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To all chom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, WILLIAM. H. BRANDT, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Hubbard, in the county of Hardin and 
State of Iowa, have invented a certain new 
and useful Closure Device for Egg-Crates 
and the like, of which the following is a specification. 
The object of my invention is to provide 

a closure device for egg crates and the like, 
which is of simple, durable and compara 
tively inexpensive construction. 
More particularly my invention relates to 

a device for holding the lid of a crate Se 
cure to the crate without the use of nails or 
the like. The parts being so arranged that 
they may be quickly and readily placed in 
position for holding the lid in place, or may 
be readily and easily removed therefrom. 

Still another object is to provide socket 
members for engaging the ends of the lid of 
the crate and a portion of the crate. The 
socket members being connected together 
by yielding devices whereby the socket 
members will be held in position when once 
in use. 
When these and other objects in view in 

vention consists in the construction, arrange 
ment and combination of the various parts 
of my device, whereby the objects contem 
plated are attained, as hereinafter more 
fully set forth, pointed out in my claims, 
and illustrated in the accompanying draw 
ings, in which: 

igure 1 is a perspective view of a crate 
with my improved closure device shown 
thereon. 

Fig. 2 is a sectional view taken on the 
line 2-2 of Fig. 1 showing how the socket 
member receives the crate and the lid. 

Fig. 3 is a detail, perspective view of a 
portion of one of the socket members; and 

Fig. 4 is a plan view of a portion of the 
blank from which the socket members are 
formed. 
In the accompanying drawings I have 

used the reference numeral 10 to indicate 
an ordinary crate which is provided with 
end walls 11. 
The lower edge of the end walls 11 are 

provided with reinforcing cleats 12 and the 
upper ends of the end walls 11 are pro 
vided with reinforcing cleats 13. The parts 
just described are of the ordinary crates 
now used for shipping eggs. 

The crate 10 is provided with a lid 14 
which is ordinarily a flat, thin board. 
lid 14 extends over the reinforcing cleats 
13 of the crate 10. 
Ordinarily the lid 14 is nailed to the 3. 

cleats 13. 
My device is designed to hold the lid in 

place without the use of nails, and com 
prises a pair of socket members A which 
are formed from a single blank of material. 
The socket members A include a top 15, 

sides 16, and a bottom 17. The bottom17 is 
of less width than the top 15 as shown in the drawings in Fig. 2. 

Fig. 4 shows the blank for forming the 
socket; and the top 15 is provided with a 
lip 18 having an opening 19 therein. 

The 
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The sides 16 are provided with a lip 20 
having an opening 21 therein. While the 
bottom 17 is provided with a lip 22 having 
an opening 23 therein. 
The parts are bent upon the dotted lines 

shown in Fig. 4 to the position shown in 
Fig. 3 of the drawings. When in this posi 
tion the openings 19, 21 and 23 register with 
each other. 
A rivet 24 is extended through the open 

ings for securely holding the lips 18, 20 and 
22 against any movement, thus securely 
holding the socket members A in proper position. 
Each end of the sockets A are provided 

with wires 25 which are secured to the 
rivet, 24. The free ends of the wires 25 are 
connected to a coil spring 26, as shown in 
Fig. 1 of the drawings. . 
The side walls 16 of the socket members A. 

are provided with handle portions 27. 
in the practical operation of my device the 

lid 14 is placed upon the crate 10, one of the 
Socket members is placed over the cleat 13 
and the end of the lid 14, as shown in Fig. 2. 
The other socket member is engaged in 

the handle 27 and the springs 26 are slightly 
extended so as to permit the socket member 
to be swung over the cleat 13 on the opposite 
side of the crate. As soon as the socket 
member is released the tension of the springs 
will draw the Socket members toward each 
other thus causing each of the cleats and the 
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ends of the lid 14 to be received within the 
socket member A. 
When it is desired to remove my closure 

device one of the Socket members A is en 
gaged and by pulling against the action of 10 
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the springs 26 it may be moved so that the 
free edge of the bottom 15 will be permitted 
to R over the cleat 13. 
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s soon as one of the socket members is 
removed from the crate the remaining socket 
member will slip off of the crate. 

It will be seen that by the use of the singi 
rivets 24 in the ends of the Socket members 
AI am able to securely hold the socket men 
bers in position and the livets form a con 
venient means for securing the wires 25 
thereto. ... " 

it will be seen that my device can be made 
very cheap and is very easy to operate and 
will do away with the use of nails for hold 
ing lids to the crates. 

ft will be understood that in a great many 
instances when eggs are brought to town in 
crates of the type now tised it is necessary to 
nail the lid thereon. By the use of nails the 
lids can only be used a very few times and 
are then ineffective, due to splitting. My 
device does away with this serious objec 
tion. 
Some changes may be made in the con 

struction and arrangement of the parts of 
my machine without departing from the real 
spirit and purpose of my invention, and it. 
is my intention to cover by my claims, any 
modified forms of structure or use of me 
chanical equivalents, which may be reason 
ably included within their scope. 

claim as my invention: - 
1. In a device of the class described in 

combination with a crate and a lid therefor, 
a pair of Socket members, each comprising a 
top wall, a bottom wall, a side wall and end 
walls, the end walls of each Socket being 
yieldingly connected together so that the 
sockets may be placed on a crate and over 
the ends of the lid for holding the lid in po 
sition on the crate. . 

2. A means for holding a lid to a crate 
comprising a pair of socket members having 
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their ends yieldingly secured together and 45 
handles formed in said socket members for 
permiting the grasping of said sockets. 

3. In a device of the class described in 
combination with a crate and a lid therefor, 
a pair of socket members, each comprising 50 
a top wall, a bottom Wall, a side wall and 

- : - - - - - - - end walls, a handle formed in said side wall, 
the end walls of each socket being yieldingly 
connected together so that the sockets may 
be placed on a crate and over the ends of the 55 
lid for holding the lid in position on the 
crate. - 

4. In a device of the class described in 
combination with a crate having clieats on 
its ends and a lid therefor, a pair of channel 60 
shaped Sockets each comprising an upper 
and lower wall connected together by a side 
wall and having its ends inclosed, said upper 
wall being designed to rest upon one end of 
the lid of the crate and said lower wall to be 65 
received below the cleat of the crate and 
means for yieldingly connecting the ends of 
said sockets together, the parts being so ar 
ranged that the ends of the lid and the cleats 
are received in said sockets for preventing 70 
undesired movement of the lid relative to the 
crate. " . 

5. In a device of the class described in 
combination with a crate having cleats on its 
ends and a lid therefor, a pair of channel 75 
shaped sockets each comprising an upper 
and lower wall connected together by a side 
wall, the upper and lower wall being so 
spaced as to Snugly receive the end of the lid 
and the cleat of the crate, and means for 80 yieldingly connecting said sockets together, 
the parts being so arranged that the ends of 
the lid and the cleats are received in said 
sockets for preventing undesired movement 
of the lid relative to the crate. 

Des Moines, Iowa, March 29th, 1921. 
WLLAM. H. BRANDT. 


