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UNITED STATES

Patent OrFrick,

FRANK M. TENNEY, OF DECATUR, ILLINOIS. °

SCOOP-BOARD.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 604,807, dated May 31, 1898,
Application fled December 18, 1897, Serial No. 662,461, (No model)

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, FRANK M. TENNEY, of
Decatur, in the county of Macon and State of
Illinois, have invented certain newand useful
Improvements in Scoop-Boards, of which the
following is a specification.

This invention relates to that class of SCo0D-
boards in which loops, hooks, or equivalent
hitch-bearings. are fastened onto the sides of
the wagon-bed, and hinges for the scoop-hoard
are fastened to the bed at the rear end of the
bottom thereof. Its principal object is to pro-
vide hitch-bearings and hinges that may be
attached to the bed without bolts or other
fastenings requiring mutilation of the bed.
It is exemplified in the structure hereinafter
described, and it is defined in the appended
claims.

In the drawings forming part,of this speci-
fication, Figure 1is a perspective representa-
tion of a scoop-board constructed in accord-
ance with my invention and attached to a
wagon-bed by means of my particular kind
of fastenings. Fig. 21isa berspective repre-
sentation of a saddle-clamp which is adapted
to be set onto the edge of a side-board of the
bed and to carry a hitch-bearing of the 8coop-
board. TFig. 8 shows one of the hiteh-bear-
ings and hinge-straps in perspective. Fig.4
represents in cross-section the manner in
which the saddle-clamp and the hinge-strap
are conjoined. T'ig.5 isa plan of a corner of
the scoop-board, showing details of a hinge.
Fig. 6 is a section on line « in Fig. 5.

In providing scoop - board attachments of
the character designated three things are es-
sential, as follows: The connections with the
bed must be sufficiently firm to stand the jar
incident to ordinary and even extraordinary
usage withoutbecoming detached orloosened.
They must be applicable to wagon-beds hav-
ingside-boardsof different heights, and when,
as in this case, the end-gate cleats are consid-
ered in making the connection provision must
be made for variationin the width of the cleats.
I meet these requirements in a manner that
will appear from the subjoined detailed de-
scription of the different features of the de-
vice. ‘

As afundamental element of the invention
I construct a pair of saddle-clamps composed
each of a saddle-block 4, adapted to rest hori-

zontally on the upper edge of a side-board 1
of the wagon-bed, and downward extensions
5,0,7,and 8. The extension 6 is adapted to
fit in the end-gate groove formed by vertical
cleats 2 and 3. Iixtension 5 is adapted to it
in frontof cleat 8. Extension 7 fits on the out-
side of the side-board opposite extension 6,
and extension 8 also fits against the outside
of the side-hoard approximately opposite ex-
tensjon 5. The extension 8 has a longitudi-
nal slot 8,which extends vertically. The in-
ner portion of the groove is widened, as shown
in Fig. 4, to provide for the head of bolt 16,
and the outer surface of the extension is pref-
erably corrugated horizontally.

The hinge and the hitch-bearing of one side
of the bed are integral, and they comprise a
plate 10, slotted horizontally at 11, a loop 12,
projecting laterally from a side of the slotted
plate and straddling the slot thereof, a strap
13, forming a continuation of plate 10, and a
hinge-hook 14 on the end of the strap. The
plate 10 is attached to the extension $ of the
saddle-clamp by means of a bolt 16, the head
whereof rests in the enlarged portion of groove
9, and the hooked end of the hinge-strap ex-
tends to the lower rear corner of the side-
board and rests on the under cross-cleat at
the rear end of the bed.

The scoop-board 17 has side wings 18, to
which are fastened lugs 19, and rods 20 ex-
tend from the lugs 19 through loops 12 and
terminate in hooks 21. Thelower corners of
the scoop-board are cut away, as shown in
Fig. 5, and in the spaces so formed hinge-
bearings for hooks 14 are fastened. These
bearings preferably comprise castings, as 24,
fastened to the side wings 18 and having at
their lower ends the rounded bearing por-
tions 23, adapted to fit into the hooks 14 of
the hinge-straps 13.

To attach a scoop-board to a wagon, the
saddle-clamps, which are rights and lefts, are
foreed into place astride the side-boards and
the inner cleats thereof, the plates of the
hinge-straps and hitch-bearing loops, which
are also rights and lefis, are fastened onto
the saddle-clamps in the manner hereinbe-
fore explained, the bearings 23 of the SC00P-
board are placed into the hooked ends of the
straps 13, the rods 20 are passed through
loops 12, the board is swang upward until
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the lugs 19 enter the loops, and the rods 20
are then swung into hooks 22 on the sides of
the wings in a manner and with a result that
are well understood.

If the widths of sidé-boards and cleats

thereon were uniform, the saddle-clamps, |

hitch-bearings, and hinge-straps might be
madeintegral and the attachment of the scoop-
boards be much simplified; but such is not
the case, and it therefore becomes necessary
to adjust the plates 10 on the extensions 8 of
the saddle-blocks. If the side-board is un-
usually narrow, the bolt 16 is moved upward
in slot 9. If theboardis unusually wide, the
bolt is moved downward and the plates 10
are moved backward or forward, as circum-
stances may require, in order to conform to
the width of the rear cleats and bring the
hiteh-loops 12 the proper distance from the
rear end of the bed to enable the rods 20 to
properly lock the scoop-board closed.

The extensions of the saddle-clamp are
made to closely embrace the side-boards of
the bed, and the inner ones fit between the
cleats and around the inner cleats in a man-
ner to effectually prevent the saddle-block
from tilting endwise and displacing the hitch-
loops and hinges. ‘

What I claim is—

1. A scoop-board fastening comprising a
saddle-block composed of horizontal portion
4 and downward extensions 5, 6,7 and 8, the

last-named extension being vertically slotted,
a plate 10 having a hitch-loop and a hinge-
strap and a bolt to bind the plate to the slot-
ted extension of the saddle-block, substan-
tially as set forth.

2. A scoop-board fastening comprising a
saddle-block composed of horizontal portion
4 and downward extensions 5, 6,7 and 8, the
last-named extension being vertically slotted,
a plate 10 slotted horizontally and having a
hitch-loop and a hinge-strap, and a bolt to
bind the plate to the slotted extension of the
saddle-block, substantially as set forth.

3. A scoop-board fastening comprising &
vertically-slotted member adapted to be se-
cured to a side-board of a wagon-bed, a plate
slotted horizontally and having a hitch-loop
and a hinge-strap, and a bolt to bind the hori-
zontally-slotted plate to the vertically-slotted
member, substantially as set forth.

4. In a scoop-board fastening, the combi-
nation of a plate slotted horizontally, a hitch-
loop on the plate, a hinge-strap extending
from the plate, and a bolt to fasten the plate
to a side-board of a wagon-bed, substantially
as set forth.

In testimony whereof I sign myname in the
presence of two subseribing witnesses.

FRANK M. TENNEY.

Attest:

II. O. TENNEY,
L. P. GRAHAM.
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