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SPECIFICATION forming part of Lietters Patent IWo. 312,927, dated February 24, 1885,

Application filed August 10, 1883,

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, CHARLES STREIT, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Cincin-
nati, county of Hamilton, State of Ohio, have
invented certain new and useful Iinprovements
in Sofa-Beds, of which the following isaspeci-
fication.

My invention relates to that class of sofus
which are convertible into a double bed. Its
object is a simple cheap device which can be
readily operated, is not liable to get out of or-
der, and which will, when changed intoa bed,
be in fact the regular spring-mattress.

With these objects in view my invention
consists in certain peculiar details'of construe-
tion and combination of parts, which will be
first fully described in connection with the ac-
companying drawings, in which similar letters
indicate like parts wherever they occur, and
then particularly pointed out in the claims.

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my im-
proved sofa when converted into a bed. Fig.
2 is an end view of the sofa-frame before be-
ing upholstered. Fig. 8 is a rear elevation of
one end of the folding back and its support-
ing brace and leg. Tig. 4isan end elevation
of the sofa-back.” A portion of the end rail is
broken away to expose the back supporting-
leg. The dotted line shows the position the
leg oceupies with relation to the back when
turned down to form a bed. TFig. 5 is an
end view of the arm-rest and bolster, show-
ing two posts for supporting it in place, in-
stead of the central supporting-piece shown in
Fig. 2.

The front frame, A, and back frame, B, are
made in the usual way, except that the meet-
ing ends of their end rails are curved upward,
and are beveled back toward the lower edge.
The upward curve brings the pintle of the
hinge nearer tothetop ofthe mattress-springs,
so that the springs upon the adjacent edges of
the back and seat may be placed as close to-
gether as in the other parts of the mattress, in
order that the back may be turned up withous
injury tothespringsorupholstering material.

The purpose of making the meeting ends of
the rails beveled is to permit the upper edge
of the back to drop down to the floor withoust
endangering the hinges or pulling them loose
should the back be dropped down carelessly
before the legs C could assume a vertical po-

(No model.)

sition, or should the legs from any causestick
or noj work freely. The back B issupported
in its upright position by arms D, which are
pivoted on pins which pass through elongated
perforations in the arms, and are secured in
the end rails of the frame A. The free end of
the arms D have notches or hooks to engage
pins b, secured in the.end rails of the back.
The arms curve downward to escape the inner
end of the arm-rests or bolsters It when the
back is turned up. ThearmsI prefertomake
of the same wood as the frame, and tostrength-
en them outside of the slots and notches in the
ends I pass through them from edge to edge
pins of hickory or other hard wood. or of
metal, as represented in dotted line, Figs. 1
and 2. The elongated slots in the attached
ends of the arms are for conveniencein lower-
ing the back. When the back is pressed
slightly forward, and one arm lifted from its
engaging-pin b, it will drop down and beheld
out of engagement while the person passes to
the opposite end to disengagé the other arm.
The slot should be but about once and a half
longer than the diameter of the pin, to barely
keep the notch and pin b out.of engagement,
80 that when theback isturned upand pressed
forward the notches of the arms wiil auto-
matically engage the pins b.

To the arm-rest and bolster B, Fig. 2, isse-
cured a supporting-piece, e, which has atenon
at its Jower end to enter mortises ¢ in the tops
of the end rails of both frames A andB. One
edge of the tenoned part of piece ¢ has perfo-
rations, as seen in dotted line, Fig. 2, to re-
ceive the shaft of a bolt, f, Fig. 1. By this
means the bolster is capable of verfical ad-
justment. The legsCaresecaredin end eross-
braces, °, by pins ¢, which pass throughslots
in the legs.  The legs are tapered from about
the bottom of the slots to the upper rounded
ends to enter corresponding perforationsinthe
end braces, *, when the back is turned down.
By this means the legs are rigidly held in a
vertical position. The cross-piecesl* are re-

cessed to embed the legs when the bhack is
turned up, as shcwn in Fig. 4, and the legs are
held within the recesses by -buttons ¥, Fig. 4.

‘When the sofa is to be converted intoa bed,
the buttons »’ and the. arms D are released.
As the back is turned down the legs will re-
tain their vertical position, and when the cast-
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ers reach the floor the top of the leg will be
forced in the perforations in piece »” until the
pin ¢ rests upon the bottom of the slot inleg C.
Oune of the bolsters E is now withdrawn from
the seat-frame and placed in the mortisein the
back frame. Thebedisthen formed asshown
in Fig. 1.

F in Fig. 1 is the front of a drawer, which
may be arranged under the sofa-frame, if de-
sired, for the purpose of storingthebed-cloth-
ing. .

After my frame is made and pub together,
as shown, i is turned down in the- position
shown in Fig. 1, and upholstered precisely the

same as a spring-mattress, the springs being |-

united and bound together in the same way,
so that the bed is of uniform elasticity over
the whole top, instead of being less yielding in
some places than in others, asit mustbewhen
the back and seat are upholstered separately.

‘What I claim as new, and desireto secure by
Letters Patent, is—

1. In a folding bed, the combination of the
seat and back frames, having the meeting ends
of their end rails downwardly and reversely
beveled, the hinges for uniting said frames,
legs pivoted to the back frame for supporting-
it in a horizontal position, and brace-arms piv-
oted to the ends of the seat-frame to engage

studs projecting from the ends of the back 3o
frame and sustain it in an upright position,
substantially as described.

2. In a sofa-bed of the character described,
the combination of the seat and back frames,
hinged together, as shown, the brace-arms pro-
vided at one end with a hookand attheother
end with an elongated slot, pins passing
through said slots to pivot the arms to the
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ends of the seat-frame, pins projecting from

the back frame to engage the hooked ends of 40
said arms, and foldinglegs pivoted to theback
frame to support it in' a horizontal position,
substantially as specified.

3. A sofa-bed consisting, substantially as
before set forth, of theseat and back frames,
hinged together at their meeting longitudinal
edges, and each having the end rails slotted,
as shown, the folding legs pivoted to the back
framme, the bolsters ~provided with tenons
shaped to fit the slots in the end rails of the 52
frames, and the braces curved. as described,
to avoid contact with the bolsters when sup-
porting the back frame.

CHARLES STREIT.
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Witnesses:
CHAs. F. GESSERT,
GEO. J. MURRAY.




