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(54) Title: TABLET CASSETTE ROTOR AND TABLET CASSETTE
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(a)

(hy

(57) Abstract: The present invention addresses the problem of providing a
tablet cassette rotor that does not have many parts, can handle tablets of
more shapes and sizes, and also can support automatic adjustment of the

depth, width, and partitioning position of a tablet guideway. The problem is
solved by a rotor (4) that is accommodated so as to be able to rotate in a cas-
sette main body (3) accommodating tablets, and that has a plurality of tablet
guideways (4b) for guiding the tablets to a tablet discharge hole, wherein the
tablet guideways are provided with an inclined outer surface that is inclined
with respect to the axis of rotation of the rotor and faces opposite an inverted
cone-shaped inclined inner surface of the cassette main body. It is made pos-
sible to adjust the distance between the inverted cone-shaped inclined inner
surface of the cassette main body and the inclined outer surfaces of the tablet
guideways by raising/lowering the rotor relative to the cassette main body. It
is made possible to adjust the distance between a partitioning member (8)
and a tablet support table (47) that is located below the partitioning member
and supports a lowermost tablet, by raising/lowering the tablet support table.
It is made possible to rotate a first movable member (50) and second mov-
able member (60) in a relative manner and adjust the distance between a first
vertical protrusion (53) and second vertical protrusion (63) constituting the
tablet guideways.
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Document 1: WO 2012/096328 Al (Yuyama Mfg. Co., Ltd.), 19 July 2012
(19.07.2012), paragraphs [0020] to [0054]; fig. 1 to 22 & US 2014/0014678
Al paragraphs [0075] to [0126]; fig. 1 to 22 & JP 5136727 B2 & EP 2664316
Al & CN 103298442 A & KR 10-2014-0005960 A & TW 201228889 A cited in
the application

Claims are classified into the following three inventions.

(Invention 1) claims 1-2 and claims 11-16 which refer to any one of
claims 1-2

Claims 1 to 2 and claims 11 to 16 referring to any one of claims 1
to 2 are classified into Invention 1 because the claims have a special
technical feature, i.e., “a rotor which is rotatably accommodated in
a cassette body for accommodating tablets and has a plurality of tablet
guide paths for guiding the tablets in the cassette body to a tablet
discharge holeprovided inthe cassettebody, the rotorbeingcharacterized
in that the tablet guide paths are provided with an inclined outer surface
which is tilted relative to the rotation axis of the rotor and opposed
toan inclined inner surface, shaped like an inverted cone, of the cassette
body; provided is a rotor 1lift mechanism for lifting, in the direction
of the rotation axis of the rotor, at least the inclined outer surface
of the rotor relative to the cassette body; and the rotor 1ift mechanism
lifts at least the inclined outer surface of the rotor and allows the
distance between the inclined inner surface, shaped like an inverted
cone, of the cassette body and the inclined outer surface of the tablet
guide paths to be adjustable.”

(Invention 2) claims 3-4 and claims 11-16 which refer to any one of
claims 3-4

Claims 3 to 4 and claims 11 to 16 referring to any one of claims 3
to 4 have a technical feature common to claim 1 classified into Invention
1, i.e., “a rotor which is rotatably accommodated in a cassette body
for accommodating tablets and has a plurality of tablet guide paths for
guiding the tablets inthe cassettebodytoatablet discharge hole provided
in the cassette body.”

However, the above-said technical feature cannot be considered to
be a special technical feature, since the technical feature does not
make a contributionover thepriorartinthe light of the contents disclosed
in the document 1.

Further, there is no other same or corresponding special technical
feature between claims 3-4, claims 11-16 which refer to any one of claims
3-4 and claim 1.

Further, claims 3-4 and claims 11-16 which refer to any one of claims
3-4 are not dependent on claim 1.

In addition, claims 3-4 and claims 11-16 which refer to any one of
claims 3-4 have no relationship such that these claims are substantially
same as or equivalent to any claim classified into Invention 1.

Therefore, claims 3-4 and claims 11-16 which refer to any one of claims
3-4 cannot be classified into Invention 1.

(Continued to next extra sheet)
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Then, claims 3 to 4 and claims 11 to 16 referring to any one of claims
3 to 4 are classified into Invention 2 because the claims have a special
technical feature, i.e., “a rotor which is rotatably accommodated in
a cassette body for accommodating tablets and has a plurality of tablet
guide paths for guiding the tablets in the cassette body to a tablet
discharge hole provided in the cassette body, and in which a partition
member provided above the tablet discharge hole of the cassette body
partitions between the lowest tablet and the upper tablet of the tablets
arrayed in the tablet guide paths, the rotor being characterized in that
provided are a tablet support for supporting the lowest tablet of the
tablet guide paths and a tablet support 1lift mechanism for 1lifting the
tablet support, and the tablet support 1ift mechanismallows the distance
between the partition member and the tablet support to be adjustable.”

(Invention 3) claims 5-10 and claims 11-16 which refer to any one
of claims 5-10

Claims 5 to 10 and claims 11 to 16 referring to any one of claims
5tol0have atechnical feature common to claiml classified into Invention
landclaim3 classified into Invention?2, i.e., “"arotorwhichis rotatably
accommodated in a cassette body for accommodating tablets and has a
plurality of tablet guide paths for guiding the tablets in the cassette
body to a tablet discharge hole provided in the cassette body.”

However, the above-said technical feature cannot be considered to
be a special technical feature, since the technical feature does not
make acontributionover thepriorart inthe light of the contentsdisclosed
in the document 1.

Further, there is no other same or corresponding special technical
feature between claims 5-10, claims 11-16 which refer to any one of claims
5-10 and claim 1 or 3.

Further, claims 5-10 and claims 11-16 which refer to any one of claims
5-10 are not dependent on either claim 1 or 3.

In addition, claims 5-10 and claims 11-16 which refer to any one of
claims 5-10 have no relationship such that these claims are substantially
same as or equivalent to any claim classified into Invention 1 or 2.

Therefore, claims 5-10 and claims 11-16 which refer to any one of
claims 5-10 cannot be classified into either Invention 1 or 2.

Then, claims 5 to 10 and claims 11 to 16 referring to any one of claims
5 to 10 are classified into Invention 3 because the claims have a special
technical feature, i.e., “a rotor which is rotatably accommodated in
a cassette body for accommodating tablets and has a plurality of tablet
guide paths for guiding the tablets in the cassette body to a tablet
dischargeholeprovidedinthe cassettebody, therotorbeingcharacterized
by being provided with: a first movable member having a first vertical
part forming one side of a tablet guide path and a first horizontal part
extending from an upper end of the tablet guide path toward an adjacent
tablet guide path; a second movable member having a second vertical part
forming the other side of the tablet guide path and a second horizontal
part extending from the upper end of the tablet guide path toward an
adjacent tablet guide path; a first support member disposed above the
first movable member; a second support member disposed below the second
movable member; and a movable member moving mechanism for rotating the
first movable member and the second movable member relative to each other,
the movable member moving mechanism allowing the distance between the
first vertical part and the second vertical part to be adjustable.”

Form PCT/ISA/210 (extra sheet) (January 2015)
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