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7o all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Wrrrianm R. Covan,
a_citizen of the United - States, vesiding at
New Straitsville, in the county of Perry,
State of Ohio, have mvented certain new
and useful Improvements in Fenceposts;
and I do hereby declare the following to be
a full, clear, and exact description of the
invention, such as will enable others skilled
in the art to which it appertains, to make

-and use the same.

This invention relates to new and useful
Improvements in posts and particularly to
fence posts. o

ne object of the invention is to provide
a post In which the greater part of the por-
tion which is exposed to the weather is
formed from molded plastic material.

Another object is to provide a fence post
of this character which is adapted to- par-
tially enclose a wooden post portion, to
which wooden portion fence wires or run-
ners are to be secured, and which enclos-
ing portion may be quickly and easily taken
apart to permit the removal of the deterio-
rated wooden portion, and the substitution
of a new one.

Other objects and advantages will be ap-
parent from the following description when
taken in connection with the accompanying
drawing.

In the drawing:

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a fence
post made in accordance with the invention,
and in proper assembled position.

Figure 2 is a vertical longitudinal central
sectional view of the post.

Referring particularly to the accompany-

ing drawing the post comprises a base A,
& _wooden post B, to which the fence is
adapted to be secured, an_enclosing molded
plastic shell ¢, and a cap D.
_ The base A is in the form of
in the ground to g depth approximately the
height of the box. The upper portions of
i‘hobsurrounding walls of the box are rab-
heted internally, as shown at 10,

Disposed with its lower end portion with-
in the box, and with its major portion pro-
jecting vertically ‘therefrom, 15 a wooden
post portion B, the same being shown as
rectangular in crosg section, but may be cir-
cular or any other outline desired.

The shell C includes the side walls 11, and
the rear wall 12, and arranged in rectangu-
lar formation to embrace the wooden por-
tion B on three of its sides, the lower end
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of the shel] being seated within the rabbet
of the base A, I ormed on the outer faces
of the walls 11 and 12, a short distance above
the lower end of the shell, are the ribs 13
which have the depending flanges 14, spaced
outwardly from the walls g distance equal
to or slightly greater than the thickness of
the rabbeted portion of the bage A, and ar-
ranged to engage outwardly of said rap-
beted portion.

The cap D includes the rectangular plate
15 having the depending flanges 16, for en-
gagement outwardly of the upper ends of
the walls of the shell, and of the exposed
tace of the wooden portion. The plate 15
has the upwardly - tapering projection 17,
on its upper face which terminates in g
spherical or other ornament 18, It will be
noted that, while the upper end of the
wooden portion B extends upwardly into the
cap, the flange depends outwardly of the
shell, thus holding the parts together at
their upper ends.

he outer surfaces of the plastic portions
of the post may be painted, glazed, or other-
wise coated to preserve them, and to add to
the attractiveness of the post.

When the wooden portion becomes so de-
composed as to be useless, the cap D ig re-
moved, and the shell C lifted from the base,
thus permitting the ready removal of the
wooden portion. The neyy wooden portion
is then inserted in the shell and the parts
reassembled to assume the positions shown
in Figure 1.

What is claimed is:

A fence post comprising a base in the
form of a box having one end and one side
open and having the upper ends of its side
walls internally rabbetted, a wooden post
member disposed in the box and projecting
through and beyond the open end of the
box, a shell including side and rear walls
embracing the wooden Post member on three
sides and having its lower end seated in the
rabbet of the box, the shell having exter-
nally arranged and depending flanges em-
bracing the rabbeted portion of the box out-
wardly thereof, and a ¢ap member embrac-
ing the upper end of the shell and the
wooden post member.

In testimony whereof, T affix my signa-
ture, in the presence of two witnesses.

WILLIAM R. COVAN,

Witnesses :

Rorranp Srarzur,
Wu. D. Warp.
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