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(2,612,220
CONSTRUCTION OF VENETIAN- BLINDS)’Y
. ‘Walter: Turkowski, Hollywood; T1L, -
‘Application July 13, 1950, Serial No, 173,563 . -

. 111<'Claims~-
lv—, B

‘My--invention- re}ates to- adjustable wmdow
blinds of the: type ‘commonly known-as* Venetlan
blinds.-

"My inventiorr relates ‘more partlcularly to-Vene-
tian- blinds- of-the type that-are- adapted to be 5
suspended- vertlcally rather than the- usual hon-
zontal -position.

The principal object of the present- 1nvention
is-to-provide:-adjustable Venetian blinds embody-
ing-a plurality-of - normally- -vertically - disposed
slats~ or-shutters - -mounted- to turn-about -their
longitudinal -axis-to -various: positions- of adJust-
ment for controlling- ‘the -amount, and- -direction-
of light- -and-air- passing- threugh a- window:

"A:further: object-of“the-present’ invention .is-
to- prov1de wmdow plinds-of the-above-type-in
Whlch the. shutbters - or-'slats: are- -also mounted:
t0- swmg \laterally so-that they may be ad;ustably
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thelr posrtlons at thelr -upper: ends . 20
A further-object of:the mventmn 1§ fo prov1de
an-mproved:construction of this:type.of Venetian
blindiwhereby.-the. adjustable: gathering. -at: the:
lower -end:..may. he: controlled- by~ a ‘brace or rod
support member: that.-may:be. SWung to'a- tilted:
.or to. a horizontal position.. -Inits: horlzontal
position -the-slats. will be -hung: vertically.

A further object:of the:invention is to provide-
a:Venetian: blind unit. which may:. include; two-
sets:of vertically -hung slats;: the. mechanism- for:
tilting: the slats:or:gathering:the:lower:ends; ahd
the: entire unit:being: adapted to: be'suﬂimently
light: and sturdy.so..that it: can: be: hung upon
suitable brackets.in the: window: silk

‘A further- object of:the-invention: is to- prov;de
a mechanism-for swinging. the :lower-ends. of the:
slats. to:.the: side, which: mechanism may: beéiin-
the form of a bar:-orframe which has:a plurality:
of :slotted frames.spaced:and adapted to:receive.
individual slats so.-that the.slats-may be:held:
spaced comparatively rigid and in a.draped posi-:
tion:. when desired, the :mechanism: being such
that: partial. rotation: of- the:slats: is . permitted:
even:though: the:lower-ends:of the-same:may ihe:
gathered to one:side as in a draped-position.. - - = _

A-further ohject.of -the invention: is-to, provide: 4°
a-mechanism. of the-type.described for swinging,
the.slats to.a tllted position so: arranged that half:
of the slats: may. be controlled by one, mechan'

30

tran blmds w111 have the appearj .of
‘on the: wmdow

A further obJect of the inventlon is ’to provide;
a Venetian -blind of the, type descnbed ‘thatis
easily-and and simply. constructed yet sufﬁoiently
rigid and sturdy-so-that-it-can’ “he- given-Iong and-

25

‘ shown in Fxg 0

40
is* posrtmned and*is capable of operation so that
* if~can be moved back and-forth or the slats ro-:

(CIL.-160=-1686) -

2

‘hald “usage -without becoming broken or out of,

order.

‘Other- objects-and: advantages will be more ap-
parent from:the-following -description wherein
reference is had to the accompanymg drawmgs,
upon ‘which-

F1g 1-is & front elévational ‘view'showing the.
assembly of ‘g -complete Venetian blind unit cap-
able of- being-hung-in a window: frame

Fig: 2-ig-a plan view thereof; : :

‘Fig. 3-is-a full sized; cross—sectmnal vxew taken
on ‘the-line-3—:38+of Fig:1; i

Fig- 4+is a-view- of-the parts shown-in “Fig; L
in- a—-changed position -with the slats partlally
shuttmg out-light-or-airs-

Fig: 5 is-a vertical -sectional v1ew taken gen-
erally o the line-5—5-0f Fig: 1;- -

Figs 6 is an-enlarged fragmentary s1de view
of-the parthshown in-Fig:5;

Fig:- 7 is-a-detailed plan v1ew taken -on:‘line
1—1 of Fig. 5;

