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United States Patent Office 3,126,325 
aeated at . , 1964. 

3,16,825 
SPLAY PACKAGE 

Ralph H. Thoinas, Cari, N.Y., assignor to Bristol-Myers 
Conagpaiby, New York, N.Y., a corporation of Delaware 

Fied Mar. 23, 196, Ser. No. 97,846 
4. Caines. (C. 286-45.9) 

This invention relates to a display carton and associated 
parts for packaging a product in such a way as to present 
the product in a very attractive way to the eyes of a pros 
pective purchaser, when the carton is placed on a shelf 
or a counter or in a display window. 
A primary purpose of the invention has been to pro 

vide a carton and associated parts, of the foregoing char 
acter, which are of simple construction, economical to 
produce and easy to assemble with the product to be 
packaged and displayed. 

In a preferred embodiment of the invention, the pack 
age or container is formed of four separate components, 
three of which may be readily cut or stamped from any 
Suitable sheet material such as cardboard. The fourth 
component is preferably formed of a suitable transparent 
and relatively rigid plastic and shaped to receive and re 
tain the product to be packaged. 
One of the three first mentioned components provides 

an outer container Suitably formed and shaped to enable 
ready folding of various parts to substantially enclose 
and retain a particular product, in the general manner 
of a cardboard carton, but with one wall of the carton 
open to expose the product to view. The specified wall 
of the carton is provided with flaps or panel sections 
which may be readily folded inwardly along lines ad 
jacent the edges of Said wall and are arranged to extend 
inwardly at an acute angle toward the opposite wall of 
the carton. These flaps or panel sections are adapted to 
have their free inner edges forced inwardly along the 
sides of the article to be retained and then held resiliently 
against the rear portions of such sides. 
A second component of the container comprises a mem 

ber, in the nature of a slide, formed of cardboard or the 
like, having its mid-portion adapted to be retained ad 
jacent the rear wall of the carton member and parallel 
therewith. This component is provided with readily fold 
able sections at the upper and lower ends of the mid 
portion and these sections are adapted to provide top 
and bottom panels which slope upwardly and downward 
ly, respectively, from the rear of the retained article to 
ward the front wall of the carton, with end sections, at 
the outer ends of the sloping panels disposed against the 
inner surface of the front wall of the carton. An open 
ing of suitable size may be provided in the central region 
of the mid-portion of the second component to enable 
the article or product to be packaged and displayed to be 
passed through the same for retention by said component. 
If desired, other means may be provided for retaining 
the product in proper position on the slide, and the open 
ing in the latter may be omitted. 
The third component of the container comprises simply 

a flat card adapted to close the rearward face of the 
transparent fourth component mentioned, and thus retain 
the product within the latter. Preferably the fourth com 
ponent is in the form of a hollow body member appropri 
ately shaped to receive and retain the product to be pack 
aged. It is open at its rear face to enable insertion of 
the product, and it is provided with outwardly extending 
flanges in the plane of said rear face. The flanges at the 
two sides of the member have extensions which are bent 
to provide channels for the slidable reception of the third 
component mentioned. 
When assembled, the various components of the pack 

age, having the desired product enclosed within the fourth 
component, serve to display the product at the front of 
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the first component with an attractive display window 
effect. The window has four surfaces which extend in 
wardly at an acute angle from the vertical and horizontal 
edges of the opening in the front wall of the first com 
ponent, these surfaces being inclined inwardly toward 
the rear of the article or product contained within the 
package to form a passage which converges from a rela 
tively large cross-section at the front to a Smaller croSS 
section at the rear. The various sloping portions of the 
first and second components of the package, which pro 
vide the converging surfaces mentioned, serve to retain 
the article or product in the desired central position and 
give to it a particularly attractive display. 

Other features and advantages of the invention will ap 
pear from the following detailed description of a pre 
ferred embodiment of the same which will now be given 
in connection with the accompanying drawings, in which: 
F.G. 1 is a perspective view of the display carton with 

its contained product, as the same would appear standing 
on a counter or shelf; 
F.G. 2 is an exploded perspective view of the carton 

in opened condition with the product carrying slide mem 
ber disposed above the carton and ready for insertion; 

F.G. 3 is a perspective view of an article or product 
which may suitably be carried by the slide of FIG. 2 and 
displayed in the manner shown in F.G. 1; 
F.G. 4 is a top plan view of the article shown in F.G. 3; 
F.G. 5 is an exploded perspective view of the product 

as seen from the rear of FIG. 3, with a closure member 
shown in a position ready for application to the retaining 
means for the product; 
FIG. 6 is a vertical sectional view through the pack 

age, taken along the line 6-6 of FIG. 1; 
FIG. 7 is a horizontal sectional view taken through the 

package along the broken line 7-7 of FIG. 6; 
FG. 8 is a plan view of a flat, sheet-like member which 

may be folded to form the carton means of the package; 
and 
FIG. 9 is a plan view of a flat, sheet-like member which 

may be folded to form the slide means or member of the 
package. 

