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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, ERNEST O. WILLIAMS, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Jacksonville, in the county of Duval and 

5 State of Florida, have invented certain new 
and useful Improvements in Holders for Illus 
trated Post-Cards, of which the following is a 
specification, reference being had to the ac 
companying drawings. 
My invention relates to improvements in 

holders for illustrated post cards and more 
particularly to those constructed of wire and 
adapted to be interlocked with and suspend 
ed from each other in a vertical string or 

15 chain. 
One object of the invention is to provide a 

holder of this character for the storage and 
display of illustrated postal cards or similar 
articles, in which the cards will be effectively 

20 supported in an upright or vertical position 
so that they may be readily seen. 
Another object of the invention is to so con 

struct a holder of this character that it may 
be made of comparatively light wire and at 

25 the same time be strong and substantial 
enough to support a large number of cards or 
the like. 
A further object of the invention is to pro 

vide interlocking holders of the character 
30 mentioned which may be readily engaged 

with and disengaged from each other and 
which when engaged will adjust themselves 
so that each one hangs squarely. 
With the above and other objects in view, 

35 the invention consists of the features of nov 
elty hereinafter fully described and claimed, 
and illustrated in the accompanying draw 
ings, in which 

Figure 1 is a EE view of a group of 40 my improved interlocking holders; Fig. 2 is 
an enlarged perspective view of one of the 
holdiers; and Fig. 3 is a vertical section 
through the same. 
The preferred embodiment of my inven 

45 tion is illustrated in the drawings and is con 
structed of a single piece of wire of suitable 
size and length. This wire is bent angu 
larly at its center as at 1 to provide a V 
shaped upper central member or portion 2 at 

50 the ends of the arms or branches of which are 
formed angular bends or seats 3, 4 which pro 
vide means of suspension for the holder. 
Wertical back retaining portions or members 
5, 6 depend from the outer sides of the Sup 

O 

lower extremities of the portions or members 
5, 6 are formed bottom supporting portions 
7, 8, on which latter the cards or similar arti 
cles rest as shown in Fig. 1. At suitable 
points intermediate the ends of the backpor 
tions 5, 6 are formed end retaining portions 
or members 9, 10 which are in the form of 
right angular shaped arms having inner por 
tions 11 which project horizontally or out 
wardly at right angles to and in the plane of 
the back portions 5, 6, and outer portions 12 
which project forwardly from the outer ex 
tremities of the branches 11. These end re 
taining portions or arms 9, 10 are formed by 
doubling or bending the wire of which the 
back portions 5, 6 are constructed so as to 
provide upper and lower right angular 
branches which are united at their converg 
ing outer extremities and have their inner ex 
tremities twisted together as shown at 13 So 
as to give the necessary strength. The bot 
tom portions 7, 8 are disposed in horizontal 
planes and at their inner ends are formed 
downwardly bent loops 14, 15 adapted to 
form seats for the reception of the bends or 
seats 3, 4 on the holder suspended from the 
one of which they form a part. The loops or 
seats 14, 15 are at the lower extremities of 
the backportions or members 5, 6 so that the 
weight of the several holders will be upon said 
portions or members and not upon the bot 
tom portions 7, 8 as presently explained. 
The wire at the outer extremities of the bot 
tom s 7, 8 is bent upwardly and in 
wardly at an acute angle to provide upwardly 
and inwardly inclined front retaining port 
tions or members 16, 17 which project upward 
a suitable distance, preferably a little short 
of the end retaining portions or arms 9, 10, 
and terminate in inwardly extending heads 
18, 19 preferably constructed by bending the 
extremities of the wire into circular loops or 
rings disposed in vertical planes at right an 
gles to the plane of the portions 2, 5, 6. 
The upper holder A of the series may be 

suspended from a wall or other vertical Sup 
port by engaging its bends or seats 3, 4 with 
screws, nails or other suitable supporting de 
vices or it may be suspended by a swivel or 
similar means engaged with said bends so 
that the entire series of holders may be swung 
or turned at any angle. This upper holder 
supports the next lower holder B which is en 
gaged with the former by inserting its W 

55 porting or sustaining bends 3, 4 and at the shaped central member 2 between the por 
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tions or arms 9, 10 and ends or heads 18, 19 
of the portions 16, 17 and then dropping the 
nember 2 into the loops or seats 14, 15. It 
will be seen that owing to the angular shape 
of the member 2 the bends or seats 3, 4 will. 
drop into the loops or seats 14, 15 and the 
lower holder will thus adjust itself upon the 
upper one which supports it. The next 
holder B and as many more as maybe neces 
sary or desirable are suspended in a similar 
manner. " ..se at 

