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To all whom it may concern: 
Beitknown that I, WILLIAMHENRYBURNs, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Worcester, in the county of Worcester and 
State of Massachusetts, have invented certain 
new and useful Improvements in Waists; 
and I do hereby declare the following to be a 
full, clear, and exact description of the in 
vention, such as Will enable others skilled in 
the art to which it appertains to make and 
use the same. 
My invention relates to underwaists de 

signed particularly for children's use, and 
has for its object to produce a waist that 
shall readily adapt itself or yield to the move 
ments of the body of the Wearer, and thereby 
insure comfort and ease and prevent the 
breaking of buttons or other devices that may 
be employed to secure other articles to the 
Waist. 
The drawing represents the garment in 

elevation with one flap turned back and one 
in the position occupied when the garment is 
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A indicates the body of the waist, which is 
provided with more or less elastic shoulder 
straps C. The body is in the form of a band 
to pass around the body of the Wearer and 
have its free end secured by buttons or other 
Wise, and it is preferably stayed by strength 
ening-strips F, as illustrated. It is obvious 
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that the band may open either at the back or 
front of the wearer and that it may be cut ac 
cording to any appropriate pattern. 
A belt B is suspended by a series of elastic 

straps D to the body A, one of the elastic 
straps at each side of the waist, at the under 
arm portion thereof, being inline with a shoul 
der-strap. These straps may be sewed or oth 
erwise attached to the part of the garment, 
and obviously may, to secure a better finish 
and make the garment stronger, be inserted 
between plies of the garment and be bound at 
each end by the strengthening-strips before 
mentioned. 

E indicates stocking-supporters, shown as 
attached to the bottom of the body A, in line 
with the shoulders, and having elastic ends 
E", though the supporters may be in whole or 
in part elastic or inelastic, as desired. 
The Weight of this garment and of any gar 

ments held by it are borne by the shoulders 
of the Wearer. The elastic shoulder-straps 
give an easy movement and distribute the 
weight borne by the belt and the strain of the 
supporters, while the elastic bands joining 
the separate belt and body give the fullest 
freedom, ease, and distribution of weight, 
with a minimum of wear and tear upon the 
securing devices of the waist. 
The allining of a shoulder-strap, a garment 

Supporter, and an elastic strap. On each side 
of the waist is a peculiar feature of this in 
vention, the arrangement securing the most 
immediate and equable distribution of strain 
without injury to the garments or discomfort 
to the Wearer. 
The underwaist is adapted to carry draw 

ers, shirts, trousers, stockings, and all simi 
lar articles of apparel. 
Every feature of sewing economy and finish 

may of course be applied to this underwaist, 
and the elastic bands may from time to time 
be renewed. 
Having thus fully set forth my invention, 

what I claim is 
A garment having a body portion bearing 

shoulder-straps, a belt suspended from the 
body portion by a series of elastic straps one 
of the elastic straps at each side of the waist 
at the under-arm portion thereof being in 
line with a shoulder-strap, substantially a 
described. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signature 

in presence of two witnesses. 
WILLIAM HENRY BURNS, 

Witnesses: 
A. G. DUGGAN, 
ETTA. M. MURREY, 
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