For purposes of illustration the invention has been 
shown as applied to the packaging of a product contained 
in an aerosol type of dispenser and Suitable for use in 
spraying the throat, or the like. It will, of course, be 
understood that the invention may be employed for the 
packaging of a wide variety of products which may be 
effectively displayed to the purchasing public, while pack 
aged within the carton forming means. 
As best shown in FIG. 8, the carton itself may suitably 

be formed of cardboard, or the like, stamped into a flat 
blank 10 of the particular form shown, with suitable Score 
lines to facilitate folding or bending of certain portions. 
The article or product carrying slide i (FIG. 9) may 
similarly be formed of cardboard and stamped and Scored, 
for folding or bending purposes, into the form shown. In 
FIG. 3 there is designated as 12 the article or product to 
be packaged and displayed within the carton, together 
with the enclosing or retaining means for the product. 
The member 2 may be suitably mounted upon the slide 
11 for exposure of the product to view through an open 
ing in the front wall of the carton. 

Turning now to the carton, this, as shown in FIG. 8, 
is preferably of integral construction and is provided with 
panels providing a front wall i3, side Walls 14 and 5 
and a rear wall 16. These four panels may be folded or 
bent through an angle of 90 in relation to the next 
adjacent panel to provide an enclosure of rectangular 
cross-section. Panel 16 may be provided with a foldable 
tab extension 21 which, in the relative bending or folding 
of the various panels, may be pressed against the inner 
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surface of the panel 4 to retain the four panels in their 
folded positions. The upper surface (FIG. 8) of the 
tab 2 may be provided with a pressure sensitive ad 
hesive, or have a suitable adhesive applied thereto, to 
retain the four panels in their folded relation. The 
bottom of the carton may be permanently closed when 
the blank of which it is formed is folded, and may com 
prise tabs 7 and 8 extending downwardly from the side 
panels 14 and i5 adapted to be folded to extend toward 
each other above the top of a bottom panel 9 connected 
with the rear panel E6. Another bottom panel 29, con 
nected with the front panel 3 of the carton, is adapted 
to be folded under the panel 19 and secured thereto in 
any suitable manner, as by the provision of a pressure 
sensitive adhesive on the underface of the panel 20 which 
is pressed against the exposed face of the panel 9. At the 
upper ends of the panelis 4 and 15 there are provided, 
respectively, tabs 22 and 23 which may be folded inwardly 
over the top of the slide means or member and the prod 
uct, after these have been inserted in the carton. A panel 
24, extending upwardly from the front panel 13 of the 
carton, may then be folded over the tops of the tabs 22 
and 23 and it is provided with a tab 25 which may then 
be inserted between the inner surface of the back panel 
E. 5 and the edges of the tabs 22 and 23. The carton will 
in this way be retained in its closed condition. Adjacent 
the center of the front panel 13 there is provided a pair 
of tabs or panel sections 26 and 27 adapted to be folded 
inwardly from the adjacent edges of the side panels 14 
and 15, after the product has been inserted in the carton. 

Referring now to FIG. 9, the slide member com 
prises a central portion 23 which, in the preferred embodi 
ment of the invention, is provided with a central opening 
29 of suitable configuration conforming with the outer 
contour of the article to be packaged and displayed. As 
illustrated, the opening may be of rectangular form if the 
article to be packaged has the contour of that shown in 
FIG. 3. At the lower end of the slide 1 (the right end 
in Fig. 9) there is connected with the central portion 28, 
along a suitable fold line, a panel section 30 having at its 
outer end a tab member 31 adapted to be disposed at a 
Suitable angle by folding along the score line indicated in 
broken lines. Similarly, at the upper end of the slide (the 
eft end as shown in F.G. 9) there is provided a panel 
section 32 having a tab member 33, these being foldable it 
along the score lines, indicated in broken lines, to dispose 
these parts at a suitable angle in relation to each other 
and to the central portion 23 of the slide and cooperating 
portions of the carton. As best shown in FIG. 6, the 
section 39 of the slide, when the package is fully assem 
bled, is inclined downwardly at an appropriate angle from 
the rear Wall of the carton toward the front wall thereof 
with the tab 3 lying flat against the lower portion of 
the front wall 3 of the carton. Similarly, the section 
32 is inclined upwardly at an appropriate angle from the 
rear wall 16 of the carton to the front wall and it has its 
tab portion 33 held flat against the inner surface of the 
front wall 3 of the carton. 
AS best shown in FGS. 3, 4 and 5, the article to be 

