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This invention relates in general to certain new and 
useful improvements in nether-garments, such as trousers 
or skirts, and, more particularly, to a novelwalistband con 
struction which permits quick, convenient size adjustment 
and continuously flexible conformity to the wearer's waist 
ine when the garment is worn. 

In skirts and trousers, it is customary to enlarge or 
reduce the size of the waistband in fitting the garment to 
the wearer. Not only is this tailoring operation neces 
sary when the garment is first purchased, but quite often 
the wearer may gain or lose weight before the garment is 
worn out and the waistband must be altered accordingly. 
This need for subsequent alteration is particularly fre 
quent in the case of children's clothing, inasmuch as chil 
dren rapidly “grow out' of their clothes, so to speak. 
Moreover, girth sizes change over a narrow, but, never 
theless, appreciable range from time to time during each 
day. For instance, after a large meal, a person's waist 
line size may increase by as much as an inch and, con 
trariwise, just prior to a meal or following a period of 
strenuous exercise, the waistline size may decrease by a 
similar amount. 

it is, therefore, the primary object of the present inven 
tion to provide a nether-garment having an adjustable 
and flexible waistband construction, 

It is another object of the present invention to provide 
a garment of the type stated in which the waistband can 
be adjusted for size quickly, conveniently, and over a 
comparatively wide range. 

It is a further object of the present invention to pro 
vide a garment of the type stated which is simple and 
economical in construction. 

With the above and other objects in view, my invention 
resides in the novel features of form, construction, ar 
rangement, and combination of parts presently described 
and pointed out in the claim. 

in the accompanying drawing– 
F.G. 1 is a fragmentary perspective view of a pair of 

trousers having a waistband constructed in accordance 
with and embodying the present invention. 

FIG. 2 is a horizontal sectional view taken along line 
2-2 of FIG. 1; 

FIGS. 3 and 4 are fragmentary sectional views taken 
along lines 3-3 and 4-4, respectively, of FIG. 2; 

F.G. 5 is a fragmentary sectional view taken along line 
5-5 of FIG. 4; and 

F.G. 6 is a fragmentary perspective view of the interior 
side of the waistband. 

Referring now in more detail and by reference char 
acters to the drawing, which illustrates a preferred em 
bodiment of the present invention, A designates a pair of 
trousers having the usual legs 1, 2, connected by a crotch 
3, fly 4, and torso-encircling body-portion 5, constructed 
in the conventional manner. Stitched to, and extending 
around, the upper margin m of the body-portion 5 is a 
Waistband B comprising an inner band 6 of fabric lining, 
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an intermediate or reinforcing band 7 of coarsely woven 
reinforcing fabric, and an outer or facing band 8 prefer 
ably of the same material as used in the main portions of 
the garment. Of course, if the garment is a ladies' skirt, 
this outer band 8 could be made of a material having con 
trasting color or texture for purposes of ornamentation. 
The bands 6 and 8, are folded over at the top and the 
top of the band 7 is enclosed within the turned-over fold 
of band 8, the three bands 6, 7 and 8 being then sewed 
together in a seams; the bands 6 and 8 are also folded 
Over at the bottom and the bottom of band 7 is enclosed 
Within the turned-over fold of band 6, the three bands 
6, 7, and 8 being then sewed together in a lower seam, 
as shown in FIGS. 3 and 4, thereby creating a tubular 
space x within the waistband B. 

Stitched at one end to the bands 6, 7, and extending 
freely and flatwise along the interior face f of the rein 
forcing band 7, on each side of the garment approximately 
over the hips, are lengths of flat elastic webbing 9, 
which are, in turn, stitched at their free ends to loops 10 
formed of cloth tape. The loops 10 project through slits 
1 formed in the bands 6, 7, and also extend rearwardly 
along the interior face f' of the waistband B, as shown 
in FIGS. 1 and 6. The external ends of the loops 18 
are so constructed as to form buttonholes 12 adapted for 
optional engagement with buttons 3, 14, which are sewed 
to the interior face f” of the waistband B in spaced rela 
tion to the normal position of the buttonholes 12 when 
the pieces of elastic webbing 9 are unstretched. By 
buttoning one loop iO to the nearest button 13 and leav. 
ing the other loop 10 unbuttoned, it is possible to reduce 
the waistband size one increment. Similarly, by button 
ing both loops it to the remote buttons 14, it is possible 
to reduce the waistband size four increments and, ob 
viously, by using intermediate combinations, it is possible 
to obtain intermediate sizes. Moreover, in any adjusted 
position, the waistband B will give or yield flexibly within 
the limits of elasticity of the pieces of Webbing 9 so as to 
allow the waistband B to give with the body movements 
and girth-expansion of the wearer. 

It should be understood that changes and modifications 
in the form, construction, arrangement, and combination 
of the several parts of the waistbands for nether-garments 
may be made and substituted for those herein shown and 
(described without departing from the nature and principle 
of my invention. 

Having thus described my invention, what I claim and 
desire to secure by Letters Patent is: 
A nether-garment including a tubular waistband having 

front and rear centerlines lying along and defining the 
Crotch-plane of the nether garment, an outer band and 
an inner band, said outer and inner bands each being 
folded over inwardly both at the top and at the bottom 
and being mutually secured in the region of their folds, 
thereby defining a tunnel, a reinforcing member disposed 
between the top fold of the outer band and the bottom 
fold of the inner band and being secured within said 
folds, an elastic member disposed between said reinforcing 
band and said outer band and being secured in place in 
its inner end portion to said reinforcing and inner bands, 
the other or opposite end of said elastic member being 
free, said elastic member being attached at a position 
on the Waistband which is approximately midway between 
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the front and rear centerline of the waistband, said rein 
forcing band and said inner band each being provided 
with a common slit, said elastic member extending rear 
wardly between said reinforcing band and said outer band 
with its free end located a substantial distance forwardly 
of the common slit and being of such length as to be 
wholly within the waistband, fastening means on the free 
end of said elastic section projecting freely through said 
slit, said fastening means being of less width than said 
elastic member, and means secured to the waistband ad 
jacent to the mid-portion of the rear of said waistband 
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for engagement with the fastening means of said elastic 
section when said section is stretched. 
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