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IMPROVEMENT IN SLATES.

Specitication forming part of Letters Patent No. 177,539, dated May 16, 1876; application fled
April 7, 1876,

* To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, WiLLiAM J, MoNT-
GOMERY, of the city and county of St. Louis,
and State of Missouri, have invented a cer-
tain new and useful Improvement in Schiool-

Slates, of which the following is a full, clear,

and ‘exact description, reference being had to
the accompanying drawings, making - part of
this specification. -

My improvement consists in providing a
school-slate with a sliding cover, which works
in grooves at the sides, so arranged as to keep

* the'cover out of contact with the face of the

slate. The cover is reversible from side to

-side of the slate.’

Figure 1 is a perspective view, showing the
cover partly drawn out. Tig.27is a longitud-
inal section. Fig. 3 isa transverse section.

The slate-frame has a usual end bar, A, and
side bars B B. Cis a thin tie-bar, connect-
ing together the ends b b of the bars B B.
The bars B B have, at their inner edges, upon
both sides of the slate, acute-angled grooves

b" V', which receive the similarly-shaped edges
d d of the sliding cover D, said edges being
made to slide in said grooves as the cover is
forced in and out. d’ is the end bar of the
cover - slide, said bar being formed to lap
around and embrace the tie-bar O, (as shown
in Fig. 2,) when the cover is in position upon
the slate. At the inner sides-of the guide-
grooves V' I, between said grooves and the
slate B, are shoulders f, which prevent the
cover coming in contact with the slate, and
thus erasing characters marked thereon.

The cover can be applied to either side of
the slate to proteet it, the other side being
exposed for present use.

I claim— o

‘The combination of slate A B C E, and re-
versible sliding cover D, substantially as set
forth, o

WILLIAM J. MONTGOMERY.

Witnesses : ‘ -

SamL. KN1GHT,
Ront. BURNS.



