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(57) ABSTRACT 

A method for fitting bedding to a mattress in a fixed, taut 
position, comprising: providing a Side Surface formed with 
an interconnectable fastening means comprising band pairs 
of a two-sided, hookS-and-loops type material; providing 
bedding having double bands of fastening means fixedly 
attached along Stretching bands on at least three sides, 
Stretching and drawing a first component of the bedding over 
the Side Surface; attaching the first component to the fasten 
ing means in a removable attachment; Stretching and draw 
ing a Second component of the bedding over the Side Surface; 
attaching the Second component to the mattress fastening 
means in a removable attachment at a point below that of the 
first component, and repeating the above Steps in Sequential 
order for additional components of the bedding as needed, 
each additional component being attached in a stepped 
position extending below the attachment of a prior compo 
nent on the Side Surface. 
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METHOD FOR FITTING BEDDING TO A 
MATTRESS 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

0001. The present invention relates generally to fitting of 
bedding to a mattress, and more particularly to a method for 
fitting bedding to a mattress in a fixed, taut position, while 
allowing for easy removal and laundering thereof when 
neceSSary. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

0002 The prior art has mainly focused on the functional 
Service of Securing bedding, including a mattress cover, to 
the mattress to provide for healthy and convenient use. To 
this end, Several methods and means were developed that 
would Stabilize the fitting of bedding to a mattress when a 
person lies (and moves) on the bed and prevent the bedding 
from Slipping off the mattress and thus maintain it more or 
leSS in a spread position. 
0003. One solution for this problem is the use of special 
ized mechanical fasteners, Such as Springs, clamps, and the 
like, as taught by Reaser in U.S. Pat. No. 4,520,518; Knebel 
III in U.S. Pat. No. 6,108,837; and Schieberlin U.S. Pat. No. 
6,295,670 B1. The disadvantage of such mechanical fasten 
erS is that they are not integral to the bedding System and add 
unnecessary expense. Furthermore, being Specialized, they 
require extra effort to operate. 
0004 Another solution for this problem has been the use 
of elastic bands Sewn or otherwise attached to mattress 
covers or other bedding, Such as fitted sheets, as is taught by 
J. W. Whitley in U.S. Pat. No. 5,325,555 where an inelastic 
mattress covering is used with an elastic underskirt, in order 
to provide the desired fastening of the cover to the mattress. 
AS is well known to those skilled in the art, elastic bands 
have the disadvantage of losing their elasticity after periods 
of repeated use and therefore become ineffectual in firmly 
attaching bedding to mattresses. 
0005 Yet another alternative to the problem of securing 
bedding on mattresses is the use of hook-and-loop fastening 
means, Such as Velcro(E), generally in the form of bands or 
Strips Sewn or otherwise attached to bedding. For example, 
Auburn in U.S. Pat. No. 5,490,292 teaches the use of strips 
of Velcro (E) material to Secure in place various bedding 
elements, including a cover and a sheet, to a toddler's 
molded cot. Lepow in U.S. Pat. No. 5,008,966 teaches 
positioning a bedsheet having an elastic band partially 
around its perimeter onto a foam Sofa bed mattress and 
fixing it into place with two strips of Velcro(R) material. 
These prior art have the disadvantage in the use of Velcro(RV 
material in a limited way for Simply holding bedding in 
place. Lepow has the further disadvantage in the use of an 
elastic band, as mentioned heretofore. 
0006 Lewis in U.S. Pat. No. 4,964,184 teaches a “fitted 
top and bottom bedsheet combination” used with a mattress 
“to facilitate Securement of the top sheet with respect to the 
mattress” using a Velcro(R)-covered underportion of the 
bedding. The top bedsheet has “lateral extensions” which are 
Simply tucked under the mattress to keep it in place, but not 
necessarily in a fixed or taut position. There are also 
"gatherings or pleatings' in the material which “facilitate 
Some bunching”. 
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0007 Ainsworth in U.S. Pat. No. 3,965,504 teaches a 
bedding assembly that stays together comprising bedding 
“disposed in Stacked, non-slip relation and releasably inter 
connected” through ZipperS or, alternatively, Velcro(E Strips 
to minimize rearranging bedding over the mattress every 
morning after use. The mattress cover is attached to the 
mattress by elastic bands or rings at the four cornerS allow 
ing for Some freedom of movement of the mattress cover 
material and, consequently, ruffling of the interconnected 
bedding attached to it by the fastening means. 
0008 Gilreath in U.S. Pat. No. 4,040,133 teaches a 
bedding attachment System which uses “a Section of Vel 
cro(E) material . . . positioned on the edge of waterbed 
mattress adjacent each corner'. Gilreath's System provides 
for holding the bedding to the mattress only on the four 
corners of the mattress So that there is “relative movement 
of the mattress and bedding”. 
0009. Thus there is a need for 
0010 Facilitating the smooth spreading of all bedding 
items on the mattress in a fixed and taut manner; 

