4 SHEETS—SHEET 1.

Patented May 13, 1913.

J. T, TODD,
TRACER.

(‘UO13PG uoiSg BYPIPRULIBLLT 40F 313S T burpatdup,)
(G V1bULPUS 1ag winN 3 i 100d 00 PRaI UG
L (£ WDupUs J3qUNN)if1dodeq pooifieug
) [Saw s M.ﬂ ubupua aagwan) m.w\m.vuauo PPOIPHT
:fqswou ‘59215 buamoqof syg ut
PO4ANY O0}INUSLY QU SHIADVA[ OIHILSIOIY

Tt |lo~ud§% 1™ CINISY avouivy

.m,. \Qm,n. i o9 Furopay fued Uayge 4o YIdgdiHe

Jll
SIS TRy 12705207 1500 § NOLVIR[S 5,351 - e T ———
N N ’ D
/ (C.v/u SN S YN 3/ vz&/_ g/ Eco/w o 2| 1 Y g
P §oy §o9: §opl Qo vt s
\IND S o\ IR0 QNS QNIN0 S O\ 80/ o F=1 | N B Mmoo v b
SE S pEhiibp. sbaydhd o cherinsous| 435 pZ~ oz ~3010
[o=Fed 1o o 8 —— -
\\Im ° th%bomw%ww%%mc nm.:o%om,mmwo&swﬁwwww om 3583 13043y 2LVIQIWLBANT T PUuD
g entt R e 382 TTTAVOYTIVY I TALIOVAYD
Tol oy 1ct 18] 8 =>» \I«\III\
\ o ] ° ; oo
3R o\ N0 SN om0,/ 8\ gm0/ 8\ ona /g1 B 3m ONN WHO4 G3SIAY
= ﬂ&oul\.‘m\,%mvmd\v:uom,.&ﬁm@ uzgsjowd! = O
Y3p3uado 15P10Y 1R3901d ARCIADHD St NioDJie| 2«5,

APPLICATION FILED TEB.5, 1912,

1,061,643.

< ‘ \QN\IU |||||||||| oz
o ‘Y3I0VYL Q3Y3ILCI9DIy

S
v V728 B
g
2 of
ONIDY YL ALYV °F SNOILONYLENI | |, ., - F
N @\M\N\ 343 dwod uaym pajaeu 3q og mnw
uswalryg fo uorqlivosag mw__«ww 43004 Y7 woym oy Aizand fo
r AHIH JLSVd I oML SS324ppP® 3y3 M0739 IV

COLUMBIA PLANOGRAPH CO., WASHINGTON, 1. €.




J. T. TODD.
TRACER.
APPLICATION FILED FEB.6, 1912,

1,061,643. Patented May 13, 19183,

4 SEEETS—SHEET 2.

THIS SHEET TOTRAGE
RIFTION OFf SHIPMENT

4

= Ry
=

A

6
N 0&%%\“‘;53 W Tea 9

=15\ m vs.\_uv:'\
PoSTASYS ETRHED orEQUIVALENTSC |

.‘_i:_ L\% wnCotnu g\ \{A’\.\)E?&\
NS

L . i

FINAL ' REPORT SET 25 2,8 _Z'///Zg;z’d

o . (SO Mt s g
o Dette 49l ___ Senatorial District Mo ___
23\ % | Geae.boe, Sacy.,
~O Initistive and Referendum League of Tllinois,
— INITIATIVE
% AND REFERENDUM LEAGUE OF TLLINOIS
4 i
LG
8 27
2% Therehy aqree fopay thereforythe Sumof. . __
i - o= = - ——-—years;payakle
E & Remairurng REGISTERED SETS delivered by me this date To
- e f e o ___ _addvess_
p Al  — 26
24\\ 2 [Jrenve [Jenarter (Jsustamme [ Jsvescripvion—1"
o 3 Name . _____ . Street _ ____ ...
~ At owae f emCovnty_
7
NilaeessSes: z Lz

>

COLUMBIA PLANOGRAPH €O., WASHINGTON, D. C.



J. T. TODD,

TRACER.
APPLICATION FILED FEB.§, 1012,

Patented May 13, 1913.

1,061,6438.

