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Patented Jan. 26, 1926.

UNITED STATES

1,571,069
PATENT OFFICE.

WILLIAM M. STEVENSON, OF SPRINGFIELD, MASSACHUSETTS, ASSIGNOR TO UNIT RUG
COMPANY, OF OSHKXOSH, WISCONSIN, A CORPORATION OF WISCONSIN.

FLOOR COVERING AND LIKE MATERIAL.

Application filed February 12, 1924, Serial No. 692,305.

To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, Wrzrram M. SteveEN-
sON, a citizen of the United States, resid-
Ing in Springfield, Massachusetts, have in-

5 vented the Improvements in Floor Coverings
and like Material, of which the following is
a specification.

One object of this invention is to manutac-
ture a fabric of solid braided warps and
wefts particularly adapted for use as a floor
covering, which 1s ornamental, and duiable,
and of such a nature that it can be easily
kept clean.

T further desive to provide a floor cov-

ering cohsisting of a number of sections,
each having selvage or finished edges so
connected as to permit of accurate and neat-
folding of the fabric in a relatively small
space without wrinkling.
- Another chject of my invention is to pro-
vide a sectional fabric, which ‘is capable
of being built up to any desired size by the
addition of similar units or sections that can
be made of widely varied patterns to give
different ornamental effects.

1 also desire to provide a woven fabric
which, while being of the utmost simplicity
of construction, is of such a nature as to be
substantial and of comparatively great
thickness. The invention contemplates novel
means for joining the sections to permit of
the convenient manufacture of rugs of wide-
ly varying sizes.

These objects and other advantageous
ends, 1 attoin as hereinafter set forth, ref-
erence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, in which,

Fig. 1 is a plan view to some extent dia-
grammatic, illustrating a rug constructed
in accordance with my invention;

Fig. 2 is a fragmentary plan of portions
of two adjacent sections of the fabric shown
in Fig. 1, illustrating the means for connect-
ing them in accordance with my invention;

Fig. 3 is an edge elevation of the fabric
shown in Fig. 2;

Fig. 4 is a view, similar to Fig. 2, show-
ing portions in section to illustrate the
method of connecting the sections;

Fig. 5 is a sectional perspective view of the
braid, which forms the warps and wefts of
the fabric;

Fig. 6 is a view of a portion of the fabric
illustrating the method of applying a bor-
der thereto; and, o
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Fig. 7 is an open diagram showing clear-
ly the method of applying the border to the
body of the fabric. X

Referring to the drawings 1-2-3-4 repre-
sent substantially reectangular sections, or
units, each of wlich consists of single lengths
or, if desired, two or more lengths of rela-
tively thick plaited braid, which is woven,
usually by hand, in a pldin weave. Those
portions 5—5 of the braid comstituting the
warps are continuous with each other, being
curved or bent to 180° at the top and bottom
of each section around the endmost portions
of the braid constituting the wefts 6—6. As
above noted, both the warps and wefts may
be made of one continuous length of braid
or, if desired, the warps-may be made of one
length and the wefts of ‘ancther length. The
weits are continuous and -are turned around
the warps 5—5,- defining the two sides of
the section, so that there is a selvage at the
top and bottom as well as on the sides.

"The braid, of which the zections of my
fabric are woven, is made of a number of
strands producing a relatively thick and flat
braid, Fig. 5, so that, when woven, as shown
in the drawings, the fabrie has consider-
able body, or thickness, and while it has no
perforations, or openings, through it, I have
found that, when woven, as shown, particles
of dirt or solid material falling upon it tend
to pass between the warps and wefts, or sift
through the fabric rather ‘than accumulate
upon  its upper surface. ‘

A rug, or floor covering, of any desired
size may be built up by joining together any
desired number of the unit pieces, or sec-
tions, as shown in Figs. 1 and 2, for swhich
purpose, I provide a hinge -cord 7 which
runs alternately through the loops provided
by the turned-over warps, or wefts, ¢f two
adjacent sections when these are 1nter-

‘meshed, or fitted together, as shown in Fig.

