
2 Sheets-Sheet I, C. H. DENIS ON, 
Indexes. 

Patented Nov. 20, 1877. No. 197,345. 
  





o 

P. specification forming part of Letters 

To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, CHARLEs H. DENISON, 

of Bay City, in the county of Bay and State 
of Michigan, have invented a new and useful 

. Improvementin theMethod of IndexingBooks, 
which is applicable to dictionaries, encyclope 
dias, digests, concordances, directories, and all 
books alphabetically arranged, to ledgers and 
blank-books, also to the Bible, and all works 
divided into chapters or comprising different 
subjects, of which the following is a specifica 
tion: PA 

The invention consists in segmental recesses 
cut into the edges of the leaves adjacent to the 
page bearing the matter to be indicated, in 
such manner as to expose to view a small por 
tion of such page, and no other leaf or page 
Surface except such portion as is desired to be 
indicated. On said exposed surface is printed 
the letter, figure, word, or character best cal 
culated to serve as a reference to the matter 
on said page. This process is repeated for 
each letter or subject comprised in the book, 
and the letters or characters, placed as above 
described, are visible when the book is closed 
as well as when it is open. : 
The recesses may be cut in either direction; 

but the best results are attained, as will be 
presently seen, by cutting from the middle of 
the book toward the two covers. In books of 
ordinary size the recesses should be cut in two 
series, as in the diagrams; but in books of 
considerable length, as, blank-books, the seg 
ments, may be arranged in a single series, 
changing the direction of the cuttings at the 
middle of the book. The best method, how 
ever, is to place the segments in two series in 
single volumes, and duplicating this arrange 
mentin-volumes comprising two or morebooks. 
The diagrams accompanying this specifica 

tion represent a lexicon with the index ap 
plied, and Figure 1 represents the book open 
at the middle, showing all the letters in the 
cuttings or segments. 
The next feature of the invention is the plac 

ing, on the outside face of the front and back 
covers, a series of duplicate letters, each mem 
ber of which is arranged directly opposite its 
original belonging to the adjacent series of re 
cesses, as shown in Figs, 3 and 4. 

For convenience in description, the letters 

IMPROVEMENT IN INDEXES. 
BAY CITY, MICHIGAN. - 

tent No. 19,845, dated November 20, 1877; application filed 
: November 9, 1877. , 

I in the recesses may be called primary, and the 
other letters secondary, the latter being used 
as guides to the recesses. 
When the book is lying closed on either side, 

the primaries of the lower series only are visi 
ble, as is shown by Figs. 3 and 4, and the book 
can be opened to any letter of that series by a 
single movement, while the secondaries on the upper cover furnish the same facility in open 
ing to any desired letter of the upper series. 
Suppose the book to be lying closed, with its 
front cover upward, as in Fig. 3, and it is de 
sired to open it to C, pass the finger directly 
under that letter on the cover into its corre 
sponding recess, and the book is opened by a 
single movement to the position represented. 
by Fig. 2. Here is displayed the third feature 
of the invention. In this figure only the first 
three primaries, A, B, and C, of the first series 
are visible; but the secondaries of the rest of 
that series appear on the right-hand margin, 
each pointing to its respective recess. 
The secondaries, as will be readily inferred, 

are placed not only on the covers, but also on 
the corresponding side of every leaf through 
out the book, so that, whether the book be ly 
ing on either side or open to any page, the 
student can open to any desired letter by a 
single movement, 
The reason, why W appears as the last let 

ter, is because the subsequent letters are all 
found at the same opening. 
The primary letters may be printed on the 

leaf-surface of the recesses. To secure this 
surface against soil or abrasion, a thin scale 
of isinglass may be pasted on it, so that the 
letter will be fully protected while still remain 
ing clearly visible. 
Another method of protecting said surfaces 

is by covering them with a facing of leather 
bearing the letter, figure, or character, and 
when this facing is of black morocco bearing 
a gold letter, it adds materially to the orna 
mental appearance of the book. 
What I claim is 
1. A book the front edge or ends of which 

are provided with one or more series of seg 
mental recesses, cut substantially in the man 
ner described in the foregoing specification, 
each recess cut to the leaf to be indicated, said 
leaves, on their exposed part, bearing the ape 
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propriate letter, name, or, ohagacier and the on their exposed part bearing the appropriate 
front and back oversisearing op, their outside letternatae, QR character, said letternane, of 
faces a series of duplicate letters, names, or 
characters, each member of which is arranged 
directly opposite its original belonging to the 
adjacent series of recesses, substantially as 
described, so that when the book is lying on 
either side it can be opened to any desired let 
ter, name, or character by a single moyenqent. 

2. A book the front edge or ends of which 
are provided with one or more series of segmen 
talrecesses cut substantially in the manner-de-l 
scribed in the foregoing specification, each re 
cess cut to the leaf to be indicated, said leaves, 

character being also placed on the opposite 
side of said leaves, and of all the leaves in the 
book on the same side of the recesses directly 
opposite the corresponding recesses, so that 
when the book is open at any page th student 
can turn to any desired letter, name, or char 
actes by a single aption, substantially as de 
scribed. 

CHARLES H. DENISON. 
Winesses: 
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