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This invention relates to bags and more par-
ticularly to bags used for the storage of articles
such as clothespins. While the utility of bags
embodying the present invention is not confined

5 to the storage of clothespins, a bag constructed
for such use will serve to illustrate the advantages
and principles of the invention, and will there-
fore be referred to for illustrative purposes.

1t is an object of the invention to provide a bag

10 which is so constructed that the mouth of the
bag may be caused normally to stand open and
to provide a wide entrance opening into which
the hand and forearm of the user may be con-
veniently inserted.

15 It is a further object of the invention to provide
a bag of the kind referred to which will be capable
of expansion to provide a large holding capacity
in relation to the size of the bag when collapsed.

It is a further object of the invention to pro-

20 vide in a simple and effective manner for rein-
forcing the portions of the bag which are used
for suspending the weight of the bag, to the
end that the strength of the various parts of the
bag shall be proportioned more or less to the

25 strain and wear to which they will be subjected
in use,

It is a further object of the invention to pro-
vide a bag of the kind. referred to which can be
made in an inexpensive manner, both with re-

30 spect to the economical use of material and to
the economical utilization of labor in the con-
struction of the bag.

It is a further object of the invention to pro~-
vide a new and useful form of reinforcing and

35 supporting hanger adapted to suspend the bag
either from the clothesline or from a hook at the
option of the user.

Other objects and advantages will hereinafter
appear. :

40 In the drawing forming part of this specifica-
tion and illustrating certain advantageous' and
practical embodiments of the invention:

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a bag embody-
ing features of the invention;

45 PFigure 2 is a transverse, vertical, sectional view
of the bag of Figure 1;

Figure 3 is a view in rear elevation illustrating
the hanger used in the bag of Figurées 1 and 2;
and

50 Fisure 4 is a fragmentary perspective view il-
lustrating a modified construction in which the
reinforcing hanger is adapted to suspend the bag
from a clothesline, and an eyelet or grommet is
provided for suspending the bag from a hook or

55 nail,
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In the illustrative bag of Figures 1 and 2, the
entire bag proper is made up of a single rec-
tangular piece of canvas I. Other fabric or other
suitably flexible sheet material may be advan-
tageously employed, however. The sheet | is
folded over at one end and stitched by a line
of stitching 2 to form a hem. A stiffening bar 3,
which is desirably a wooden stick, is inserted
in the hem and confined to the central portion of
the hem by transverse lines of stitching 4.

The sheet | is next folded transversely to divide
it into a front portion 5 and a rear portion 6, the
former considerably shorter than the latter. The
front and rear portions are superposed, and their
side margins are then united by lines of stitch-
ing 1. The side marging of the rear portion are
folded inward slightly from points somewhat be-
low the upper edge of the front portion, and the
lines of stitching 7T are continued upward to hem
the side margins of the rear portion which ex-
tend above the front portion.

The upper margins of the rear portion are
next folded inward to substantially meeting re-
lation at the middle of the rear portion. The
upper end of the rear portion is then passed
through a hanger 8 and folded over against the
exposed faces of the turned in side portions of
the back to form a facing flap 9. Stitching 10 is
then applied to secure the flap 9 to the back, the
stitching passing through the facing flap 9 and
the back and also through the intervening turned-
in side portions of the back. This completes the
manufacture.of the bag with the exception that
the bag is wrong-side out. The bag when re-
versed is therefore ready for use.

In Figures 1 and 2 the bag is shown in the con-
dition in which it is used. It will be observed
that the folding and stitching operations last
referred to have divided the back portion 6 into
a back panel (1 and rear side panels 12, and that
the same operations have also divided the front
portion 5 into a front panel 13 and front side
panels 14, In the flat condition of the bag, the
front panel i3 and the back panel {1 form sub-
stantially isosceles trapezoids, the panel 13 hav-
ing integral with it the in-turned triangular side
panels 14 and the panel 11 having integral with
it the inturned, triangular side panels 12. The
triangular side panels 12 and 14 are connected to
one another by the lines of stitching T to form
triangular connecting webs between the front
and back panels 13 and 4.
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When the bag is suspended the stiffening bar -

3 (which is desirably of substantially the same
length as the upper margin of the back of the
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bag) serves by its weight and stiffness to hold
the mouth of the bag open so that the hand and
forearm of the user can be conveniently insert-
ed into the bag for withdrawing clothespins,
and so that the user may drop clothespins into
the open mouth of the bag with the utmost con-
venience and expedition,

The rear side panels 12 serve effectively to re-
inforce the back panel by which the bag is sus-
pended.

The fact that the front of the bag terminates
considerably short of the back of the bag, and
the further fact that the front and back paneis
are connected through reentrantly disposed side
panels 2 and 14, cause the bag to be wide-
mouthed. The tapering construction of the bag
from bottom to top, however, gives the bag a
large storage capacity, the lower edge of the bag
being substantially twice as long as the upper
or suspending margin of the back of the bag.