4 SHEETS—SHEET 3.

||||| I@‘rvcnillllvvl TV ‘Ay-—---1 pousuaing
uo
(==~ au) 4usby ~ ===~ — fia) e T
uoaudH FRioN S tydaor] SUHLIPUO) pUB SIILY af Loldaoxaon
<. e e P
it (suosoar aao)y ~——ammaamenal® 2 3
pojowuaya " ]
ADODAY L) EEEEZINEL] BY a
bulpwayl _____ __ —— 33
3svisos| F9 T oz 3
03Hvi3G Q3nbuY
|||||||||| SIVILINITTT =7~ "="5N yyo| ibodIy
) YN
TTTIMT T T BNONa T T Ilvu._b\kmllll TUTNouwwvis

DT

\L@\\N

3

oZF _o?haZF

o of .
o

Buifijdde puw sdui

UBYPL4SI0 ZIBUM :o$ﬂ.w+u+:mvn A9 AY13a ¥3HLYNS Pa

waraud ag Rowaaoey Ay alnod usNINYLYZAD Sjuewdiyg
ANViIiYOdWI SINIOV QvouTivy

PiS py130 LON 04,

eV o3EaLsImY o [BIOVHL QaUA ISR S [G35VEL 0InILED
ofiy pamaiofsy 5| oKty pamayiafsi|s| bty pamoyef s;
Fuawdiyg syl 3| Juswehyg syl o| 4uswdiyg sy
AvV130 LON 0af 3| AV 130 LON 0g 3| Av136 10N 0a
oooooooouooooonwc%%%@@w&%o@o&mm%%%m_wwﬂoﬂ@w&ﬂ“

au fo auo bujyooap

F—

D

7 O%r

5
ZF

oLk

ZF

/|
oGF ©F

5<F

HOF

L0

2z

OF

aAHSINYNG
WNOLLY L uOdN}

S “uag) pueby oo - fig

= i =T S T T - T L ¥010304vmMu0d LX3N
fy---- ||.t._mm<:\ ..... Ll HIDVUL
4 7 J
o o 2 F
£ (=

QUL

[ 55511 SIGIA Uow, 1970 STUSImATNS of SATPIo. 5305
Sy Pauiapu) suoy SnaiSul poa GiN3oy avoytivy

||||| BHRIST e ay (oNlav]
fifoie At paubis * 40
A 51 s~ -G pansst | qqig
SS3UgaV anvy
20C IWVYN SHIddIHS

Suolponitsul 4ad 8542400 o opiSu) uo
HM3FOVHL Ol L33IHS SIHL Jicvd

|||||| el iy WA EEE

TTTTTTTONGYY TTTIANT T Tuv | © ! W nw.

ST g =g | W -
s R ~loud | N

B~ =—73¢ auve~ -—-- ~3iva'gum : :W\W/u\

- AT F-—T0Le30 T BN s Ava [
AT 7 "an \ N P

=) N8 v +

COLUMBIA PLANOGRAPH €O., WASHINGTON, D. €.



J. T, TODD,

TRAOER.
. AFPPLICATION FILED FEB. 5, 1912,
1,061,643, Patented May 13, 1913.
: 4 SEEETS-SHEET 4.
143 GARBON SHEET For use of AGENTS IN FILLING
T4 b OUY SETS,is under LASTSHEET
A READ CAREFULLY InstrucTions on REVERSE SIDEofTHIS
L0).E. . | Agents anfoiosing RECORD SHEETS o cachseT
- % r’tmian Will indicate bduwanydwierj
or reports framany speck
d | B |yt | 24
2 T |considerable fenqth,dlso any request fospecific
\\ = |agent astohoding tracerfor reconsigning
" {Wmstructions,efc.,
Led
&5
=
e
o

| 28900 0000000000000000000000000000060000000000

Z4%TREGISTERED TRACER Ne
_j4 e/—’/ coversthis shipment

TRACER { \\34’

ADDRESSED TO

POSTAL CARDS
ADDRESSED TO

(AGENTS see dther side) DATE FILED

This memorandum to be detached
byaqent at originating station of
shipment and applied to station

records
14
247

000000000 OOOOOJBOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOD

INSTRUGTIONS TO AGENTS

747

4
K

The space
bove 1S provided . 4.9
for imprint of
Aqents office stamp)
Shoving date
[hcer mjgﬁgved
ce filling
g’t‘:"i‘ogefbehw

247
NtryesSsSes, Tgfrilary

COLUMBIA PLANUGRAI'N Cu., WASHINGTON, D. ¢,




10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

JOHN T. TODD, OF SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS, ASSIGNOR TO THE REGISTER TRACER
SYSTEM, OF SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS, A CORPORATION OF ILLINOIS.