0011 Preventing unwanted separation of bedding 
items from the mattress, 

0012 Enabling bedding to be fixed in position, and 
held tautly on a mattress, 

0013 Preventing the need to stretch and fasten the 
bedding repeatedly; 

0014 Improving the quality of the sleep, on well 
Stretched and tightly Set bedding, 

0015 Facilitating the laundering of fitted bedding; and 

0016 Facilitating the orderly folding of bedding items 
for Stowing them away. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

0017 Accordingly, it is a principal object of the present 
invention to overcome the above disadvantages and draw 
backs of the prior art by providing a method for fitting 
bedding to a mattress in a fixed, taut position, the method 
comprising: 

0018 providing a side surface of a mattress integrally 
formed with an interconnectable fastening means, 
wherein the fastening means comprises bands of a two 
sided, hooks-and-loops type material, and wherein the out 
ward Surface of the Side Surface exposes a loops side; 
0019 providing bedding having double bands of the 
interconnectable fastening means fixedly attached along 
Stretching bands on at least three sides of the bedding, 
wherein the double bands comprise adjacent hooks Side 
fastening means and loops side fastening means, 
0020 stretching and drawing a first component of the 
bedding over the Side Surface of the mattress, 
0021 attaching the first component to the fastening 
means on the mattress in a removable attachment; 
0022 stretching and drawing a Second component of the 
bedding over the Side Surface of the mattress, 
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0023 attaching the second component to the fastening 
means on the mattress in a removable attachment at a point 
below that of the first component; and 
0024 repeating the stretching, drawing, and attaching 
Steps in Sequential order for additional components of the 
bedding as needed, each additional component being 
attached in a Stepped position extending below the attach 
ment of a prior component of the bedding on the Side 
Surface. 

0.025 The method further comprises the step of folding 
the bedding So that the pairs of adjacent double bands 
comprising fastening means are removably attached to each 
other for laundering and Storing the bedding. 
0026. The present invention introduces an absolutely new 
aspect and approach, making a mattress not just an entity 
unto itself, but rather an integral part of a "sleeping System” 
which includes the mattress, a mattress protective cover, if 
used; at least one bedsheet; at least one blanket; a cushion; 
and even a bedspread or the like. 
0027. Another aspect of the present invention is related to 
the manner the mattress is viewed when in Service-it is 
Suggested that its function is not only to provide a healthy 
and convenient Support to the perSon lying on it, but also to 
enable easy, convenient manner for, by way of example, 
handling the “making of the bed” with the items on it 
properly held in place at all times. 

0028. The present invention relates to both the mattress 
which is provided with bands of a fastening means, Such as 
Velcro(R) (manufactured by Velcro USA), formed with or 
attached to at least three Sides, and bedding which is 
provided with bands of a Similar fastening means enabling 
it to be sequentially attached to the mattress. 
0029 AS is known to those skilled in the art, bands made 
of Velcro(R) have two different surfaces-a loops side and a 
hooks side which when joined, form a firm, but detachable 
union. 

0.030. In a preferred embodiment of the present invention, 
the side surface of the mattress is covered totally by the 
fastening means bands, preferably provided as part of the 
mattress manufacturing process, and made So that the "loops 
Side', which is the Soft and more pleasant Side when 
touched, is the one applied facing outwards on the fabricated 
mattress. 

0031. In another preferred embodiment of this invention, 
the mattress is manufactured as a unit by itself and then the 
fastening means material is applied on the Vertical portions 
of the periphery, ensuring that the "loops Side” is facing 
outwards. 

0032. In a preferred embodiment of the present invention, 
the bedding incorporates a protective mattress cover, 
wherein along at least three Sides of its periphery there are 
fastening means bands that, after it is properly laid and 
stretched, enable it to be attached flush to the mattress 
preventing the mattress cover from Separating (being non 
intentionally removed) from the mattress. 
0.033 Similarly, the sleeping system includes a bedsheet 
having extended portions made in accordance with a pre 
ferred embodiment of the invention. It has lengthwise 
dimensions which are larger than those of the protective 

Mar. 16, 2006 

mattress cover and is also equipped with fastening means 
bands So that it stays put once spread above the matreSS 
cover and fastened to the exposed peripheral Surfaces of the 
mattress where there are protruding fastening means. 
0034. By preferably the same manufacturing principle 
and implementation, additional items on top (such as a 
blanket) are Secured in the same manner. 
0035. Obviously, the dimensions of the extended portions 
of the bedsheet are preferably somewhat larger than those of 
the protective mattress cover. 
0036) The present invention relies on using pairs of the 
two different sides of the bands. Preferably, these pairs 
would be sewed upon the sheets so that they would provide 
the coupling between bedsheets and mattress. 
0037. In addition, these pairs would enable one to cover 
the “hookS Side' of the fastening means, So that other items 
in the laundry would not be caught or tangled up with them 
by the “hooks side” of the fastening means. 
0038. In a preferred embodiment of the present invention, 
the mattresses endowed with the attachable side Surfaces as 
disclosed above, are manufactured in a uniform production 
process. However, Such fastening means may also be Sewed, 
glued, and the like, on the mattresses Side Surfaces, pref 
erably at the end of the production process. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