packaged, in the illustrated embodiment of the invention, 
comprises a substantially cylindrical container 34 having 
a cap 35 the top of which has a diametrically extending 
portion 36 which swively carries a tube 37 through which 
the contents of the container 34 may be discharged into 
the throat, or the like. To enclose and protect the 
packaged article, the latter is preferably enclosed within 
a transparent retainer 38, which may suitably be formed 
of a relatively stiff transparent plastic material. The 
retainer 38 may be open on its rear, unexposed side, as 
the article is in the position shown in FIGS. 1 and 6. 
This is to facilitate introduction of the article into the 
retainer. However, suitable closure means is preferably 
provided for this opening. For such purposes the retainer 
may have a laterally extending flange 38a surrounding the 
rear, open end thereof, and portions of the flange at op 
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4. 
posite sides of the article receiving opening may be folded 
inwardly as indicated at 39 and 40 to provide channels 
for the reception of a closure member 41. The latter 
may be formed of any suitable material, such as card 
board, and is adapted to be slidably inserted in and re 
tained by the channels mentioned. By appropriate shap 
ing of the retaining member 38 and positioning of the 
closure member 41, the article may be quite firmly re 
tained in a definite position within the member 38. When 
so assembled, the article with its retainer may be passed 
through the opening 29 in the slide 1 to assume the posi 
tion shown in F.G. 2. The slide may then be lowered 
into the folded carton 10, having its upper end opened, 
to cause the slide to assume the position shown in FIGS. 
1 and 6. With the carton and slide so assembled, the 
carton may be closed and the tabs or panel sections 26 
and 27 may be pressed inwardly until their inner edges 
snap into the positions best shown in FIGS. 1 and 7. 
It will be understood that the tabs or panel sections 26 
and 27 are sufficiently flexible to enable thern to be forced 
inwardly into the position indicated, in which the inner 
edges of these sections are resiliently held against the 
inner ends of the article retainer 38 and against the por 
tion 23 of the slide 11. 
When the package is completely assembled in the 

manner described, the article or product will be posi 
tioned centrally within a space having converging top and 
bottom walls formed by the panel sections 32 and 30, and 
converging Side walls formed by the panel sections 26 and 
27, in the manner shown in F.G. 1. This provides an 
exceptionally attractive display of the article. 
To remove the article from the package it is simply 

necessary to pull outwardly the panel sections 26 and 27 
and open the top of the carton, as shown in FIG. 2. The 
slide carrying the article may then be readily withdrawn 
from the carton and the retainer 38 with its enclosed 
product may be removed from the slide. By then with 
drawing the member 41 from the retainer, the product 
is accessible for removal from the retainer. 
While a preferred embodiment of the invention has 

been described in considerable detail, it will be understood 
that certain of the advantages of the invention may be 
obtained with various modifications of the construction 
shown. Thus the transparent retaining member for the 
product may be replaced by other retaining means which 
may not enclose the product but will hold it in proper 
position on the slide member. Also the shape of various 
portions of the several components of the package may 
be varied to provide a desirable window display effect of 
the character described, for products of different contours. 
What is claimed is: 
1. An article packaging assembly which comprises 

means forming a carton having front, back, top, bottom 
and side panels, the front panel having an opening through 
which the article may be viewed, means forming an article 
retaining slide within said carton, means carried by said 
slide means for retaining the article thereon, said slide 
means having a panel provided with an opening through 
which said article extends, and panel sections carried by 
at least one of Said carton and slide means providing a 
passage that is completely enclosed on its top, bottom, 
and sides, said panel sections extending forwardly at an 
obtuse angle from said panel of said slide means to pro 
vide Said passage with walls that diverge in the direction 
from Said panel of said slide means to the opening in the 
front panel of said carton means. 

2. An article packaging assembly of the character set 
forth in claim 1 in which said slide means has integrally 
connected there with a plurality of said panel sections, and 
tab members connected with said last mentioned panel 
Sections adapted to engage the inner face of the front 
panel of said carton means. 

3. An article packaging assembly which comprises 
means forming a carton having front, back, top, bottom 
and side panels, the front panel having an opening 
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through which the article may be viewed, means form 
ing an article retaining slide within said carton, means 
carried by said slide means for retaining the article there 
on, and panel Sections carried by said carton and slide 
forming means providing a converging passage completely 
enclosed on its top, bottom and sides and extending from 
the boundary of Said opening in said front panel toward 
the rear panel of said carton means, two of said panel 
sections being integrally connected with said carton means 
at opposite sides of said article, and two other of said 
panel Sections being integrally connected with said slide 
means at opposite sides of said article which extend 
transversely of said first mentioned sides of said article, 
the article carried by said slide means projecting into said 
passage from the rearward, Smaller cross-section and 15 
thereof. 

6 
4. In an article packaging assembly of the character 

set forth in claim 3, said panel sections connected with 
said carton means and said slide means, respectively, 
extending in converging planes which define a passageway 
of substantially rectangular cross-section in planes per 
pendicular to the axis of said passageway. 
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