Flg -8 isa- s1m~1~1ar~ view taken -on hne 8—8-of

F1g 9 is a front elevatronal view showing the
assembly of-a-complete ‘Venetian blind: unit sim-
ilar-te Fig: 1 but-with-the slat-tilting-or gather= -
ing: mechamsm connected~to the- forward slat of+
the assembly, i -

Pig.-10-isan- enlarged sectlonal v1ew thereof

'take_on the lihe-10-—100f Fig: 9; and-

fragmentary view of the parts

“In-the em.bod1ment of" the invention which T
have chosen to 111ustrate, I prov1de a frame mem--

rber ‘10-adapted to ‘be suspended. in the window. -

frame on suitable brackets 12, _capable of atfachs, :
ment in the window frame in any suitable ér
desirable: manner, Itis 1mportant that the frame
member 10 ke securely mounted -in_the window -
frame a.s from-it the-entire Venetlan blind unit,

tated to increase or decrease the.amount of light.:
and-air- perrmtted to.enter through the same. It
is further-desirable that the entireunit be capable
of*being  lifted off-the supporting, brackets and:

“handled-ag a unit so that it may. be easily re-

moved to‘wash:the wmdows or so that’ free, access
may-be; ‘Had-to the window frame.

As- prevmusly mentloned,ﬂthe frame member
10, which is suspended.in the window may: have

- a-vertigally: dlsposed rod- member, 14 connected, -

thereto’ by a- screw member 16°and" adapted 1o
be-braced-at: itsTower end by, a wall ‘bracket” i§;

cennected to the wall Wby a screw, ‘member 20,
The* bracket 18; as shown in Fig,’8; may have.

& forwardly extending slot 22'to receive the shank :
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of a screw member 24 mounted in the bottom
end of the rod 4 and by means of which the rod
is fastened to the bracket {8.

A plurality of vertically disposed slats 28 may
hang from rod members 28 which are provided
with a head 30 and loosely fastened through the
frame member 10 and supported thereon by cot-
ter pin members 32.  Each of the rods or.pin
members- 28 carries ‘an upper bracket 34 which
has a hook member 36 extending forwardly
therefrom to pass through an opening 38 in the
slat 26 so that the slat may be suspended there-
from. 'The upper bracket 34 is elongated as

10

shown to extend beyond the ends of the slat 2§ .

so that when there is a tendency to turn the slat

about the hook 36, the entire slat will be guided-

in a turning manner by means of the elongated
bracket.

As previously mentioned, I have provided an
improved means for swinging the slats to a tilted
position or for gathering the same. in a draped
posmon when desired.  This mechanism may in-
clude a unitary assembly adapted to be slidably
mounted upon the rigid rod member- 14, a,nd
may include & collar 40 which has a square open-
ing 42 $0 that. it may be telescopically mounted
upon the rod member i4 and slidable up and
. down thereon. I provide a knob member 42 for

moving the same when desired, the collar being
capable of being frictionally held in a desired
position by means of a spring pressed ball mem-
ber 44 mounted in the arm 46 of the collar 40.
"The arm 48 has a link member 48 positioned
" thereon and pivotally connected thereto -by
means of a pin member 50, the link 48 being piv-
otally connected at its two ends to & pair of
brackets. 52 and 54 connected to a pair of ver-
tically disposed side members 56 and 58 of the
slat adjusting assembly.
‘The - slat . adjusting assembly may 1nclude
spaced guide frames 60 which comprise a pair of
flat- vertical wall members 62 and 64 welded-or

4
sembly of slats associated therewith will be pulled
inwardly, and only a short movement of the slat
gathering unit is necessary to quickly and effec-
tively pull all the slats to a side position in a
drape effect. With this assembly the innermost
slat 26a is, as pointed out, securely attached to
the slat gathering unit, the pivotal connection
thereto being more clearly shown in Figs. 10 and
11, and ineluding a rivet or other fastener 81
passing through the spaced wall members 62 and
64 and an opening in slat 26a.