0039 For a better understanding of the invention in 
regard to the embodiments thereof, reference is made to the 
accompanying drawings (not to Scale) and description, in 
which like numerals designate corresponding elements or 
Sections throughout, and in which: 
0040 FIG. 1 illustrates a perspective view of a mattress 
provided with a loops-and-hooks fastening means along the 
Sides thereof; 

0041 FIG. 2 shows a cross-section, end view of the 
mattress shown in FIG. 1, illustrating a preferred method of 
the invention for removably attaching bedding to a mattress 
whose side Surface is provided with a fastening means, 
0042 FIG. 3A presents a spread view of a protective 
mattress cover provided with Short Stretching bands along its 
periphery on four Sides in accordance with another embodi 
ment of the invention; 

0043 FIG. 3B is a detailed, partial cross-section view of 
a typical Stretching band of the mattress cover shown in 
FIG. 3A showing a pair of interconnectable fastening means 
fixedly attached thereto in an unfolded, draped position; and 

0044 FIG. 3C is a detailed, partial cross-section view of 
the stretching band of FIG. 3B showing the cover fabric 
folded over So as to join the pair of fastening means to 
facilitate easy laundering of the mattress cover. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

004.5 The invention will now be described in connection 
with certain preferred embodiments with reference to the 
prior referenced, illustrative figures So that it may be more 
fully understood. 
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0.046 Referring now to FIG. 1, there is shown a perspec 
tive view of a mattress provided with a loops-and-hooks 
interconnectable fastening means along the Sides thereof in 
accordance with a preferred embodiment of the invention. 
Side surfaces 12 of mattress 10 are provided with a fastening 
means 14 (see cut-away), such as Velcro(RV (trademark of 
Velcro USA) manufactured integrally with the production of 
mattress 10 So as to envelop all the vertical Surface areas of 
Side Surfaces 12. Generally, the material comprising fasten 
ing means 14 has preferably two different Sides, namely the 
“hooks side” and the “loops side” made to interconnect one 
with the other. In FIG. 1, the “loops side' of fastening means 
14 covering Side Surfaces 12 faces outwards So as to provide 
a pleasant and Smooth texture to human touch and Serve as 
a hold for the corresponding “hookS Side' of fastening 
means 14 applied in bands or Strips to bedding elements (see 
FIG. 2). 
0047 FIG. 2 shows a cross-section, end view of the 
mattress shown in FIG. 1, illustrating a preferred method of 
the invention for removably attaching bedding to a mattress 
whose Side Surface is provided with a fastening means. 
Fastening means 14 on Side Surfaces 12 enables Stretching 
and Securing to it, Sequentially, all bedding items generally 
used with a mattress, So that items attached thereto remain 
well stretched and prevented from Separating (being 
detached) from the side surfaces 12 and neither lifted up 
from it nor getting crumpled on it. 

0.048 Bedding shown attached to mattress 10, by way of 
example, comprises a protective mattress cover 18, a bed 
sheet 20, and a blanket 22. Preferably, fastening means 14 
along the sides 12 of mattress 10 enables other matching 
bedding items to be sequentially put over the mattress cover 
18 and Secured to mattress 10, because the fastening means 
14 is exposed and extends beyond the edge of mattress cover 
18. 

0049 Fastening means 14 is fixedly attached to the edges 
of each item comprising the bedding in paired bands of loops 
15 and hooks 16. Adjacent to each “hooks side” band 16 
there lies “loops side' bands 15 serving to cover the “hooks 
Side” 16 for laundering and Storing the bedding, without 
becoming Snagged or entangled in the proceSS due to the 
nature of the materials comprising the fastening means. The 
hooks 16 are removably attached to fastening means 14 of 
Side Surface 12 whereas the bands comprising loops 15 do 
not interconnect with fastening means 14 Since they are not 
interconnectablely paired. 

0050 FIG. 3A presents a spread, underside view of a 
protective mattress cover provided with Short Stretching 
bands along its periphery on four Sides in accordance with 
a preferred embodiment of the invention. 