TRACER.

1,061,643,

Specification of Letters Patent.

Patented May 13,1913,

Continuation of application Serial No. 482,166, filed March 8, 1909. This application filed February 5,
1912. Serial No. 675,439,

To all whom it may concern: .
Be it known that I, Joux T. Topp, a citi-

zen of the United States, residing at Spring- -

field, in the county of Sangamon and State
of Illinois, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Tracers, of which
the following is a specification, reference be-
ing had to the accompanying drawings, in
which similar reference letters and char-
acters designate like parts in the several
views. )

This invention relates to improvements in
tracers, particularly adapted, though not
necessarily limited in its use for continu-
ally locating in transit, at any point, any
specified shipments of goods over a railroad
or railroads, or over water routes, or rails
and water routes, and this application is a
substitute for my original application Serial
Number 482,166, filed March 8, 1909.

One of the objects of the invention is to
furnish to the consignor or party issuing
the tracer, or to any other person interested
or concerned in the transaction, a report as
to the condition of the affairs concerning
which the tracer was issued, and if issued in
connection with a shipment, to afford means
whereby delay at any stage during the trans-
portation may be located, in order to expe-
dite the transmission of the shipment and
apprise the issuer of the tracer or any other
interested person, of the condition of the
shipment at all points to which it is billed
or at junction or division points through
which it passes during the transportation
from the consignor to the consignee, to de-
termine the carrier responsible for the de-
lay.

Figure 1 is a diagram showing the ar-
rangement of matter on the outside of the
extended cover. Fig. 2 is a diagram show-
ing the arrangement of matter on the inside
of the extended cover and the coin holder at-
tached to the cover. Fig. 8 is an isometric
projection of the extended device with the
leaves spread apart, to show the relative
location of the several parts. Fig. 4 is a
diagram showing the construction and mat-
ter of the sticker. Fig. 5 is a diagram of
the description of shipment, attachable to
the tracer. Ifig. 6 is a diagram of a combi-
nation agent’s record form. Fig. T is a dia-
gram of an agent’s final report showing the
arrangement of matter thereon. Fig. 8is a
diagram of the face of the special request

form showing the arrangement of matter
thereon. Iig. 9 is a diagram of the reverse
of the special request form. Tig. 10 is a
diagram of another form of tracer blank.

The cover A is of tough paper or pliable
bristol board of sufficient strength to sup-
port the attached part of the tracer, and is
adapted to be folded preferably twice trans-
versely to bring on the outside of the cover
the address part of the tracer, when it is
folded, for return to the party issuing the
tracer, so that all of the other parts will be
encompassed thereby or contained therein.

The outside of the cover A preferably
comprises, when employed as a railroad
shipment tracer an address section 1, a reg-
istration section 2 having a blank 2* for the
number of the tracer, a space 2® showing the
capacity of the tracer as to the number of
ailroads, or transportation companies, a
space 2° showing the number of intermediate
reports and a notice space 2%, for informa-
tion indicating the origin of the tracer, and
advising agents and transportation com-
panies as to promptness in handling the
tracer. The outside cover also comprises
a section 3, comprising a space 3% addressed
to the shipper, a space 8¢ advertising the ca-
pacity of different tracers and indicating
the notation thereof. Obviously the general
information may be varied to suit the sev-
eral uses to which the tracer is put, and all
of the information or data on the outside
of the cover A may be arranged to suit the
fancy or convenience of the party or parties
issuing the same, and for the convenience of
the uses for which it is employed.