From the above and foregoing description it
can be seen that I have provided a new con-
struction of vertically hung Venetian blind unit

. that is easily and simply assembled, and one that

is easily and simply operated. The unit for op-

- erating the blinds may be used to either turn the

49

otherwise secured at their ends to a pair of plvot ‘

members 66 and 68 havmg a pin portion which
extends through suitable -openings in U-shaped
brackets 70 and T2 mounted for rotation upon
suitable bolt or rivet members 14 and. 76 con-
nected to the vertical side members 56 and 58.
- 'With this construction the guide frame whmh has
the spaced wall members 62 and 64 upon oppo-
site sides of a slat 26, movement of the slat ad-
justing unit by means of the knob K will swing
the set of slats in a counter-clockvwse direction
elther to. the right or left as shown in Figs 3
‘ and 4.of the drawings.’
“In“its preferred construction the 1nnermost
slat 26a is adapted fo have a stop 26b secured
thereto ‘and capable of supporting the adjusting

45

individual slats in unison, or it may be used to
gather the lower ends of the slats to one side so
that the slats will hang in the window and pro-
duce a drape effect. With the individual guide
frames for each of the slats which I have pro-
vided, the entire assembly will always have a neat
and uniform appearance, all of the slats being
equally spaced and turned in unison to the exact
degree desired.

I contempla.te that changes and modlﬁcatlons
may be made in the exact details shown, and I
do not wish to be limited in any particular;
rather what I.desire to secure and. protect by
Letters Patent of the United States is: ]

1. The combination with a blind consisting of

‘a- plurality .of vertically suspended slats having

means for turning adjustment about their lateral
axis of a frame from which said slats are:sus-
pended, a rod member extending downwardly
from said frame, and means extending therefrom
for rigidly holding said slats in -vertical position
or in- any predetermined  turned position, said
means including a collar slidably mounted on said
rod member, a2 pair of arms extending therefrom
and guide frames connected thereto, said slats ex-
tended through said guide frames.

2. The combination with g blind con51st1ng of: .
a plurality of vertically suspended slats having
means for turning adjustment .about their: lat-
eral axis of a:frame from which said slats are

- suspended,‘a rod member extending downward-

50

o
ot

ly from said frame, and means extending there-
from for -rigidly. holding said slats in. vertical
position or in any predetermined turned. posi-
tion, said means .including a. collar  slidably

_mounted on said rod member, a pair of arms ex-

tending therefrom and guide frames:connected
thereto, said slats extended through said guide
frames, said arms pivotally connected to said col~
lar whereby when said collar is raised said slats.

“are drawn together at their lower ends to produce

assembly in a horizontal position as shown in -

. Pigs. 1 and '5 of the drawings. Howeéver, when
it is desired to pull the lower ends of the slats to
the side to provide'a drape effect of the same,
" the. collar member 48 may be moved upwardly
on the rigid rod i4 against the stop (5 thereon,
as shown in dotted lineés in Fig. 1, and the slats
will- assume the position shown in the dotted
lines ‘with the lower ends of the .same gathered
" by reason. of the downwardly dlrected pos1tion of
the slat gathering assembly.

-In the modification of the invention shown in
] .F1gs 9.to 11, I have shown the slat gathering

unit 80 with the left guide frame 60a rigidly
connected to the slat 26a at a point generally
below the middle of the slat.. Thus when the col-

lar 40 is raised on the rod member 14, the as-

60
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70

75

a drape effect.

3. The combination Wlth a Venetian blind con-
sisting of a top frame member, brackets at each
end of the same, a plurality of equally spaced pin
members suspended from said’ frame member, a
bracket pivetally connected to the lower end of
each of said pin members, each of said brackets
having a hook portion, a thin slat hung on each
hook portion, a rod member exteriding down-
wardly from said top frame member at one end
thereof, a collar slidably mounted on said rod
member, an arm on one side of said collar, a link
pivotally mounted on said arm, parallel vertical-
1y.disposed side members pivotally connected to
said link, ‘and slat guide frames pivotally connect-
ed betvveen said vertlcal side members, a slat
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extending downwardly through each of said guide
frames and capable of turning movement thereby.

4. The combination with a Venetian blind con--

sisting of a top frame member, brackets at each
end of the same; a plurality of equally spaced pin
members suspended from said frame member, 2,
Jbracket pivotally connected to the lower end of
each of said pin members, each of said brackets
having a hook portion, a thin slat hung on each
hook portion, a rod member extending down-
wardly from said top frame member at one end
thereof, a collar slidably mounted on said rod
member, an arm on one side of said collar, a link
pivotally mounted on said arm, parallel vertical~
ly disposed side members pivotally connected to

sald lnk, and slat guide frames pivotally con-

nected between said vertical side members, a slat
extending downwardly through each of said
gulde frames and capable of turning movement
thereby, each of said guide frames mounted for
horizontal and vertical turning movement be-
tween said parallel side members.

