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To all whom it may corcerm:

Be it known that I, CHRYSOLOGUS H. GENE-
RAUX, a citizen of the United States, residing
atSaginaw,in the county of Saginaw and State
of Michigan, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Animal-Catchers, of
which the following.is a specification.

This invention relates to improvements in
animal-catehers; and the main object of my
invention is the provision of a device which
is readily and quickly set and is adapted to
be operated by causing an operating device
to contact the leg of an animal to release a
spring-actuated device to grasp the animal’s
leg. '

Another object of my invention is the pro-
vision of an animal-catcher embodying novel
features of construction, substantially as dis-
closed herein.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a top plan view of the trap sef for operation.
Fig. 2 is a similar view of the trap closed.
Fig. 3 is a perspective view of the setting and
spring-abntting device. Fig. 41s a plan view
of the jaws removed. Fig. 5 is an end view
of the device with the jawsremoved. Fig.6
is a detailed view of the pivoted ends of the
jaws.

Referring to the drawings, the numeral 1
designates a pole to which is attached, by
means of a socket, the catcher device. This
device consists of the main body 2, which is
provided with the peripheral flange 3, hav-
ing formed therewith the eye 4 for the recep-
tion of the operating and setting rope 5. Sur-
rounding this main body is the eoil-spring 6,
which is adapted to abut against the flange
and exert a tension against the annular ring
7, loosely and slidingly mounted upon the
body and provided with the converging arms
8, which terminate in the projecting arm 9,
which is adapted to be engaged by the hook
10, carried by the rope to set the trap. The

annular ring 7 is provided with the inter-

nally oppositely disposed lugs 11, which pro-
ject inwardly toward the space provided be-
tween the top and bottom sides 12, which
form the slot 13, in which are mounted the
catching-jaws 14. 'These jaws are pivoted by
means of the pin 15, so as to be spread apart,
the spring exerting a tension upon the ring

7, causing it to slide outwardly to bring the
jaws together. Thus I have to provide a
means to hold the jaws apart when ready for
use, these jaws consisting of the two similar
members 16, provided with the interlocking
inner ends 17 and the hooked or ecurved outer
ends 18, which are further provided with the
interlocking reduced ends 19. In the body
of each member are provided the long slots 20
and the two alining bearings 21, in which are
mounted the ends of each of the levers 22 by
means of a pin 28. . These levers are cen-
trally pivoted, as at 24, and of a sufficient
length so when the jaws are apart to form a
lock to hold the jaws apart until the levers
are struck by an object, when the levers
moveinward beyond a substantially straight
line, thus allowing the spring to cause the
ring 7 to move outward and cause the jaws
to be brought together, as in Fig. 2, the traps
being shown ready for operating in Fig. 1.
The levers 22 are each provided at their cen-
trally-pivoted ends with the locking-shoul-
ders 25, which allow the levers to pass out-
wardly a short distance beyond the straight
line of the pivots of the cuter ends, so thata
rigid lock for the jawsis provided, yet alock
which is easily and quickly released to allow
the jaws to close.

From the foregoing description, taken in
connection with the drawings, the operation
of my improved animal catcher or trapis read-
ily understood ; but, briefly stated, it is as fol-
lows: By engaging the hook 10 with the arm
9 the ring 7 is moved toward the peripheral
flange 3, causing the spring to be compressed,
but allowing the jaws to be opened, when the
levers are pulled outward until their central
point is beyond the pivotal lines of their ends,
when the lever will lock and hold the jaws
apart. To close the jaws, it is simply neces-
sary to push the levers in contact with the leg
of an animal, when the levers will move in-
ward, and as their central point passes in-
ward beyond the line of their ends the spring
will push the ring 7 outwardly and cause the
jaws to come together with a quick snap and
surround the leg of the animal in the ellip-
tical space between the ends of the jaws, the
extreme ends interlocking.

It is evident from the foregoing that I pro-
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vide an animal-catcher which is very simple,
durable, and cheapin construction, and there-
fore efficient and practleal in use.

‘What I claim as new is— '

1. Inan animal-catcher, the combination of
a main body having a socket in its lower end
for the reception of a pole and two parallel
sides projecting from the opposite end of the
body, a pair of jaws pivotally secured to and
between the sides, a spring mounted npon the
lower portion of the body adapted to surround
the sides when the jaws are closed, means
surrounding the jaws and abutting against
the spring to press the spring and also to
cause the jaws to close as the spring expands,
and means carried by the jaws to hold the
jawsopenand preventthesurrounding means
from moving toward the end of the jaws.

2. Inan animal-catcher, the combination of
a body, spring-actuated jaws mounted there-
in, means surrounding the jaws and abutting
against the spring to compress the spring and
also to cause the jaws to close as the spring
expands, and meauns carried by the jaws to
hold the jaws open and prevent the surround-
ing means from moving toward the jaws.

8. Inan animal-catcher, the combination of

a tubular body adapted to be carried upon a
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pole, a pair of interlocking spring-actuated
pivoted jaws carried by the body, means to 3o
compress the spring, and means carried by
the jaws to hold the jaws open when the spring
is compressed.

4, In ananimal-catcher, the combination of
a tubular body to be attached to a pole, a pair
of interlocking jaws earried by the body, a
gliding ring or collar mounted upon the body
and surrounding the shanks of the jaws, a
spring mounted upon the body to be com-
pressed by the ring when the jaws are open,
and means mounted in the jaws for holding
the jaws open when the spring is compressed..

5. Inananimal-cateher, the combination of
a body, spring-actuated jaws carried thereby,
means to compress the spring and allow the
jaws to be opened, and a pairof levers mount-
ed in the jaws adapted to be spread apart to
hold the jaws open and form a means whereby
the catcher is sprung.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature 5o
in presence of two witnesses.

CHRYSOLOGUS H. GENERAUX.,

Witnesses:
JorN F. O’KEEFE,
CLARA E. BOTTKE.
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