 5 
to give it a snapping action. 
The hair clip is simple to manufacture and can be made 

from sheet metal at low cost. There is no need to assem 
ble individual parts or to weld or otherwise hold together 
separate parts of the clip. The clip has a simple positive 
Snapping action from open to close position which makes 
it easy to manipulate in the hair and the ball member at 
the end of the pin serves the dual purpose of facilitating 
the insertion of the end of the pin in the hair and prevent 
ing the pin member from passing through the snapping 
member which would cause difficulty in reopening the 
clip. 
While a preferred embodiment of the invention is de 

scribed it will be understood that various changes and 
modifications may be made in the details of construction 
and mode of operation without departing from the scope 
of the invention as set forth in the claims. 
We claim: 
1. A one-piece hair clip comprising 
a concavo-convex snapping member having a pair of 

generally planar elongated legs of flexible sheet ma 
terial in generally co-planar and parallel relationship 



3,082,773 
3. 

and means integral with said legs joining the respec 
tive ends of said legs, 

and an elongated pin member integral with one of said 
leg joining means, 

each of said legs having Serrations impressed in at least 5 
one face extending a portion of the distance across 
said face which expand the metal and constrain it 
to its concavo-convex shape, 

whereby the snapping member is angled transversely 
and movable between opened and closed concavo- 0 
convex positions, the pin member being reversely 
curved from the snapping member in its open posi 
tion, for insertion of hair and the like between the 
pin member and the snapping member, and the pin 
member being substantially parallel to the snapping 5 

4. 
member in its closed position for compressing hair 
and the like therebetween. 

2. A hair clip as set forth in claim 1 including stop 
means comprising an enlarged ball tip on the free end of 
said pin member for preventing its movement past said 
snapping member when in closed position. 
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