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ABSTRACT




(57) Abstract

A covering (2) for a portion of a human head (16) and its method
of use is disclosed. The covering (2) is an envelope formed from a
flexible material and provided with a mouth (4), said material defining
the mouth (4) of the envelope. The length of the edge (6) of the material
defining the mouth (4) being at least partially clastically extendable. The
envelope and the mouth are dimensioned to allow a first portion (8) of
the envelope to be placed over the top and back portion of a head (16)
and a second portion (10) of the envelope to extend forwards of the head
(16), such that on twisting of the second portion (10) of the envelope
through at least 180° about an axis (18) extending forwards from the
head, part of the second portion (10) of the envelope may be caused to
overlie the first portion (8) of the envelope on the head.
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Covering for a Port:.on of a Human Head

This invention relates to a covering for a portion of
a human head, and in particular, for the back and top portion of
a human head.

In the present invention the covering is in the form
of an envelope formed from a flexible material and provided with
a mouth. The material defines the mouth of the envelope and the
length of edge of the material deflnlng the mouth being at least
partially elastically extendable. The envelope and the mouth are
dimensioned to allow the first portion of the envelope to be
placed over the top and back portion of a human head and a second
portion of the envelope to extend forward of the head, such that
on twisting of the second portion of the envelope through at
least 180° about an axis extending forward from the head, part of
the second portion of the envelope may be caused to overly the
first portion of the envelope on the head.

Such a head covering may have a variety of uses. The
particular use for which the head covering is intended will, in
the large part, determine the nature of the material used to form
the envelope. Such uses include the containment of wet hair,
in which case the envelope will preferably be formed from
towelling or other absorbent fabric material; the provision of
warmth to the head in which case the envelope is preferably
formed from a material with good heat insulation properties such
as POLARFLEECE (a trade mark); or as an item of fashion wear in
which case the envelope may be made of any material appropriate

to the particular fashion.
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It is most preferred that the envelope has a first and
second portion. The first portion of the envelope is preferably
configured and dimensioned to substantially match the contours
oI the back and top of the head. Accordingly, when the Ffirst
portion of the euveloupe is placed over the back and top of the
head, the first portion of the envelope fits closely to the back
and top of the head. In an alternative embodiment that is
particularly suitable for ©persons with long  hair, the
configuration and dimensioning of the first portion of the
envelope is such that there is room in the first portion of the
envelope when placed over the users head to contain all of that
person’s hair. It is particularly preferred that the material
of the envelope has a degree of elasticity in all directions in
the plane of the material.

It is preferred that the second portion of the envelope
is larger than the first portion of the envelope. This is
because when the second portion of the envelope has been twisted
at least 180° about an axis extending forward from the head, the
remaining portion of the envelope must be sufficiently large to
be able‘to cover both the user’s head and the first portion of
the envelope. Again it 1is particularly preferred that the
second portion of the envelope is configured and dimensioned to
substantially match the contours of the back and top of the
user’s head when it has been used as discussed above.
Alternatively, the second portion of the envelope may be
configured to accommodate large quantities of hair in a similar

fashion to the first portion.
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The second portion of the envelope can be dimensioned
and configured so as to fit over the user’s head and first
portion of the envelope after either a twist of about 180° about
an axis extending forward from the user’s head, or a multiple of
180°. In one embodiment, the covering can be made to suit a wide
range of head sizes by varying the angle through which the second
portion is twisted before being placed over the head of the user
and the first portion of the envelope.

The edge of the material defining the mouth may either
be fully elasticated or partially elasticated. Preferably the

elastication is formed, in either case, by hemming the edge of

the material so as to form a tube of material. Within that tube
any elastic extensions means may be placed. Such means will be
referred to hereafter as “elastic ribbon or string”. The elastic

ribbon or string is either continuous around the mouth of
envelope or extends only partially around the mouth of the
envelope. When the extension is only partial the ends of the
elastic ribbon or string are anchored to the material of the
envelope.

To use the covering of the present invention, a person
places the first portion of the envelope over the back portion
of a human head and extends the second portion of the envelope
forward of the head. The user then twists the second portion of
the envelope at least 180° about the axis extending forward from
the head. Finally, the user causes the second portion of the
envelope to overlie the first portion of the envelope on the
head. Preferably at least the portion of the edge defining the
mouth in the second portion of the envelope is elasticated so

that when
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the second portion of the envelope is placed over the first
portion of the envelope the edge of the mouth releasably grips
Ltle lead and [irst portion of the envelope. ‘Lhis retains the
covering on the wearer’s head.