In addition to furnishing information to
the issuing party and other interested, at the
different stages of the progress of the tracer,
the invention, in the form shown in Figs. 1
to 9, contemplates means for providing the
prepayment charges such as postage on all
correspondence relating to the tracer; means
for reporting at each stage of the progress of
the tracer the amount of postage or coin re-
maining in the tracer; means enabling the
party tracing to receive a report from inter-
mediate division stations passed by the tracer.
Means for preventing duplication of in-
formation unless a second tracer is specifi-
cally authorized. And means for classify-
ing the matter contained in the agent’s
record blanks so that the record blanks of
the same form may be used by the forward-
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ing agent, or by an agent delivering to a

connecting line, or by an agent at an inter-
mediate division point of the road malking
the next preceding report.

The inside of the cover A as shown in Fig.
2, comprises a description section 4, reserved
for the attaching of the description of ship-
ment 10, illustrated in Fig. 5 and hereinafter

~ described; an instruction section 5, contain-
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ing instructions to the party tracing, a
sticker section 6 for the attachment of the
gummed perforated sticker 12 illustrated in
Fig. 4 hereinafter described. A postage
division section 7, for the attaching of a
postage advise form 19, containing informa-
tion as to the use of unattached postage or
equivalent coin, with which the tracer is
equipped; a coin or stamp holder section 8
equipped with a coin holder 17 provided
with a cover 18 as shown in Figs. 2 and 3
and hereinafter described, and a record and
report section 9 adapted to accommodate a
set of final reports 15 illustrated in Fig. 7
and hereinafter described ; a plurality of sets

of combination agent’s record forms 13, car--
" bon copies of same and a post card copy of

same, 1llustrated in Fig. 6 and hereinafter
deseribed ; a special request form 14 shown in
Figs. 8 and 9 and hereinafter described, and
a plurality of carbon sets 20 shown in Fig. 3.

The description of shipment 10 (IFigs. 5
and 3) comprises a section 10* for the serial
number of the tricer, a section 10 for the
name of the consignee, a section 10° for the
destination, car number and initials; a sec-
tion 109 for the list of articles; a section 10°
for the shipper’s name and address; a section
10 descriptive of the bill of lading; and a
seetion 10¢ instructing agents relative to
shipments overtaken by the tracer. On the

" back of the descripticn of shipment 10 is
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additional space for the listing of articles
and the reference to the instructions for
starting tracer. The sticker 12 preferably
comprises a permanent section 12* gummed
to the section 6 of the inside of the cover
and having printed matter thereon advising
agents as to the use of the detachable “Do
not delay” tickets 12° forming part of the
sticker. The “ Do not delay ” tickets 12° are
gummed on the back and are preferably
separated by rows of perforated or weak-
ened lines 12° so that the tickets may be
torn off and applied to the way-bill of the

55 shipment overtaken en route in order that

all parties interested may have due mnotice
and expedite the shipment.

Fach tracer comprises a plurality of sets
of agent’s record forms 13, shown in Figs.
6 and 3 numbered, sets 1, set 2 and 3, etc.,
and each set comprises a permanently at-
tached agent’s record sheet 13, one or more
exactly similar thin detachable sheets 13’
containing the same information as the per-
manent agent’s record form, and for such

1,061,643

use or distribution as may be required by the
rules of the company which the agent repre-
sents; and a detachable post card 18" of ex-
actly the same form, containing the same in-
formation as the permanent sheet 13 and the
detachable thin sheet 13’. The agent’s record
form 18 comprises a section 18* having the
name of the agent, the railway, the place to
whom the tracer is forwarded; a section 18P
for the insertion of the set number of the
report; a section 18° for the number of the
tracer; a section 138? for a showing of the
line from which it is received and the date;
a section 13¢ for a description of the way-
bill, date, censignor, consignee, car number
and initial, train, date and time; a section
18t for a showing of the line to which deliv-
ered, the date of delivery, pro number, pro
date, car number and initials; a section 13%
for a statement or unattached postage and
a section 18" to contain the name of the rail-
way and agent furnishing the information
and the date Each of the final report forms
15 comprises a section 15* to contain the sta-
tion, State, pro number, date, car number
and initials; a section 15* to contain. the
dates when arrived, notified and delivered;
a section 15° to contain the number of the
tracer; a section 15% to contain a statement
of the postage remaining in the tracer; a
section 15¢ to contain the name of the agent
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and the railway furnishing the information

and the date thereof. :

