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(54) Title of the Invention: Dog tooth brush
Abstract Title: Apparatus for cleaning the teeth of an animal
(37) An apparatus for cleaning the teeth of an animal comprises an elongated body having two ends, an upper side, and

a lower side; bristles on said upper side 104, and bristles on said lower side 106, and handles 102 on said ends.
The apparatus may be made from nylon. The apparatus may be actively moved around in the mouth by the owner

using the handles 102.
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Patent Application of
Brian Bishop
for
Dog Tooth Brush

Bacgground of the Invention

(1] The present invention relates to canine dental hygiene

and in particular to brushes for cleaning the teeth of pet dogs.

[2] Electrical dog toothbrushes are known in the art, which
usually rotate to effect cleaning. For example, WO 03077706 to
Lilien discloses a powered rotational toothbrush dogs. The
toothbrush includes a battery powered handle having a rotational
output shaft coupled to a cylindrical brush. The handle includes
a button for initiating the rotation of the brush. A method of
using the toothbrush includes rotating the brush while the dog

bites down onto it.

[3] Furthermore it is known in the art to use ultrasonic
vibration to clean dogs’ teeth. For example, JP 2007151560 to
Moriyama discloses a toothbrush for cleaning the teeth, gums and
oral cavities of pets utilizing an ultrasonic wave. The
toothbrush comprises a bar shaped body for a pet to hold in its
mouth, and an ultrasonic wave vibration generation means disposed
in said body. The body comprises a first part to be held by the
pet in the mouth, and a second part to be gripped by a user. The
ultrasonic wave vibration generation means provided in the body
of the toothbrush generates saliva cavitation in the oral cavity
which, combined with liquefied toothpaste, destroys the flagella

of plaque bacteria and glucan adhering to the teeth.



[4] Furthermore, dog toothbrushes are known in the art
which are intended for the dog to chew. US 2007101946 to Penny
discloses a combination toothbrush and chewable toy for a dog.
The toothbrush is comprised of a main body, having a first end
with two nubs and a second end with bristles. The first end nubs
allow the toothbrush to be held between the dog's front paws,
such that the brush can be held upright by the dog. The dog then
chews the bristles, therefore brushing its own teeth without the
assistance of a person. The main body of the present invention is
made of a chew material similar to Nylabone, which additionally

works the dog's gums.

Brief Summary of the Invention

(5] It can be seen from the forgoing that there is a
prevalent need for methods of cleaning dogs’ teeth. It would be
advantageous to have a means for cleaning dogs’ teeth which would
be comfortable for the dog and therefore encourage the dog to co-

operate with.

[6] It is therefore an object of the present invention to
provide an inexpensive means for actively cleaning a dog’s teeth
which will encourage the dog to co-operate with the teeth

cleaning process.

(7] To this end, an apparatus for cleaning the teeth of an
animal is disclosed, comprising: an elongated body having two
ends, an upper side, and a lower side; bristles on said upper

side, and bristles on said lower side, and handles on said ends.

[8] An advantage of the present invention is that it is
shaped to be comfortable for a dog to hold in the mouth, reducing
the likelihood of the dog rejecting the brush or struggling when
the teeth are being cleaned. A further advantage is that the dual

handles provide a way for the owner to easily manipulate the



apparatus in the mouth of the dog. A yet further advantage is

that the upper and lower teeth can be cleaned simultaneously.

Brief Description of the Several Views of the Drawing

[9] The invention can be better understood with reference

to the following drawing, in which:

[(10] Figure 1 shows the toothbrush of the present invention.

Detailed Description of the Invention

[11] 1In a preferred embodiment of the invention, an
apparatus for cleaning the teeth of an animal is disclosed,
comprising: an elongated body 100 having two ends, an upper side,
and a lower side; bristles 104 on said upper side, and bristles

106 on said lower side.

[12] An advantage of having bristles disposed on both sides
of the body is that the upper and lower teeth can be brushed
simultaneously. Alternatively, there may be bristles on only one
of the upper or lower side. Preferably the heights of the
bristles follow an undulating path as shown, giving a variety of
bristle heights for brushing different parts of teeth.
Alternatively, the bristles may be all of the same height, or may
have different height profiles as known in the art for human

toothbrushes.

(13] Preferably the apparatus is shaped as shown, being
substantially flat in the plane of the bed of the bristles. An
advantage of this is that it is a shape which fits easily into
the mouth of a dog, and allows the apparatus to be slid easily
into the mouth by an owner, and actively moved around the mouth
by the owner as desired, to clean the teeth. A further advantage
is that the shape is comfortable for the dog, since the dog does

not need to hold its mouth wide open. The dog is therefore more



likely to co-operate. Furthermore, the shape replicates that of a
bone or stick, which the dog i1s accustomed to carrying in the
mouth. Both of these factors reduce the likelihood of the dog

struggling to avoid the apparatus, and facilitate teeth cleaning.

[14] The apparatus preferably further comprises handles 102
disposed at the ends of said body. The handles are preferably
formed from the same piece of material as the main body, to
reduce production costs, although they may be separately formed
and attached by any means known in the art. Preferably, the
handles are shaped to have the appearance of a bone, since this
is a shape associated with dogs. Alternatively, the handles may
have a conventional or ergonomic handle shape, or may comprise
the shape of a logo, or any shape. Furthermore, there may be no
handles. An advantage of having handles is that the user has a
better grip on the brush and can manipulate it within the mouth
of the dog, unlike a conventional dog chew toy which an owner has
no control over once in the mouth of the dog. This enables the

owner to have an active role in cleaning the dog’s teeth.

[15] Preferably, the brush body and bristles are
manufactured from hard Nylon, although they may be other
materials known in the art. An advantage of Nylon is that it is
soft enough not injure the mouth of the dog during brushing, yet
it is hard enough to substantially hold its shape during such

brushing, and to effectively clean the teeth.

[16] A method of cleaning the teeth of an animal is also

disclosed, comprising the steps of:

[17] (1) inserting into the mouth of the animal an elongated
body having two ends, bristles on at least one of an upper side
and a lower side, which body preferably has handles disposed at

the ends of the body:



[18] (2) gripping said handles; and
(19] (3) moving said body to clean the teeth.

[(20] Preferably, the apparatus is moved in at least two
dimensions within the mouth of the dog, that is, forwards and
backwards, and from side to side. However, the apparatus may also

be moved with any motion in the dog’s mouth.



Claims

1. An apparatus comprising:
an elongated body having two ends, an upper side, and a
lower side; and

bristles on at least one of said upper and lower side.

2. The apparatus of claim 1 further comprising handles disposed

at the ends of said body.

3. The apparatus of claim 1 comprising bristles on said upper
side and said lower side; wherein upper and lower teeth can be

cleaned simultaneously.
4. The apparatus of claim 1 comprising Nylon.

5. A method of cleaning the teeth of an animal comprising the
steps of:
inserting into the mouth of the animal an elongated body
having two ends, bristles on at least one of an upper side
and a lower side, and handles disposed at the ends of the
body;
gripping said handles; and

moving said body to clean the teeth.
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