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3,9765 
STORAGE AND CAERYING CASE FOR 

EARESERS RESTRUMENTS 
Robert Bozier, 1658 Montgoaery St., Raaway, N.S. 

Fied Sept. 22, 1965, Ser. No. 139,963 
4. Claims. (C. 266-16) 

This invention relates, generally construed, to an im 
proved kit or case which is expressely designed and 
reliably adapted to serve the daily working and other 
needs of a barber and has to do, more particularly stated, 
with a special adaptation which embodies simple and prac 
tical facilities for aptly storing, carrying, sterilizing and 
handling interchangeable clipper blades, razors, combs, 
shears and other instruments and working tools. 

Firsthand and on-the-job experience has repeatedly 
posed the problem of how best to prepare the barber for 
inhampered and commendable service to customers, par 
ticularly the cines who are restlessly impatient and others 
who make Io special demands on the barber's time and 
patience. The trained barber is aware of the expecta 
tions and requirements of his regular customers but few 
customers are apparently aware of or concerned with the 
perplexing difficulties of a busy competent barber. With 
out going into detail it is the general objective in the 
instant matter to consider the pressures and circumstances 
of the hard-pressed barber and to come to his aid by offer 
ing for his use an ingenious instrument storing and pocket 
size carrying case, one having novel ways and means 
whereby the barber can speed up his activities and, at the 
same time, do a better customer-Serving job. 
To the ends desired it is to be kept in mind that prevail 

ing barber shop practice necessitates the use of a set 
of standardized interchangeable easy-to-damage clipper 
blades. Generally speaking, seven clipper blades con 
stitute a set. The blades of the exemplary set herein 
considered are identified by markings, for instance, 000, 
1, 0A, 1A, 1/2, 2 and 0. The fact that varying hair 
cutting situations involve discriminating selective use of 
Such blades necessitates keeping the blades available in an 
rderly manner. To be sure, different barbers resort to 

their own makeshift practices in achieving this time 
saving result. It follows that a significant aspect of the 
present concept has to do with an innovation which en 
abies the user to function in an almost effortless manner 
by having all of the blades within convenient reach and 
range of rise. To accomplish this highly desirable result, 
means is provided whereby the barber is enabled to keep 
each blade in a definite place and position so that it can 
be selected and, after use, returned to its intended place, 
thus saving valuable time and minimizing the likelihood 
of confusion and perplexing delays. 
More specifically, the means above touched upon serves 

to concentrate and consolidate the blades of the overall 
set by racking them in a suitable holder, for example, a 
simple plastic or equivalent tray. This accomplishment 
is attained by way of individual blade retainers fixed 
within the confines of the tray so that the blades stand 
upright in readiness for removal and replacement. Not 
only this, each blade retainer is clearly marked to match 
the blade which is stored thereon using the aforemen 
tioned designations 000, 1, 0A, 1A, 1%, 2 and 0 accord 
ingly. 

Then, too, the stated retainers, usually simple upstand 
ing lugs, pins, posts or the like, are orderly arranged to 
properly space the blades and minimize damage or 
breakage. With this factor in mind there is a front row 
of retainers marked from left to right 000, 1, 0A and 1A, 
and in addition a spaced parallel back row ranging from 
left to right and marked 1%, 2 and 0, thus systematizing 
the positions of the biades and making it possible for the 

O 

5 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

60 

65 

70 

2 
barber to select and pick out the needed blade by feel 
and touch and in due time, to do so without turning 
around to view of the blades in the tray or rack. 

It is to be mentioned here that the Board of Health 
requires that barbers must keep blades covered when not 
in use and while the blade storing selector-type rack or 
holder could possibly be placed in a cabinet drawer or the 
like, it is another object of the present invention to pro 
vide a feasible and practical storing case. In fact, the 
case is not only a container for enclosing the rack-tray 
and blades, it constitutes means for sterilizing the same 
and also the other tools and instruments contained or 
housed therein. This result is achieved by charging the 
container space with formaldehyde fumes emanating from 
a saturated cotton ball or plug secreted in the case pref 
erably in a sliding instrument drawer which is incorpio 
rated in the case. 

Briefly summarized, the invention is characterized by 
an open top container, a readily operable and closable 
cover operatively mounted atop and normally lidding 
over and effectually closing said container, said cover 
being made of transparent material and permitting un 
hampered viewing of the interior and contents of the 
case, readily accessible fastening means for the cover 
whereby the cover may be securely retained and so that 
a cotton ball or plug charged with formaldehyde may be 
confined in the case and the funes therefrom used to 
keep the enclosed contents in required aseptically clean 
and sanitary condition, and readily accessible means with 
in the confines of the closed case for systematically posi 
tioning and effectively holding a set of clipper blades. 

