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This invention relates to holdiers, and more 
particularly to holding means adapted for at 
taching branches to Christinas trees. 

it has heretofore been proposed to improve 
the appearance of Christmas trees, by Secuiring 
additional branches thereto at suitable locations. 
The attachment of added branches to a Christ 
nas tree has usually been effected by inserting 
the Whittled ends of the branches into holes 
drilled in the tree trunk. This is a tedious op 
eration and is beyond the facilities and skill of 
in any persons. 

It is an object of the present invention to pro 
wide a Christinas tree branch holder and the like 
Which is capable of quick and easy application by 
unskilled persons, and which can be malfa, c 
tured at low cost. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

a branch holder Which Will accorrirodate 
branches of different thickness. 
The invention further consists in the Several 

features hereinafter described and claimed. 
In the accompanying drawing, illustrating an 

embodiment of the invention: 
Fig. 1 is an elevation of a Christmas tree law. 

ing an added branch Secured thereto by a holder 
constructed in accordance With the invention; 

Fig. 2 is a detail Sectional elevation of the ap 
plied holder; 

Fig. 3 is a transverse sectional view of the ap 
plied holder, taken generally along the line 3-3 
of Fig. 2; 

Fig. 4 is a botton view of a ferrule or sleeve 
of the holder, and 

Fig. 5 is a plan View of sleeve bankS. 
In the drawing, designates a ferrule or sleeve 

Which is formed by heading a resilient sheet 
metal bank i' (Fig. 5) to tubular shape, the 
opposite edges of the bent blank being spaced so 
that the sleeve is longitudinally Split or Slotted 
at along its Upper side. One end of the hot 
tom portion of the sleeve is provided with a prong 
or spur 2, and the other end has a notch 3 to 
increase the resiliency Cf the sleeve. . In the 
menuifacture of the sleeves, the sleeve banks 
are preferably panched in a series from a sheet 
metal strip, the cutting of the prong of one bank 
forming the notch of the adjacent lak, as i 
dicated in Fig. 5. Between the prong and notch 
each blank is longitudinally slit to form a Wire 
positioning loop. 4, which further increases the 
resiliency of the sleeve. The edges of the bank 
at each side of the prong are cut at an algle SO 
that the pronged end of the sleeve formed from 
the bank Will have an obliquely extending end 
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to bear against the trunk of a Christmas tree. 
The resilient ferrule or sleeve is expansibie 

and contractible and is adapted to fit over the 
butt end of a branch which is to be attached 
to the tree, tie character of the sleeve permit 
ting the sleeve to be applied to branches of dif 
ferent thickness. The butt end of the branch is 
Clit. On a bias to correspond to the obliquely ex 
tending end of the sleeve. The sleeve is so posi 
tioned on the branch that the prong 2 is at the 
OWer side of the branch. 
A bendable Wire 3 is passed through the loop 

if on the sleeve and is Wrapped about the sleeve 
and then twisted at 9, adjacent to the upper 
side of the branch, to clamp or compress the 
contactible sleeve firmly on the branch. The 
prong 2 of the sleeve is then pushed into the tree 
trunk at the desired angle and location until the 
oblique end of the sleeve bears on the trunk, 
Whereupon the ends 2 of the wire are wrapped 
about the tree trunk, preferably at an upward 
angle with respect to the sleeve, and are tWisted 
together at 2. After attachment, the branch 
extends at a Snail upward angle with respect to 
the tree trunk. The twisting of the Wire about 
he sleeve and tree trunk may be effected by 
hand, but is preferably effected with the aid of 
a pair of pliers. If desired, the excess material 
at the free ends of the wire may be clipped off. 
When the tree is in use the holder is concealed 
y the foliage and trimmings. 
The branch holder of the invention is readily 

applied by unskilled persons and holds the added 
branch firmly in position. The character of the 
holder permits it, to be manufactured at low cost. 
While the holder is particularly adapted for 

attaching a branch to a Christmas tree, it is also 
Capable of analogous uses. 
What I claim as new and desire to Secure by 

Letters attent is: 
A Christmas tree branch holder and the like, 

comprising a longitudinally split contractible re 
silient, sleeve adapted to fit over the butt, end of 
a, tree branch and pronged for piercing the side 
Wall of the trunk of the tree, said sleeve having 
an exterior wire-confining loop intermediate its 
ends, and a bendable Wire passing through said 
loop and having an intermediate portion adapted 
to be Wrapped about said sleeve for contracting 
and clanping Said sleeve on said branch, said 
Wire having end portions adapted to be Wrapped 
about Said tree trunk adjacent to the upper por 
tion of Said Sleeve for securing said sleeve to said 
trunk. 
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