From the foregoing it will be seen that...by 
providing the loops or seats 14, 15 at the 
ower end of the vertical back portions or 
members 5, 6 the weight of the lower holders 
will be in a vertical line and almost entirely 
upon said members 5, 6 so that there will be 
little or no tendency of such lower holders to 
pull downwardly the bottom portions 78 of 
the holder which suspends them. It will be 
further noted that by making the front re 
taining or confining portions. 16, 17 as shown, 
that is, so that they project upwardly and in 
wardly at a slight angle and have the heads 
or enlargements 18, 19 at their upper ends, 
the cards in such holder will be yieldaily 
pressed against the backportions or mem 
pers. 5, 6 so that they will be supported in a 
vertical position and cannot tilt so as to pre 
vent them from being readily seen when the 
holder is on a level with or elow the eye. The provision of the inwardly projecting 
heads or enlargements 18, 19 cause the cards. 
to be engaged at two points only by the front 
retaining portions so that they may be more 
readily removed and there will be less danger 
of scratching or marring the cards. By con 
structing the end retaining portions or mem 
bers 9, 10 as shown and disposing them. upon 
the back members 5, 6 it will be seen that the 
device will be much stronger and more rigid 
than if they were carried by the front por 
tions or members 16, 17. 
By making the holder as above described 

it may be constructed of much lighter wire 
than it is necessary to use in the eonstruction 
of similar devices heretofore produced. 

It will be understood that while I prefer 
ably make the holder of a single piece of wire 
it may be otherwise constructed. 

Having thus described my invention what 
I claim is: 

1. A holder of the character described formed of wire and having straight upright 
back portions 5, 6, front portions, bottom 
portions uniting the front and backportions, 
and the V-shaped central member 2 having 
its lowest point at its center and the diverg 
ing arms inclined upwardly and Wii, 
from said center and connected by the bends 
3, 4 to the upper ends of the back portions 5, 6, substantially as and for the purpose 
specified. 

2. A holder of the character described, 
65 formed of wire and having supporting bends 

909,497 

or seats, front and back portions united by 
bottom supporting portions and angular end 
retaining portions formed upon the back 
portions intermediate their ends. 

3. A holder of the character described, formed of wire and having supporting bends 
or seats, vertical back portions, horizontal 
bottom supporting portions, and resilient 

i. front retaining portions inclined inwardly 
and upwardly and having at their upper ends 
heads to provide single points of contact for 
cards or other articles. - - 

4. A holder of the character described 
formed of wire and having supporting bends 
or seats, vertical back portions, terminating 
in the downwardly turned loops, or seats 14 
and 15 to receive the supporting bends or 
seats of the succeeding, holder, the horizon 
tally disposed bottom portions, projecting 
forwardly from the loops or seats 14 and 15 
and resilient front retaining portions inclined 
inwardly and upwardly from said bottom 
portions and having their upper ends formed 
with inwardly projecting heads to provide 
single points of contact for the front faces of 
the cards, substantially as set forth. 
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5. A series of holders of the character de 
scribed each formed of wire, and having ven 
tical backportions, a V-shaped central menar 
ber having diversing arms inclined upwardly 
and outwardly from its center to its outer 
ends, supporting bends or seats uniting the 
latter to the back portions, upright front 

95 

portions, horizontalbottom portions project 
ing inwardly from the front portions, and the 
downwardly bent loops or seats uniting the 
bottom portions and the lower ends of the 
back portions and adapted to receive the 
E. bends or seats of the succeeding er, substantially as set forth. -- 

6. A holder of the character described 
formed of wire and having supporting bends 
or seats, vertieal back portions, horizontal 
bottom portions 78, resilient front retaining 
portions 16, 17, inclined upwardly and in 
wardly from the outer ends of said horizontal 
bottom portions, said front portions being 
independent of each other and disposed o 
posite said back portions, and the inwardly 
projecting heads. 18, 19 at the upper ends of 
said front portions, said heads projecting in 
side of the plane of the front portions and 
adapted to provide single points of contact 
for the front faees of the cards, and the other 
articles in the holder, substantially as set 
forth. - 

7. A holder of the character described, 
formed of wire and having supporting bends 
or seats, vertical back portions, right angu 
lar end retaining portions arranged interme 
diate the ends of said back portions and 
formed by doubling and bending the latter, 
front retaining portions and bottom support 
ing portions uniting the front and E. 
tions, - - 

por- - 
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the supporting bends or seats of the succeed 
ing holder, and upwardly and inwardly in- 15 
clined front retaining portions rising from 

8. A holder of the character described, 
formed of a single piece of wire bent angu 
larly at its center to provide a V-shaped cen 
tral member having at the ends of its diverg- the bottom portions and having their upper 

5 ing arms angular supporting bends or seats, ends bent to provide inwardly extending 
vertical back portions depending from the contact loops, substantially as and for the 
latter and having their intermediate por- purpose set forth. 20 
tions bent to provide outwardly projecting In testimony whereof I hereunto affix my 
right angular end retaining portions or mem- signature in the presence of two witnesses. 

10 bers, horizontal bottom supporting portions ERNEST O. WILLIAMS. 
projecting outwardly from the lower ends of Witnesses: 
the vertical back portions and united thereto L. O. LITTLE, 
by downwardly bent loops or seats to receive M. L. SKINNER. 