A special request sheet shown in Figs. 8
and 9, comprises a body portion 14, an at-
tachable slip 14’ and perforations 14f be-
tween the parts 14 and 14’ and has on its
face a section 142, calling attention to the
attached carbon sheets; a section 14” calling
attention of agents to the matter on the re-
verse side of the sheet; a section 14°. in
which may be written or printed any spe-
cial request for report from any specified
intermediate division station of a line of
considerable length or any special request to
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any agent as to holding tracer for recon- -

signing Instructions, etc., or any other re-
quest relating to the shipment or the tracer;
a section 149 for the tracer number; and a
section 14¢ containing a brief description of
the tracer and the shipment. The section
14¢ ig separated from the section 14° by per-

forations 14f and is gummed on the back; so

that the section 14° may be gummed to the
agent’s permanent record. The reverse
side of the special request sheet (Fig. 9)
comprises a section 14%-containing printed
instructions to agents as hereinafter stated;
a section 14" for the agent’s dating stamp
and a section 14! containing directions for.
affixing the stamp.  Each tracer also con-
tains a final report set comprising a perma-
nent sheet 15, of the form shown in Fig. 7,
cne or more exactly similar thin detachable
sheets 15" containing the same information
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as the permanent sheet for use as may be re-
quired by the holders of the company re-
porting; and a detachable post card 15”7 of
exactly the same form, The sheets 14, 13,
137,15, 15" and the post cards 13”", 15" and
the carbon sheets 20 are all connected with
the cover A preferably by suitable fasteners
16. The sheets 13" and the cards 13" and
15”7 are preferably perforated lengthwise
near the parts thereof which are attached to
the cover A so that said perforated sheets
and cards may be readily detached. The
matter of the *“Instructions to agents”
printed on the reverse side of the sheet 14,
the sheet 13 of the first set of agent’s record
form; the sheet 13 of second set of agent’s
record form and the sheet 15 of the final re-
port set; is arranged reversely of the matter
on the face of said sheets, so that the sheets
which contain the instructions relating to
the agent’s record, will, when turned up to
be above the sheet on which the record 1s to
be made, be directly in front of the person
making the record, in order that the user
may read the instructions without turning
the sheets.

The coin holder 17 may be of any suitable
construction but is preferably formed of a
block of straw board secured to the cover A
and having a plurality of pockets 17* adapt-
ed to contain coins. The cover 18 is a strip
of paper gummed on its under side with one
end attached to the holder 17 and having
lengthwise and transverse perforations or
weakened lines 18* dividing the cover into
a plurality of members 18® so arranged that
each member will cover one of the pockets
17* and each of the members 18® has a hole
18 through which the contents of the
pockets 17 may be seen. The cover 18 also
has a section 18 to which the end of a strip
of postage stamps 20* may be attached in the
event stamps are used instead of coins for
the prepayment of postage.

If coins are used they may be placed in
the pockets 172 respectively, the gum cn the
back of the cover 18 will be moistened and
the cover will be stuck on the holder to keep
the coins in place. Each person taking out
a coin or coins to prepay postage will de-
tach the members of the cover covering said
coin and will note in column D of the agent’s
record form the value of the coin remaining
in the holder; or if he uses postage stamps
he will note in the same column the value
of stamps remaining affixed to the coin
holder. The postage advice sheet 19 has
printed matter on its face stating the num-
ber, kind and total value of st‘xmps affixed to
the coin holder, and agents handling the
tracer will write on this sheet the v 1lue in
cents of the unattached postage remaining
in the tracer at the time of forwarding the
tracer to the next agent.

