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Disclosed is a method and apparatus for automatically 
and continuously measuring the circumference and pres 
sure drop of a tobacco smoke filter rod preferably com 
posed of cellulose acetate fiber. In this invention a plu 
rality of tobacco smoke filter rods of cellulose acetate 
fiber are stored in a storage location and subsequently 
automatically transported from the storage location to a 
pressure drop measuring Zone wherein the pressure drop 
of the rod is automatically measured. The rod is then 
automatically transported to a circumference measuring 
zone wherein the circumference is automatically meas 
ured. The rod is then automatically transported away 
from the circumference measuring Zone. The method and 
apparatus of this invention advantageously reduces the 
time necessary to conduct similar measurements using 
conventional pressure drop and circumference measuring 
equipment that is not automatic and continuous in 
character. 
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