4. Tf this pivet, or hinge cord, be tightly
drawn, there are no openings left between
adjacent sections and the rug may be fold-
ed along any of the lines of junction of
its sections without wrinkling and, likewise,
without cutting or breaking the fabric.
While all of the various sections may be of
the same color, they may be made in differ-
ent colors arranged in any desired patterns.
Tt is obvious that rugs of any desired size
may be made by connecting together any
similar or required number of sections in the

60

70

75

80

90

—

00

105

110



(&}

10

25

30

35

40

45

50

2

manner illustrated. The floor -covering
formed therefrom is thick and springy hav-
ing a distinctive and ornamental appearance.

While the drawings illustrate a sectional
rug, in some instances, a large sized floor
covering may be made in a single section,
using the heavy solid and flat braid as the
warps and wefts.

In Figs. 6 and 7, a border may be formed
on the floor covering to give it a more
finished and attractive appearance. A braid
8, similar to the braid forming the warps
and wefts of the fabric, is twined spirally
through the edge of the fabric so that it
alternates with the looped edge portions of
the fabric. This border is preferably made
continuous and passes around the corners,
as shown in the diagram, Fig. 7. When
the border is applied to a sectional floor
covering as shown in Figs. 1 and 6, the
braid 8 is continued past the joints of the
section.

The border braid 8 may be of the same
color as the body of the fabric, or of a con-
trasting color, if desired. The horder braid
fills the gaps between the looped sections of
the edge of the fabric, giving the fabric a

very neat appearance, and materially
strengthening the edge.
I claim:

1. A floor covering made of a plurality
of woven sections having intermeshing sel-
vage edges; and members running through
the intermeshing portions of adjacent sec-
tions for pivotally connecting the same.

2. A floor covering made of a plurality
of sections each consisting of warps and
wefts, said warps and wefts being contin-
uous to provide intermeshing selvage edges;
and a member running through the inter-
meshing edges of adjacent sections for con-
necting them.

3. A floor covering made of a plurality
of sections, each formed of warps and wefts
of flat braid, said warps and wefts being
continucus and providing selvage edges for
the respective sections and members run-
ning through the intermeshing portions of
adjacent sections for pivotally connecting
the same.

4. A floor covering made of a plurality of
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sections having warps and wefts of flat
braid, said warps and wefts being contin-
uous and turned over the edges of their re-
spective sections to form a selvage, the
turned-over portions of one section inter-
meshing with those of an adjacent section;
and a member extending through said
turned-over portions to connect the sections.

5. A floor covering made of a plurality
of sections each consisting of warps and
wefts, said warps and wefts being con-
tinuous to provide intermeshing selvage
edges; and members running through both
the side and end intermeshing edges of ad-
jacent sections for pivotally connecting
them, thereby permitting folding along any
line of juncture between the sections.

6. A floor covering, in which the warps
and wefts are made of solid, flat braids,
the looped portions at the edges being spaced
apart; and a border braid supplemental to
and separate from the first said braids in-
tertwined with the looped portions at the
sides and ends, producing an even and or-
namental edge.

7. A floor covering comprising warps and
wefts of braided material, said warps and
wefts being continuous and turned over at
the edges of said covering to form a selvage:
and a spiral border supplemental to and
separate from the said warps and wefts
applied to the exposed selvage edges at the
sides and ends.

8. A  woven floor covering comprising a
series of sections, each section having a
selvage edge at the sides and ends; means
for hinging said sections together; and a
single border strand intertwined with the
selvage edges of a plurality of sections of
the floor covering.

9. A woven floor covering comprising a
series of sections, each section having a
selvage edge at the sides and ends: means
for bringing said sections together at their
sides and also at their ends; and a single
border strand at the sides and at the ends
of the floor covering, the said strand beine
intertwined with the selvage edges of the
several sections.

WILLIAM M. STRVENSON.
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