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1. 

My present invention relates to shoe With 
interlaced vamp elements having adjustable 
VanpS, to the Vamps, and to the manufacture of 
Such footwear. 
The necessity of having footwear available for 

the public through a Substantial size range, by 
which term I mean both lengths and widths, 
creates real problems to the manufacturer and 
to the retailer. A size range of sufficient latitude 
to make it possible for the great majority of the 
public to be quickly and properly fitted imposes 
heavy expense on the manufacturer and the re 
tailer which could be avoided if it was not neces 
Sary to make and stock footwear in so many 
different sizes. 
The broad objective of my invention is to pro 

vide footwear having adjustable vamps so that 
the same shoe, through adjustment of its vamp, 
may be made to fit properly an appreciable range 
of foot sizes. As a result, my invention makes 
Substantial economies available to the manu 
facturer due to savings in die and pattern costs 
and to the retailer while ensuring better service 
to the public. 

In accordance with my invention, I provide a 
vamp consisting of at least two sections which, 
when properly assembled, relative to the sole 
Structure and to each other, establish a vamp. 
Adjustable means to interconnect the vamp sec 
tions enable its size to be varied without appre 
ciably altering its croSS Sectional shape and 
means to lock the vamp sections togther, when 
the desired vamp size has been determined and 
established, ensure the maintenance of that size 
during use. 
In the accompanying drawings, I have shown 

illustrative embodiments of my invention from 
which its many novel features and advantages 
will be readily apparent. In the drawings: 

Fig. 1 is a view of a shoe in accordance with 
my invention with the vamp sections discon 
nected. 

Fig. 2 is a plan view of one of the vamp sections. 
Fig. 3 is a top plan view of the shoe of Fig. 1 

with the vamp Sections connected and locked 
together. 

Fig. 4 is a fragmentary view, in perspective, of 
another embodiment of my invention, and 

Figs. 5 and 6 are top and side views, respec 
tively, of another embodiment of my invention. 
While footwear and vamps may be variously 

made in accordance with my invention, I have 
shown embodiments thereof which combine 
economy in manufacture and attractiveness of 
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appearance with an easily and accurately estab 
lished and maintained vamp Size adjustment. 
In the embodiment of my invention shown in 

Figs. 1-3, I have indicated at a Sole structure 
to which is attached conventional ankle engag 
ing straps and vamp Sections 2 and 3. 
The vamp Sections 2 and 3 have strap por 

tions 6 and 5 respectively and I have shown 
the vamp section 2 as having three Substantially 
parallel slits 6, , and 8 formed therein so that 
the strap portion may underlie the strap por 
tion 4 and pass upwardly through the slit 6 and 
through the loop 9 established by the slits 7 
and 8. The vamp Section 3 has a pair of Sub 
stantially parallel slits 2 establishing a loop 2 
through which the strap portion 4 extends. The 
loops 9 and 2 may, of course, be otherwise 
formed and disposed. 
With the sections f2 and 3 thus assembled to 

complete the vamp, its size may be decreased 
without appreciably altering its croSS Sectional 
shape, by pulling both Strap portions until the 
desired vamp size is established. 
The sections 2 and 3 are then locked together 

so that the established size will be maintained 
during use. While this may be variously ac 
complished as by adhesive or Suitable fasteners, 
I prefer to provide the vamp section 3 with a 
buckle 22 disposed to receive the strap portion 4 
Which is formed with a series of buckle tongue 
receiving apertures as Suggested at 23, 24, and 
25. These are preferably spaced so that each 
represents a predetermined size. For example, 
the aperture 25 may represent one width in a Size 
five shoe and the apertures 24 and 23 indicate 
two other widths respectively for a size five shoe. 
By the same token, such other widths may also 
constitute smaller widths in a size five and one 
half shoe. It is well known that human feet vary 
widely as to size and shape So that it is in 
possible to provide each person with perfectly 
fitted shoes when footwear is made in predeter 
mined sizes. Where a perfect fit is desired, I 
prefer to lock the assembled vamp Sections to 
gether as by an adhesive after they have been 
adjusted to provide a true fit for the feet of the 
purchaser. 
While the vamp sections may be established 

and attached to the Sole structure in any de 
sired way, they must be accurately made and at 
tached if it is desired to adjustably interconnect 
the vamp sections to establish different sizes 
accurately. For that reason, I have shown in 
Fig. 2 that the vamp sections may have, ad 
jacent their margins, indicia 26 which, when 
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brought into predetermined relation to a pre 
determined sole structure, ensures that vamp 
Sizes may be accurately established. 

