C. A, KOHL.

BABY WALKER.
APPLICATION FILED MAR.7, 1912,

, 1,048,080.' Patented Dec. 24, 1912.

2 SHEETS--SHEET 1.

, 5
“ 4
Fro 4
y,
3«5‘ »
: Fro. 0 |
fitnesses - ' - nyEntor
SN Y Chornles 4. ot l.
Ol Ltintr Mt bditl

Atys.



0. A, KOHL,
_ " BABY WALKER. o
APPLICATION FILED MAR.7, 1914, . . .
S Patented Dec. 24,1912.
9 §EEETS—SEEET 2.
46 .

1,048,080,

B s
' _zam

7 - ‘
P N
/

an.zse::, . | . L ]Ezzf:m*ﬂr :
A : - Fy 7 . 7K
%wvef— SR y/ W W “



UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

CHARLES A. KOHL, OF CLEVELAND, OHIO, ASSIGNOR OF ONE-HALF TO JOHN KOHL, OF .
’ ’ CLEVELAND, OHIO.

BABY-WALKER.

1,048,080.

Specification of Letters Patent.

Application filed March 7, 1912. - Serial No. 682,191.

- To all whom it may concern:
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" be comfortably supported and safe-guarded
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. Be it known that T, Crarres A. KoHr, a
citizen. of the TUnited States, residing at
Cleveland. in the county of Cuyahoga and
State of Ohio, have invented a certaln new
and useful Improvement in Baby-Walkers,
of which the following is a full, clear, and
exact description, reference being had to the
accompanying drawings. '

This ‘device relates to baby walkers, or de-
vices whereby an infant of tender years may

against falling or hecoming injuréd during
its first attempts to walk, and may be pre-
vented from coming into contact with walls,
articles of furniture, &ec. o

The objects of the invention are the pro-
vision of a device of this character which
will support the infant in a comfortable and
secure manner and without physical injury,

the provision of a device which may be ad-

Justed to accommodate the growth of the
child, the provision of a device which will
keep the infant from injuring itself by con-
tact with_the various articles of furniture in

* the room, and which will likewise prevent
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injury to such articles of furniture; the pro-
vision of a device which shall be proof

_against upsetting or -over-turning; the pro-

vision of a device which may be folded into
a small compass for purpose of transporta-
tion or storage; and provision for an at-
tachment for such device which shall be
gerviceable for acceding to the demands of
natare. ) . o -

Generally speaking, my invention may be
defined as consisting of the various parts
and elements recited in the claims annexed
hereto -and illustrated in the drawings ac-
companying and forming . part hereof,
wherein: o

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the com-
plete baby walker; Fig. 2 is a transverse ver-
tical cross sectional view thereof; Fig. 8 is a
horizontal detail view of ogie-nf the corners

thereof taken immediately above the frame

““and looking downwardly; Fig. 4 is a detail
.+ view illustrating the method of securing one
.“of the uprights to the body supporting por-

50

tion thereof; Fig. 5 is a bottom plan view of
the regulation seat; Fig. 6 is a plan-view of
the toilet seat, certain parts being broken
away; Fig. 7 is a front elevational view of
the latter seat, .certain parts being broken

away; Figs. 8, 9, 10 and 11, are diagram-
matic views illustrating the successive move-
ments necessary to the folding of the device.

Describing the parts by reference charac-
ters, a rectangular frame is provided having
side.bars 1 1, and end bars 2, 2, the corners
of the same being stiffened by means of
blocks 8. 3, 3, 8, secured to the upper sides
thereof. Pivoted to the inner sides of the
end pieces 2; 2, adjacent to each of the cor-
ners 1s an upright 4, said uprights being bev-
eled at their lower ends so as to he inclined
inwardly, and pivoted. between the apper
ends of similar uprights are horizonrsl bars

-5, 5%, the pivotal axes of which are parallel

to the similar axes at the lower ends of the
uprights. The body support of ‘the device
consists of a flat member 6 having an aper-
ture 7 for the reception of the infant’s body,
said member being rigidly secured to one of

the bars as 52 by suitable means such as a

bolt 8 and being detachably secured to the
other bar 5 by means such as a bolt 9 having
a removable thumb nut 10. The: size and
position of the blocks 8, 8, 8, 8, is such that

the uprights 4, 4, 4, 4, rest against their in-
ner edges. when the. device is assembled in-

condition for use, the inner edges of these
blocks being notched if necessary as at 11 for
the better bracing of these uprights.  This
construction gives stiffness and rigidity to
the device. .

The inner faces of the bars 5, 5* are pro-
vided with spaced recesses 15, 15, for the re-
ception of the hook ends 16 of vertical sup-
porting rods 17, 17, the lower ends of which
are connected by a cross bar 18. Slidably
mounted upon these supporting rods is a
cross head 19, the ends whereof are suitably
apertured for the reception of the supports,
these apertures being counter-sunk as at
20, 20, for the reception of spiral springs
21, 21, sleeved on the supporting rods. The
vertical adjustment of the cross head is ef-
fected by means of a screw 22. :

-The seat is formed of a flat board 25 pref-

erably formed with a forwardly projecting

horn 26 adapted.to project between the in-
fant’s legs and having secured to its lower
side a cross picce 27 of substantially the
same length as the cross head 19, the ends of
the cross piece being slotted as at 28, 28, for
the reception of the supporting rods 17, 17.
To prevent the splitting of this cross piece I
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provide cleats 29, 29, the lower sides of
which are counter-sunk as at 30 for the re-
ception of the upper ends of the springs 21,
2{. The screw 22 permits the raising of the
seat as the infant grows, the provision of a
plurality of recesses 15 permits the seat to
be adjusted at such point with reference to
the aperture T as will support the infant se-
carely and with entire comfort, while
springs 21, 21, permit it to jump and jounce.
The forward end of the member 6 may con-
veniently be formed as a tray 32 for toys or
the like, while an elastic hoop 33 is prefer-
ably secured about the frame in order to
yicldingly resist contact with articles of fur-
niture.