In the form of bag illustrated in Figures 1 and
2, the suspending hanger 8 comprises a single
length of wire bent to bring its straight end
portions I8 into alignment, and substantially into
meeting relation. The extremities of the wire
ave desirably soldered or welded or otherwise
suitably secured to one another. The end por-
tions 15, 15, are received in the hem at the rear
top portion of the bag and serve to stiffen that
portion of the bag. Beyond the side margins of
the rear of the bag, the wire is bent to form in-
wardly directed - straight portions 16. At the
inner extremities of the portions 1§, the wire is
bent to form rearwardly extending hooks {1, and
is then further bent to form inwardly directed
portions {8 which extend toward or into meeting
relation. At the inner extremities of the por-
tions 18 the wire is bent to form a suspending
loop 19. The loop {9, and the portions 16 and 18,
all lie in the same plane with the end portions
15 of the wire. The hooks T are substantially
symmetrically disposed with relation to the
middle of the hanger.

With the hanger constructed as described, the
user may suspend the bag from a clothesline by
means of the hooks {71 or from a hook or nail
by means of the loop {9. When the bag is sus-
pended by the hooks 1T, the mouth of the bag
will stand open. The same thing is true when
the bag is suspended by the loop 19, if the back
of the bag is turned toward the supporting wall.
If the bag is turned away, however, to cause its
mouth to face the supporting wall, the top of the
back of the bag will be drawn inward close to the
wall so that the mouth of the bag will be pressed
closed by the wall and the upper rear portion of
the bag will be caused to stand across the mouth
and protect it against ingress of rain.

The bag may, if desired, be suspended from a
belt or other garment worn by the user of the
bag. Either the hooks {7 or the loop i9 may be
used for this purpose.

In the form of the invention illustrated in
Figure 4, the construction is desirably the same
as that of Figures 1 to 3, with the exception that
the hanger 82 does not include a suspending loop,
and that in lieu of the loop an eyelet or grommet
20 is applied through the upper margin of the
back of the bag for suspending the bag from a
hock or nail. The eyelet 20 is applied centrally
to the upper margin of the bag and extends
through the back panel and also through the
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facing flap 9. The eyelet is disposed below the
reinforcing portion of the hanger which is re-
ceived within the hem at the top of the hag.

‘While certain practical and advantageous em-
bodiments of the invention have been shown and
described herein for purposes of illustration, it
is to be understood that these disclosures are not
intended to limit the invention but that it is my
purpose to claim the invention broadly in what-
ever form its principle may be utilized.

What is claimed is:

1. A bag comprising a substantially rectangular
piece of sheet material folded transversely to
provide a front portion and a back portion, the
former of the same width as, but of less height
than, the back portion, stitching uniting the side
edeges of the front and back portions, the ends
of the upper margin of the back portion being
folded over against and stitched to the interven-
ing portion of said margin to reinforce the back
portion and restrict the upper margin thereof
to an effective length substantially less than that
of the free upper margin of the front portion and
not substantially more than half the length of
the bottom edge of the bag, and a stiffening and
supporting member secured along the upper
margin of the back portion.

2. A bag comprising a substantially rectangular
piece of sheet material folded transversely to
provide a front portion and a back portion, the
former of the same width as, but of less height
than, the back portion, stitching uniting the side
edges of the front and back portions, the ends
of the upper margin of the back portion being
folded over against and stitched continuously to
the intervening portion of said margin to rein-
force the back portion and resirict the upper
margin thereof to an effective length substan-
tially less than that of the free upper margin of
the front portion and not substantially more than
half the length of the bottom edge of the bag, a
stiffening and supporting member secured along
the upper margin of the back portion, and a
stiffening member secured along the middle of
the upper margin of the front portion.

3. A bellows-like bag comprising a substantially
rectangular piece of sheet material folded trans-
versely to provide a front portion and a back
portion, the former of the same width as, but of

less height than, the back portion, stitching unit- .-

ing the side edges of the front and back portions,
the ends of the upper margin of the back portion
being folded over against, and stitched to, the
intervening portion of said margin to reinforce
the back portion and restrict the upper margin
thereof to an effective length substantially less
than that of the free upper margin of the front
portion, a stiffening and supporting member se-
cured along the upper margin of the back portion,
and a stiffening member secured along the middle
of the upper margin of the front portion, the
latter stiffening member being of substantially
the same length as the upper margin of the back
portion.

4, A bag as set forth in claim 3 wherein the
upper margin of the front portion is formed with
a hem for receiving the stiffening member, and
the stiffening member is confined to the middle
portion of the hem by stitching extending trans-
versely across the hem.
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