In Fig. 4, I have shown a Shoe having a toe 
piece generally indicatd at 27. The toe piece 2 , 
While it otherwise may be of any desired con 
Struction, consists of sections 28 and 29 mar 
ginally Secured to the sole structure 3 and with 
their adjacent edges overlapping to establish a 
Substantially closed toe. The rear edges of the 
Sections 28 and 29 are united to the front edges 
of the vamp sections 2 and 3 as along lines 33 
and preferably terminating well below the ad 
jacent edges of the vamp sections. Preferably, 
the vamp Sections overlie the edges of the toe 
piece Sections to which they are secured. By this 
Construction, the toe piece Sections to which they 
are Secured. By this construction, the toe piece 
is adjustable and it and vamp are secured to 
gether so that when the vamp is adjusted, cor 
responding change in the size of the toe piece 
eSleS. 
In the embodiment of my invention shown in 

FigS. 5 and 6, the upper structure includes a heel 
portion 3 carrying buckles 32 and 33. The vamp : 
Sections 34 and 35 are generally similar to the 
vamp Sections f2 and 3 of Figs. 1-4 except that 
the set of slits 36, 37, and 38, the pair of slits 
39, and the Strap portions 43 and is are so 
formed and disposed that the Strap portion if 
and 4f extend to the rear to be locked in an 
adjusted position by the buckles 32 and 33. Pref 
erably, each strap portion 43 and & includes an 
elastic or like Section 32 to enable the shoe to 
flex Without exerting a pull on the straps that 
Would tend to draw the sections 33 and 35 to 
gether too tightly. In this embodiment of Iny 
invention, an additional advantage results from 
the fact that the heel and vamp portions are in 
terconnected to approach the strength and Sup 
port of a shoe with a full or complete upper. 
From the foregoing, it will be apparent that 

my invention makes possible on an eficient and 
economical basis, footwear that is attractive in 
appearance and adapted to be accurately fitted 
and at the same time affords Substantial 
economies to the manufacturer and retailer be. 
cause of the variety of sizes that each shoe is 
adapted to establish while protecting the pur 
chaser against improperly fitting shoes pur 
chased on the basis of a narked size. 
What I therefore claim and desire to secure 

by Letters Patent is: 
1. Footwear comprising a sole structure and 

an upper portion including a vamp, Said waip 
Comprising first and second sections, correspond 
ing edges of Said sections being Secured to op 
posite margins of said sole structure, each of 
Said Sections including a part tapering to an in 
tegral Strap portion, Said first section having 
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4. 
three slits therein to enable the strap portion 
of the second Section to pass upwardly through 
the first of Said slits and through the loop es 
tablished by the second and third slits, said sec 
ond Section having a pair of slits therein to 
establish a loop to receive the Strap portion of 
the first Section, and means to lock to the upper 
portion the extremity of the strap portion of Said 
first section that extends through and is ex 
posed beyond the loop of the second section. 

2. Footwear comprising a sole structure and 
an upper including a vamp, said vamp compris 
ing first and second sections, corresponding edges 
of Said Sections being secured to opposite mar 
gins of Said Sole Structure, each of said Sec 
tions including a part tapering to an integral 
Strap portion, said first section having three slits 
therein to enable the strap portion of the second 
Section to pass upwardly through the first of said 
Slits and through the loop established by the Sec 
ond and third slits, said second section having 
a pair of slits therein to establish a loop to re 
ceive the Strap portion of the first section, and 
lineans to lock the Strap portion of said first 
Section to Said Second section. 

3. Footwear comprising a sole structure and 
an upper including a vamp and a heel portion, 
Said vamp comprising first and second sections, 
Corresponding edges of said Sections being Se 
cured to opposite margins of said sole structure, 
each of Said Sections including a part tapering 
to an integral strap portion, said first section 
having three slits therein to pass upwardly 
through the first of Said slits and through the 
loop established by the second and third slits, 
Said Second Section having a pair of slits there 
in to establish a loop to receive the strap por 
tion of the first Section, a buckle on each side 
of Said heel portion, said straps extending real 
Wardly from opposite sides of said vamp and 
each having a series of buckle tongue receiving 
apertures spaced from each other in a predeter 
mined Order to enable the straps to be buckled 
to Said heel part to establish a vamp size de 
termined by the aperture spacing. 

HARRY H. JOHNSON. 
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