The whole device is movably sapported
tupon wheels or casters 34 secured at the cor-
ners of the frame, these corners being further
stiffened by angle blocks 35 if desired.

The toilet seat preferably consists of an
oval board 40 apertured at 41 and having
transverse cleats 42 at its ends, the cleats ana
seat board being slotted as at 28* for the re-
ception of the supporting rod 17 as in the
previous case. The inner edges of the cleats
49 are recessed as at 43 for the reception of
the rim of a basin 44 whose forward position
is determined by a stop 45 and whose acci-
dental rearward removal is prevented by
means of a removable pin 46. This seat may
be substituted for the usual seat in an ob-
vious manner.

Tnasmuch as’'the blocks 3 prevent the mov-
able bar 5 from being drawn outwardly far
enough to pass by the edge of the member 6,
it is necessary that the foldlno of the device
be %ccomphched in a fixed manner as ilius-

trated in Figs. 8 to 11. In this operation the |

thumb nut 10 is removed so as te disconnect
the bar 5 from the member 6, the latter be-
ing then swung upwardly as at ¢. The bar
5 with its uprights 4 is then folded down-
wardly into the frame as at b, after which
the member 6 is folded against its uprights
4 as at ¢. The bar 5 and its associated up-
rights are then swung upwardly as at d to
permit the downward swinging of member
6 as at e, thus bringing the member 6 helow
the frame. Lastly, the bar 5 and its sup-
ports are swung downwardly toward the
fraime as at f. The seat being easily remov-
able from its supporting rods, these parts
can easily be packed into the spaces betireen
the uprights so that the whole will take a
minimum of space.

While I have necessarily descyiked my in-
vention in detail I do not propose to be lim-
ited to such details except as the same may
be positively included in the claims hereto
annewed or may be rendered necessary by the
prior state of the art.

Having thus described my invention,what
T claim is:

o In a device of the character described,

1,048,080
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in combination, a frame, a pair of uprights
piveted at each side of said frame, the piv-
otal axes of all of said uprights being sub-
stantially parvallel, horizontal bars pivoted
to the upper ends of each pair of uprights
upon axes- substantially parallel with the

70

former axes, an apertured Lody-supporting -

member secured to the upper faces of said
bars, supporting rods attached to said bars
and dependmo therefrom, and a seat se-
cured to said suppor ting rods.

9. Tui a device of the character described,
in combination, a frame, a pair of uprights
pivoted at each side of said frame, the piv-
otal axes of all of said uprights being sub-
stantially parallel, an apertured body -sup-
porting member pivoted to the upper ends
of one pair of npnvhm upon an axis sub-
stantially parallel with said first axes, means
for detachably securing the other pair of up-
rights to said member, a seat supported be-
neath the aperture in said member and a
block carried by said frame adjacent to each

-of said uprights and adapted to be engaged

by the same when in raised position.

In a device of the character described,
n ccmblmtwn, a frame having uprights, a
Lorizontal apertured member secured to the
upper euds of said v prmhtq. horizontal bars
secured to the lower face of said member at
opposue sides of the aperture therein, each
of said horizontal bars having in its inner
edge a plarality of spaced recesses, support-
ing rods having their upper ends ouh\"ardly
turned for insertion into said recesses, a seat
cax ried by said supporting rods, and means

wdjnstmo said seat vertically along said
rods

4. In a device of the character described,

in eombination, a frame having yprights, a
horizontal aper tured member secured to the
upper ends of said uprights, depending sup-
norting rods having their upper ends remov-
ably attached to said apertured member, a
cross-bar connecting the lower ends of said
supporting rods, a “eross-head parallel with
the said cross-bar, a seat having notches qt
its sides receiving said supporting rods,
springs sleeved upon said rods and inter-
posed between said cross-head and seat, and
means for adjusting the distance between
Qald cross-bar and cross-head.

In a device of the character described,
a 1echnfruhr frame, an upright pivoted at
each end of parallel frame members adjacent
to the corners of the frame, the axes of said
pivots being substantially parallel, 1101'170n~
tal bars pwoi ed between the upper ends of
each pair of uprights, the pivetal axes of
said bars being substantially parallel to the
former axes, an, apertured body-supporting
member rigidly secured to one of said bars
and debachably secured to the other bar, and
a2 seat depending from said horizontal bars
and positioned bereath said aperture.
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6. In a device of the character described,
in combination, a frame having casters, up-
rights pivoted to said frame about substan-
tially horizontal axes, ap apertured body
supporting member attached to the upper
ends of said ugrights’, a seat.detachably sup-
ported beneath such aperture, and bracing
means secured to said frame for fixing the
angles between said frame and said uprights

when the latter are in raised position, where- 19

by the device is rendered rigid.
‘In testimony whereof, I hereunto affix my
signature in the presence of two witnesses.

- CHARLES A. KOHL.

‘Witnesses: ;
Harorp E. Surrh,
Brexnanx B, Wesr.