0051 Mattress cover 18 is shown in an underside view so 
that four stretching bands 17 are exposed together with 
bands of fastening means-both “loops side” 15 and “hooks 
side” 16 fixedly attached thereon. The broken line 19 repre 
Sents the outline of a typical mattress (not visible). 
0.052 FIG. 3B is a detailed, partial cross-section view of 
a typical Stretching band of the mattress cover shown in 
FIG. 3A showing an interconnectable pair of fastening 
means fixedly attached thereon in an unfolded, draped 
position. Along each Stretching band 17 there are Sections of 
double fastening means bands, the “loops side'15 and the 
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“hooks side” 16, respectively. The hooks band 16 is used to 
secure the mattress cover 18 to the mattress 10 and keeps the 
cover 18 tight to the mattress 10. The loops band 15 is used 
to cover the hooks band 16 to enable laundering without 
being Snagged with other items being laundered. The 
unfolded position enables removable attachment of hooks 
band 16 on various types of bedding to fastening means 14 
on side Surfaces 12 of a mattress (show in dashed outline 
19). The streching bands 17 are used to Srtech the mattress 
cover 18 over the mattress 10 and fix it to the side Surfaces 
12. 

0053 FIG. 3C is a detailed, partial cross-section view of 
the stretching band of FIG. 3B showing the stretching band 
17 of the mattress cover 18 folded over so as to join the pair 
of fastening means 15, 16 to each other to facilitate easy 
laundering of mattress cover 18. 
0054. It is specifically noted that although the present 
invention and its background are presented with reference to 
an application of fastening bedding (Such as mattress covers, 
sheets, blankets, and the like) to a mattress, anyone skilled 
in the art would understand that the invention is not 
restricted Solely to fastening applications of certain bedding 
items as cited, but rather it can be applied also for attachment 
of other items. Such as continental quilts, ornamental bed 
Spreads or protective covers for Sofa Surfaces to guard 
against dust or the dirty shoes of Sprawling kids. 
0055 Having described the present invention with regard 
to certain specific embodiments thereof, it is to be under 
stood that the description is not meant as a limitation, Since 
further modifications will now Suggest themselves to those 
skilled in the art, and it is intended to cover Such modifi 
cations as fall within the Scope of the appended claims. 

1. A method for fitting bedding to a mattress in a fixed, 
taut position, Said method comprising: 

providing a side Surface of a mattress integrally formed 
with an interconnectable fastening means, 

wherein Said fastening means comprises pairs of inter 
connectable bands of a two-sided, hookS-and-loops 
type material, and wherein the outward Surface of Said 
Side Surface exposes a loops side; 

providing bedding having double bands of Said intercon 
nectable fastening means fixedly attached along 
Stretching bands on at least three sides of Said bedding, 

wherein Said double bands comprise adjacent hooks Side 
fastening means and loops side fastening means, 

Stretching and drawing a first component of Said bedding 
Over Said Side Surface of Said mattress, 

attaching Said first component to Said fastening means on 
Said mattress in a removable attachment; 

Stretching and drawing a Second component of Said bed 
ding over Said Side Surface of Said mattress, 

attaching Said Second component to Said fastening means 
on Said mattress in a removable attachment at a point 
below that of Said first component; and 

repeating Said stretching, drawing, and attaching Steps in 
Sequential order for additional components of Said 
bedding as needed, each additional component being 



US 2006/0053553 A1 

attached in a stepped position extending below the 
attachment of a prior component of Said bedding on 
Said Side Surface. 

2. The method of claim 1 further comprising the step of 
folding Said bedding So that Said pairs of adjacent double 
bands comprising fastening means provided thereon are 
removably attached to each other for laundering and Storing 
Said bedding. 

3. (canceled) 
4. The method of claim 1 wherein said double bands 

comprise pairs of at least one Strip each of hooks bands and 
loops bands. 

5. The method of claim 1 wherein said first component, 
Said Second component, and Said additional components 
comprise bedding Selected from at least one of the group; 
mattress cover, lower bedsheet, upper bedsheet, blanket, top 
cover, and bedspread. 

6. The method of claim 5 wherein said bedding is pro 
Vided with a plurality of fastening means Sewed in pairs of 
rows along the periphery of Stretching bands of Said bedding 
So as to be removably attachable to Said Side Surface. 
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7. The method of claim 1 wherein said side Surface 
comprises fastening means material formed as an attachment 
to a mattress after its production. 

8. The method of claim 1 wherein said side Surface 
comprises integral Stretching bands. 

9. The method of claim 1 wherein said side Surface 
comprises connected, non-integral Stretching bands pro 
Vided with bands of fastening means formed along their 
length. 

10. The method of claim 1 wherein said bedding surface 
is made from at least one of rubber and. integral Stretching 
bands provided with pairs of fastening means. 

11. (canceled) 
12. The method of claim 5 wherein said bedding is 

provided with a plurality of fastening means Sewed in pairs 
of rows along the periphery of Stretching bands of Said 
bedding So as to be removably attachable to Said at least 
three Sides of its peripheral Surfaces. 