Tracers having a capacity to accommo-

8

date one - transportation company which
would necessitate a forwarding report and
final report, contained in set 1, are also sup-
plied with a second set, designated set 2;
which is identical in form with set 1. The
purpose of the inclusion of set 2, being that
the capacity of the tracer 1daptcd for a one
ailroad shipment, may be sufficient to ad-
mit of securing a passing report at an in-
termediate division station, should a request
therefor be made by the party tracing, or
be deemed advisable by the forwarding
agent on account of the unusual length of
the transporting line. The purpose in pro-
viding one set extra in the tracer, adapted
for ulrn(uls or transportation company is
to make it 1)(15\11) ¢ to furnish an interme-
diate report. In the larger size tracers, spe-
cial stress is not laid on the provision for 1 in-
termediate reports; for the reason that in
the three-raiivoad tracer, there ave five sets
that are identical in form and equally appli-
cable for use of a forwarding, passing or de-
livering agent, and likewise in the tracer of
five-raiirond apacity there are nine sets
numbered 1 to 9 inclusive of the same form
as are used in the five sets of the tracer ot
three-road capacity just descr 1bed. In other
words set 1 may be used by forwarding
agent; set 2 by reason of special request 1’L
of p.ntv tracing, or for other reasons may
be used by agent at an intermediate station
on the onﬂmaimn road, for record of the
passing of the s npmun ‘at snch station.

Tf the party tracing should ask for a pass-
ing 1"‘1)01t from two intermediate stations
on the same road, the agent at the second
designated intermediate station on the origi-
nating road may use set 3 for his record “of
the dnpment and may forward the tracer
to the next agent of the same road at the
junction point for the showing of the de-
livery to the connecting road at the junction
point and said agent at the junction point
may use the proper sections of set 4 and de-
11\(\1' the tracer to the agent of the connect-
ing line, who would usze set 5 for showing
the record of the forw arding of the slnp~
ment in question over such junction point,
and the agent of the second or connecting
line at the junction point would dispose of
the tracer by forwarding it to the agent at
destination for final report.  From the fore-
going it is obvious that a tracer of three-
road capacity may be nsed for obtaining the
records at the forwar ding station, two inter-
mediate division stations and a delivery to
a connecting line station all on the originat-
ing road, and the forw arding on the second
or umnectlnn line, with final report at des-
tination; using in all six sets of tracers, and
by reason of two intermediate division sta-
tion veports being furnished a tracer of
three-road capamty will be completely used
up on the two-road shipment. No two
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tracers in the same series have identically
the same number and the numbering of each
tracer indicates the capacity of the tracer.

During the: manufacture- of the tracers
they are numbered serially, the numbers of
each series beginning with 1, and preferably
running successively to a number not ex-
ceeding six digits and affixed to each serial
number. is the designation —1, or —3, or
—5, as the case may be, indicating the ca-
pacity. of each tracer as to the number of
lines involved in the transportation, so that
the user may by glancing at the serial num-
ber determine the number of lines which
may be accommodated by a given tracer, and
which tracer is best adapted for use in each
particular case.

A tracer which is designated as of five-
road-capacity comprises ten sets of agent’s
record forms of which nine sets are combi-
nation agent’s records and one set is a final
report to be billed by the agent as destinu-
tion; the same tracer, however, if used in
case that reports from intermediate divi-
sion points are requested, would be available
for use on a less number of roads, according
to the number of supplemental or division
reports asked for.

In-case the agent of the road at the place
at which the bill of lading originates re-
ceives the shipment from a belt line or from
a switching road which does not bill the
shipment, the agent at the originating sta-
tion will note in the column A of set —1
the date and name of the belt line, or switch-
ing line, from which he receives the ship-
ment, in order that the tracer may show the
time at which the shipment was received by
the billing agent.

In case a shipment from an originating
line is transferred at a junction station to

a second or forwarding line, the agent of’

the originating line will note in column C
the delivery to the connecting line; and the
forwarding agent of the second line will
note in the column A of the next set the

name of the criginating line and the. date |

on which received. If the notations in the
two sets agree as to date, the time of de-
livery cannot be questioned; if they dis-
agree as to the date and time of delivery, the
discrepancy may be investigated and the
facts ascertained by the parties interested.
If delivery is accomplished by means of a
belt line or other intermediate agency, the
road making the delivery to the forwarding
Iine at the junction point will note at the
top of the report the name and address
cf the agent of the connecting line, and will
note in column C of the same veport the date
of delivery and the name of the belt line or
cther intermediate agency; and the agent
of the connecting line will in column A of
the next set note the date received, and the
name of the belt line or other intermediate

1,061,643

agency and the difference between the date
shown in column C of the first report and
the date shown in column A of the second
report will disclose the length of time that
the shipment was in the hands of the belt
line or cther intermediate agency.