5. The combination with a Venetian blind con-
sisting of a top frame member in the form of a
square rod, brackets at each end of the same,
a plurality of equally spaced brackets suspended
therefrom, each of said brackets having a hook
portion, a thin slat hung on each hook portion,
a rod member extending downwardly from said
top frame member at one end thereof, a collar
slidably mounted on said rod member, an arm
on one side of said collar, a link pivotally mount-
ed on said arm, parallel vertically disposed side
members pivotally connected to said link, and
slat guide frames pivotally connected between
said vertical side members, g slat extending down-
wardly through each of said guide frames and
capable of turning movement thereby.

6. The combination with a Venetian blind con-
sisting of a top frame member in the form of a
square rod, brackets at each end of the same, a
plurality of equally spaced brackets suspended
therefrom, each of said brackets having a hook
portion, a thin slat hung on each hook portion, a
rod member extending downwardly from said top
frame member at one end thereof, a collar slid-
ably mounted on said rod member, an arm on one
side of said collar, a link pivotally mounted on
said arm, parallel vertically disposed side mem-
bers pivotally connected to said link, and slat
guide frames pivotally connected between said
vertical side members, a slat extending down-
wardly through each of said guide frames and

capable of turning movement thereby, each- of.

said guide frames having parallel spaced walls
through which a slat extends.

7. The combination with a Venetian blind
consisting of a top frame member, brackets at
each end of the same, a plurality of equally spaced
pin members suspended from said frame member,
& bracket pivotally connected to the lower end
of each of said pin members. each of said brackets
having a hook portion. a thin slat hung on each
hook portion, a rod member extending down-
wardly from said top frame member at one end
thereof, a collar slidably mounted on said rod
member, an arm on one side of said collar, a
link pivotally mounted on said arm, parallel
vertical side members pivotally connected to said
link, and slat guide frames pivotally connected
between said vertical side members, a slat ex-
tending downwardly throush each of said guide
frames and capable of turning movement there-
by, the end guide frame being pivotally connect-
ed to the end slat extending therethroush.

8. The combination with a Venetian blind con~
sisting of a top frame member, brackets at each
end of the same, a plurality of equally spaced
pin members suspended from said frame mem-
ber, a bracket pivotally connected to the lower
end of each of said pin members, each of said

- brackets having a hook portion, a thin slat hung

on each hook portion, a rod member extending
downwardly from said top frame member at one
end thereof, a collar slidably mounted on said
rod member, an arm on one side of said collar, a
link pivotally mounted on said arm, parallel
vertical side members pivotally connected to said

 link, and slat guide frames pivotally ¢onnected

20

30

between said vertical side members, a slat ex-
tending downwardly through each of said guide
frames and capable of turning movement there-
by, the end guide frame being pivotally con-
nected to the end slat extending. therethrough

_whereby when said collar is raised and the end

slat pulled inwardly by said guide frame, the re-

maining slats are gathered to form a drape effect.

8. A Venetian blind comprising a horizontal
support rod, a plurality of spaced pivots there-
on, a 'plurality of individual slats suspended from
said pivots, a side rod member extending down-
wardly from said support rod at one side thereof,
and means extending therefrom for rigidly hold-
ing said slats in vertical position, said means ca-
pable of pivotal sideways movement to swing all

.0f said slats about thelr pivots, said means in-

cluding a frame having side walls and individual
slat embracing frames pivotally mounted therein.,
~ 10. The combination with window blinds com-
prising a pair of blinds adapted to be mounted in
alignment in a window, each of said blinds com-

. prising a frame member capable of support upon

40
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60

65

70

75

a pair of brackets mounted in said window, a
plurality of pivotally mounted slats vertically
suspended from. each of said frame members, a
rod member extending downwardly from each of
sald frame members at opposite sides of each of
said blinds, and means associated with each of
said rod members for either turning said slats
or draping the same adjacent the lower end to-
ward said rod members, said means including a
frame pivotally connected to each of said rod
members and slidable thereon.

11. The combination with window blinds com-
prising a pair of blinds adapted to be mounted
in alignment in a window, each of said blinds
comprising a frame member capable of support
upon a pair of brackets mounted in said window,
a plurality of pivotally mounted slats vertically
suspended from each of said frame members, a
rog:l member extending downwardly from each of
sald frame members at opposite sides of each of
said blinds, and means associated with each of
said rod members for either turning said slats or
draping the same adjacent the lower engd toward
said rod members, said means including a frame
pivotally connected to each of said rod members
and slidable thereon, the end slat being pivotally
connected to said frame adiacent its end.

WALTER TURKOWSKI.
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