The present invention will be further described and
explained by way of example in which:

Figure 1 shows a first embodiment of a covering
according to the present invention;

Figure 2 shows the first step in placing the covering
of Figure 1 on a human head;

Figure 3 shows the second step of placing a covering
of Figure 1 on a human head;

Figure 4 shows the final stage of placing the covering
of Figure 1 on the human head; and

Figure 5 shows a second embodiment of a covering
according to the present invention.

With reference to Figure 1, a covering of the present
invention is formed from an envelope 2. Envelope 2 is made of
a flexible, absorbent towelling material. A mouth 4 is defined
by an edge 6 of the envelope 2.

Envelope 2 is formed from a first portion 8 and a
second portion 10. First portion 8 is dimensionally smaller
than second portion 10 as shown in Figure 1.

Edge 6 of envelope 2 is formed into a tubular hem 12
that is continuous around edge 6. Within tubular hem 12 (and not
shown) is an elastic ribbon or string. Edge 6 and tubular hem 12
are formed so that the length of edge 6 may be increased by

applying tension along the edge 6 of the envelope 2.
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As may be seen from Figure 2, first portion 8 of
envelope 2 is contoured and dimensioned so as to substantially
match the contour 14 of the head and hair of an individual: 16.

In use first portion 8 of the envelope 2 is placed over
the back of the head of the individual 16 and the second portion
10 pulled forward of the head. The exact direction in which the
second portion 10 is pulled is determined by where the user
wishes edge 6 of envelope 2 to fall relative to the facial
features of the individual 16.

As shown in Figure 3 the portion of second portion 10
adjacent to first portion 8 of envelope 2 is twisted through 180°
about an axis 18 extending forward of the individual 16. The edge
6 of second portion 10 is, as shown in Figure 3, now above the
se&ond portion 10.

‘Second portion 10 is then folded around twist 20 toward
the head of individual 16 and caused to overlie the head of the
individual 16 and first portion 8 of the envelope 2. This may
be seen in Figure 4.

The edge 6 of envelope 2 1is, in this example,
elasticated along its entire length and accordingly edge 6 will,
assuming it has been extended by being placed around first
portion 8 and the head of individual 16, grip the head of the
individual 16. It is preferable that edge 6 is so dimensioned
when in a non-extended state that the edge has to be a little
extended when the covering of the present invention is in the

configuration as shown in Figure 4.
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The exact configuration of the envelope 2 may be varied
depending upon both the purpose for which the covering of the
present invention 1s required and the desired appearance of the
covering wihen completed as in Figure 4. The configuration shown
in Figures 1 to 4 does not allow for the individual 16 to have
particularly long hair. A configuration of envelope 2 as shown
in Figure 5 includes a portion 22 of first portion 8 of envelope
2 that will accommodate large amounts of long hair. The
embodiment of Figure 5 would be applied to an individual 16 in

the same fashion as shown in Figures 2,3 and 4.



- WO 00/60969 PCT/GB00/01351

’

CLAIMS:

1. A covering for a portion of a human head in which the
covering is an envelope formed from a flexible material and
provided with a mouth, said material defining the mouth of
the envelope, the 1length. of the edge of the material
defining the mouth being at least partially elastically
~extendable, the envelope and the mouth being dimensioned to
allow a first portion of the envelope to be placed over the
top and back portion of a human head and a second portion
of the envelope to extend forwards of the head, such that
on twisting of the second portion of the envelope through
at least 180° about an axis extending forwards from the
head, part of the second portion of the envelope may be
caused to overlie the first portion of the envelope on the

head.

2. A covering according to claim 1 in which the first portion
of the envelope 1is configured and dimensioned to
substantially match tb the contours of the back and top of
the head.

3. A covering according to claim 1 or 2 in which the second
portion of the envelope is larger than the first portion of

the envelope.

4. A covering according to claim 3 in which second portion of
the envelope is configured and dimensioned to substantially

match to the contours of the back and top of the head.
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at least a portion of the edge of the material defining
the mouth is hemmed so as to form a tube of material,

witnin which tube is located an elastic ribbon or string.

A covering according to claim 5 in which the tube extends

completely arocund the mouth of the envelope.

A covering according to any one of the previous claims in

which the material of the envelope is absorbent.

A covering according to claim 7, in which the material of

the envelope is towelling.

A method of using a covering for a portion of a human head
according to any one of the preceding claims consisting of
the steps of:

placing a first portion of the envelope over the top and
back portion of a human head and extending a second poftion
of the envelope forwards of the head;

twisting the second portion of the envelope through at
least 180° about an axis extending forwards from thc hcad;
and

causing the second portion of the envelope to overlie the

first portion of the envelope on the head.
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FIG. 1

FIG. 2

SUBSTITUTE SHEET (RULE 26)
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FIG. 4

SURSTITUTE SHEET (RULE 26)
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FIG. 5

SUBSTITUTE SHEET (RULE 26)
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