From the foregoing it will be seen that
the matter contained in the column A, is a
check on the matter of column C of the dif-
ferent sheets of a set of agent’s records and
reports, and the matter contained in column
C 15 in like manner a check on the matter of
column A. The column D always shows
the state of the postage or coin account’and
the column B always shows the original way
bill number, date, consignee, car number
and initial, train number, date and time.

The party starting the tracer indicates at
the outset, by writing on the address blank
on the outside cover of the tracer and on
the post cards, the name and address, or ad-
dresses, of the person or persons who is or
who are to receive each or all of the dif-
ferent reports to be made in response to the
tracer. Next preceding set 1 of each tracer
is a permanent special request form 14 hav-
ing a detachable slip 14" bearing the num-
ber.of the tracer, the name of the person to
whom the post cards are addressed, and the
name of the person to whom the return
tracer is addressed, so arranged that the
agent at the originating station may de-

tach said numbered strip and apply it per-

manently to his station record covering the
shipment, so that the slip will thereafter at
all times indicate to anyone looking up the

- record that the shipment had been previ-

ously traced and reported upon; and if it
was the policy of his company, in order to
lessen work and avoid duplication of rec-

ords, the agent would be in position to ad-

vise anyone making a second request for
information as to that particular shipment,
that such information had previously been
furnished, to the person originating the
tracer, by a tracer bearing the given number.
A practical advantage of using in each set
a plurality of thin detachable report sheets
ig: that the agent, at any stage of the prog-
ress of the tracer, in addition to making the
ordinary reports, may tear off the thin de-
tachable sheets of the agent’s record, which
he has filled in, and may forward said de-
tached sheets to his superior, to advise him
of any important facts contained in the
tracer, in which his company may be spe-
cially interested. Another feature of great
practical utility is that the - combination
agent’s record blanks are adapted for the
making of reports by the forwarding agent,
or intermediate station agents, or the agents
at junction stations showing delivery to the
connecting lines. '
In the form shown in Fig. 10, the blank
21 is similar to the blank or form 13, but is
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adapted for a different purpose. This blank
21 comprises a section 22 for the name of
the party to whom the tracer is delivered
or forwarded ; a section 23 for the insertion
of the set number of the report, and a sec-
tion 24 for the number of the tracer. There
is also previded a sectional portion 25 for

. the date and a description of the terrvitory
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to which it relates or is affected, as well as
a section or portion 26 containing informa-
tion indicating the specific nature of the re-
port. A sectional portion 27 ig also pro-
vided to contain the name of the party fur-
nishing the information. Similar to the
formy 18, the forms 21 are arranged in
groups of two or more, which are all fas-
tened together and connected to a suitable
cover similar to the cover A. One of the
blanks 21 is in the form of a posteard, while
another is of thinner material, the faces of
the two being so arranged that a carbon
sheet 20 may be inserted therchetween fou
duplication purposes. These forms, and
especially the posteards, are provided with a
weakened line 29, by means of which it may
be detached for mailing purposes. In the
event of the tracer being employed for the
purpose as indicated by the form of the
blank shown in Ifig. 10, the forms shown
in Figs. 4 and 5 would not be employed
but it is obvious that in their places would
be provided data explaining or concerning
the proposed use. Also the blanks shown
in Figs. 8 and 9 would be substituted by
sheets giving detailed information as to the
handling of the tracer.

While in the present exemplification of
this invention the return medium which con-
tains a duplicate copy of the information,
is shown and described as being in the form
of a posteard, it is obvious that any other
form of return medium adapted for the pur-
pose may be employed instead of the post-
card. If it is found advisable to maintain
secrecy as to the handling of the informa-
tion which the return medium contains, any
other form of return medium which is de-
tachable from the tracer and which will
serve this purpose may be employed; such
for instance as the ordinary and well known
combined letter-sheet and envelop which
nmiay be secured into the tracer instead of
the post-card and in such position with re-
gpect to the remaining sheets of the respec-
tive sets, that the information may be dupli-
cated upon the letter sheet in the same man-
ner as 1t is duplicated upon the post-card,
and when the -letter-sheet is detached the
latter may be folded and sealed in the man-
ner well known in devices of this character.

