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7o all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, Epear J. Weaver, a
citizen of the United States, and a resident
of Westerville, in the county of Franklin
and State of Ohio, have invented a new and
useful Improvement in Tool-Handle Fis-
teners, of which the following is a specifica-
tion.

The main object of my invention is to pro-
vide a tool handle fastener especially adapt-
ed to be used with a wire splicing clamp,
and having automatically adjustable fas-
tening means by which the tool may be se-
curely clamped upon a wire.

A further object of my invetnion is to pro-
vide a handle fastener which may be folded
out of the way when it is desired to use the
tool without the fastening device.

With these and other objects in view; my
invention resides in the construction, comba-
nation, and arrangement of parts as herein-
after described and claimed, and illustrated
i the accompanying drawings forming a
Part of this specifieation, in which like ref-
erence characters indicate lile parts.

Figure 1 is a perspective view of & wire
splicing clamp with my improved handle
fastener folded into an inoperstive posi-
tion. Fig. 2 is an enlarged longitudinal
vertical sectional view of splicing clamp
handles with my fastening device in opera-
tive position. Iig. 3 is a vertical séetion on
the line 3—3 of [ig. 2. Figs. 4 and 5 are
enlarged front and side views fespectively
of the locking pawl

Referring to the drawings, at A I have
shown a wire splicing clamp of standard
construction, comprising the pivoted han-
dles 1 and 2 and the wire engaging notches 8.
The end of one of the handles is bent back
upon itself as shown at 4, forming a bearing
for a bolt 5, by which the locking bar 6 is
pivoted to the handle as shown in F igs. 2
and 3. The locking bar 6 is substantially U
shaped in cross section, and has a series of
engaging notches 7 formed integral with the
bar at its upper portion, and an enlarged
curved lower portion 8 adapted to fit around
and be pivoted to the end 4 of handle 2.

A locking pawl 9, formed with a bearing
notch 10 at its upper end, bears against a
bolt 11 extending through the locking bar
below the notches 7, and is pivotally secured
thereto by a spring 12 at either side of the
pawl, which bears against the locking bar
6 at one end, is then coiled around the bolt 11,

and then bears against the back of the locking
pawl, being seated in a groove 13 formed at
each side of the pawl for this purpose. A
notch 14 is formed in the back turned end 4
of handle 2, in which the pawl 9 engages
when the locking bar is folded down upon
the handle 2, as shown in dotted lines in Hig.
2. Another notch 15 is formed in the
curved portion of the end 4, which is adapt-
ed to engage pawl 9 when the locking bar is
In operative position. When the pawl is
engaged in the angle formed by the sides
of the notch 13, the lower side of the pawl
lies against the rear side 17 of the notch. A
link 16 is secured to the back of locking bar
6 to hold the handles 1 and 2 together when
the clamp is not in use.

. The operation of my device is as follows.
When it is desired to use the splicing clamp
without my attachment, the locking bar is
folded down on handle 2, the spring pressed
locking pawl engaging notch 14 and o hold-
ing the locking bar out of the way. When
the attachment is to be used, the locking bar
is moved to its operative or right-angle po-
sition, the locking pawl 9 engaging the notch
15, and the handle 1 being extended beyond
the end of the locking bar. The clamp is
now placed on. the wire and the handles
closed. As the handle 1 slips over the
notches 7, it will force the locking bar and
the pawl backward, but when the wire is
tightly clamped and the handle 1 engaged in
one of the notches, the spring pressed pawl
will slide over the rounded shoulder 17 back
into the notch 15, and so hold the locking
bar tightly against the handle 1, thus se-
curely locking the handles.

1t will thus be seen that T have provided a
device by the use of which a splicing clamp
can be closed and securely locked with one
hand, a feature of great convenience to line-
men.

While for the purpose of illustration I
have shown my handle fastener applied to a
splicing clamp, it will be obvious that it can
be applied equally as well to any tool of the
pivoted handle type.

I claim :—

1. A tool comprising clamping members
provided with pivoted handles, one of the
handles having a back turned portion on
one end thereof, the said back turned por-
tion having a cut away portion adjacent to
the handle, and a notch above the said cut
away portion, a locking bar pivoted to the
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said handle and having notches adapted to
engage the other handle, a spring pressed
pawl pivoted to the locking bar to engage
the above mentioned cut away portion when
the device is in inoperative position, and to
engage the above mentioned notch when the
device is in operative position, and a link
pivoted to the inner end of the locking bar.

9. The combination in a tool provided
with pivoted handles, one of the said han-
dles having a back turned portion on the end
thereof, forming a bearing, a locking bar
comprising back and side members, the in-
ner end of the said back member being
curved to bear against the above mentioned
back turned portion, and the side members
extending over the sides of the said back
turned portion, a bolt passing through the
inner end of the locking bar and the above
mentioned bearing, and means for engaging
the other handle and the locking bar.

3. The combination in a tool having piv-
oted handles, one of the handles having a

- bearing at one end, the said bearing having
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a cut away portion adjacent to the handle
and a notch above the said cut away portion,
a locking bar pivoted to the said handle, a
spring pressed pawl pivoted to the locking
bar to engage the above menticred cut away
portion when the device is in inoperative
position and to engage the notch when the
device is in operative position, and means
for engaging the locking bar and the other
handle.

4. A fastening device for a tool having
pivoted handles, comprising a locking bar
pivoted to one of the handles, and having
means for engaging the other handle, a bolt
passing through the locking bar, a pawl hav-
g a bearing notch engaging the said bolt,
springs coiled around the bolt and bearing
against the locking bar at one end and
against either side of the pawl at the other
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end, the first mentioned handle having
notches adapted to be engaged by the said
pawl. '

5. A fastening device for a tool having
pivoted handles, comprising a locking bar
pivoted to one of the handles and having
notches on the outer end thereof adapted to
be engaged by the other handle, and means
comprising a spring pressed pawl pivoted
to the locking bar and adapted to engage the
first mentioned handle for yieldably hold-
ing the locking bar against the second men-
tioned handle.

6. A fastening device for a tool having
pivoted handles, comprising a locking bar
pivoted to one of the handles and adapted
to be folded upon the said handle, and
neans comprising a yieldable member pivot-
ed to the said locking bar and engaging the
said handle for yieldably engaging the lock-
ing bar and the other handle.

7. A fastening device for pivoted handles
comprising a locking bar secured to one han-
dle and means comprising a pawl yieldably
mounted on the said locking bar and adapt-
ed to engage the said handle for yieldably
engaging the locking bar and the other
handle.

g A fastening device for pivoted han-
dles comprising a locking bar secured to one
handle and means for securing the said lock-
ing bar and the other handle comprising a
pawl mounted upon the said locking bar
and adapted to engage the first mentioned
handle.

9. A fastening device for pivoted handles
comprising a locking bar pivoted to one of
the handles, a spring pressed pawl pivoted
to the locking bar, and means for engaging
the pawl and handle to yieldably hold the
locking bar in a desired position.

EDGAR JACOB WEAVER.

Coples of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the ¢ Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D. C.”
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