What is claimed as new is:

1. In a shipment tracer, the combination
of a pliable cover adapted to be folded twice
transversely to inclose a gummed sticker
sheet and an agent’s report form attached to

S

said cover and comprising a reference to the
way bill covering the shipment which is
being traced, ¢aid gummed sticker sheet be-
ing secured to the inside of said cover and
comprising a number of separately detach-
able stickers separated by perforations, and
saidl agent’s record form being also secured
to the inside of said cover and comprising a
reference to the way bill to which is at-
tached a sticker detached from said sticker
sheet.

2. In a tracer, the combination of a plu-
rality of sets of records secured together,
and a cover connected with said sets for pro-
tecting them, said records being arranged
one over the other to form a series and bear-
ing identical printed matter which is in
registration when the sheets are superposed,
all of which records have a common series
designation, sald sets also having an indi-
vidual set designation, cach set comprising
two or more records, one of which is
adapted to be detached from the tracer to
form a return medium, each of the records
of the respective sets also being provided
with data embodying the name of the
sender, the name of the party to whom sent,
and a statement of one of the parties to the
transaction with reference to the matter con-
cerning which the tracer was used.

3. In a tracer, the combination of a plu-
ality of sets of records secured together, a
cover cennected with said sets for protecting
them, said records being arranged one over
the other to form a series and bearing iden-
tical printed matter which is in registration
wlen the sheets are superposed, all of which
vecords have a common series designation,
said sets also having an individual set desig-
nation, each set comprising two or more
records, one of which is adapted to be de-
tached from the tracer to form a return
medium, each of the records of the respec-
tive sets also being provided with data em-
bodying the name of the sender, the name of
the party to whom sent, and a statement of
one of the parties to the transaction with
reference to the matter concerning which
the tracer was used, and means connected
and carried with the tracer whereby pre-
payment charges may be made.

4. In a tracer, the combination of a plu-
rality of sets of records secured together, a
cover connected with said sets for protecting
them, said records being arranged one over
the other to form a series and bearing iden-
tical printed matter which is in registration
when the sheets are superposed, all of which
records have a common series designation,
said sets also having an individual set des-
ignation, each set comprising two or more
records, one of which is adapted to be de-
tached from the tracer to form a return
medium, each of the records of the respec-
tive sets also being provided with data em-

75

80

85

90

96

100

105

110

115

120

125

130



10

15

20

S

bodying the name of the sender, the name of
the party to whom sent, and a statement of
one of the parties to the transaction with
reference to .the matter concerning which
the tracer was used, and a holder connected
and carried with the tracer for holding
coins for payment charges.

5. A shipment tracer comprising a main
cover; agent’s record sheets attached to said
main cover and setting forth the name of
the agent, the railway, the place to which
the tracer is forwarded, the set number of
the report, the number of the tracer, the line
from which received and the date, a descrip-
tion of the way bill, the date of the way bill,
the name of the consignor, the name of the
consignee, the car number and initial, the
train date and time, the linesto which deliv-
ered, the date of the delivery, the pro num-
ber, the pro date, the car number and initials,
a statement of unattached postage, and the
name of the railway and agent furnishing

1,061,643

the information and the date; a‘final report
for setting forth the station, State, pro num-
ber ‘date; car number and initials, when ar-
rived, notified, and delivered, the number of
the tracer, a statement of postage remaining
in the tracer, the name. of the agent, and the

railway furnishing the information and the

date thereof; and a special request sheet con-
taining a request relating to the shipment,
the tracer number, a description of the tracer
and shipment, and comprising a gummed
strip detachably connected with said special
request sheet and a space adapted to receive
the impressions of the agent’s dating stamp.
In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification, in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses, on this 27th day
of January, A. D. 1912.
JOHN T. TODD.
Witnesses:
* Wirsra W. SweTT, JT.,
D. G. CAMPBELL.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “ Coxﬁmis‘sioner of Patents.
Washington, D. C.”
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