These together with other objects and advantages which 
will become Subsequently apparent reside in the details 
of construction and operation as more fully hereinafter 
described and claimed, reference being had to the ac 
companying drawing forming a part hereof, wherein like 
numerals refer to like parts throughout, and in which: 
FIGURE 1 is a view in perspective of a multipurpose 

storage and carrying case constructed in accordance with 
the principles of the invention and showing the cover 
in open position; 
FIGURE 2 is a central longitudinal section with the 

cover closed and showing one of the clipper blades in 
phantom lines; 
FIGURE 3 is a transverse or cross-section centrally 

taken through FIGURE 2; and 
FIGURE 4 is a fragmentary view in perspective utilized 

to show the name plate. 
Referring to the views of the drawing, the case as an 

entity is denoted by the numeral 6. As is perhaps evident 
the case employed is preferably, but not necessarily, seven 
inches long, five inches wide and three inches deep. The 
case and enclosed component parts may be made of clear 
hard plastic material, aluminum, Lucite or any lightweight 
metal which, if employed, will be provided with a trans 
parent glass or plastic top. The case shown is of a suit 
able grade of commercial plastics and is such that it pro 
vides the desired features of compactness and convenience 
and enables the barber to systematically store and carry 
his equipment from one shop to another. The bottom 
component may be conveniently described as a box or 
container 8 embodying a flat bottom wall 19, front wall 
12, Spaced parallel back or rear wall 4 and adjoining 
end walls. 16. The front wall is provided adjacent the 
bottom with a rectangular slot or opening 18 to facilitate 
opening and closing the sliding drawer 20. Suitable key 
!controlled locking means 22 and 24 is provided to prevent 
accidental or unauthorized opening of the drawer. The 
drawer is of suitable depth and interiorly provided with a 
divider or partition 26 defining compartments for combs, 
Shears and miscellaneous working tools such as are corn 
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monly used by barbers. The cross-section of the end 
Walls, adjacent the bottom wall, may be increased, as at 
28 to provide ledges for the bodily insertable and remov 
able blade racking and storing means, more particularly 
the tray 30. This arrangement allows the drawer to be 
operated independently of the tray in an obviously advan 
tageous nanner. The tray comprises a horizontal bottom 
Wall 32 and upstanding longitudinal and traverse mar 
ginal walls 34. The combined depth of the drawer and 
tray equals the depth of the container or receptacle por 
tion of the box 8. 
The cover corresponds in shape and size to the box or 

container 8 and it is denoted by the numeral 36. The 
cover comprises a clear transparent flat top wall 38 and 
a depending skirt-like rim embodying a front wall 43, 
hinged rear wall 42 and transverse end walls 4. The edges 
of the walls just described rest atop the edges of the box 
Wails 2, 4 and 6 in the manner shown, that is, when the 
cover is closed. The front wail is provided with a keeper 
46 to accommodate Suitable locking means 48 on the 
front wall 12 thus locking the closed cover. The under 
neath side of the top wall 38 is provided with suitably 
paired and appropriately constructed and mounted straps 
50 to accommodate razors, one of which is shown in 
dotted lines at 52. In one corner or wherever desired 
the cover is provided with an appropriate name plate 53. 

Taking up now the highly significant aspect of the over 
all concept reference is again made to the tray 339. This 
tray and the facilities therein may be treated broadly as 
an insertable and renovable covered rack for orderly 
storage and retention of the aforenientioned clipper blades 
one of which is shown at 53 in F.G. 2. The blade retainers 
(keepers or holders) may vary in construction. Practice 
has shown, however, that substantially L-shaped clips 
may be satisfactorily employed. As shown in FIG. 3 in 
particular, the horizontal limb 53 of the clip is screwed or 
otherwise fastened in place as at 6 to properly position 
the upstanding or vertical arm 62. This arm is prefer 
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ably rectangular in cross-section to fit into the usual slot 
in the base or body of the clipper blade. 56. The retainers 
62 are arranged in front and rear rows. They are spaced 
equidistances from each other and in the exact order and 
relationship depicted in the drawing. With this systema 
tized arrangement of retainers they serve to accommadiate 
insertable and removable clipper blades 56. The retainers 
in the front row from left to right are identified as 000, 
1, 0A, and 1A. Those in the back row are identified as 
1%, 2 and 0. With this construction and arrangement 
it will be evident that blades having corresponding iden 
tifications will, of course, be fitted and stored on their 
respectively usable retainers. Retainers in the position 
and relationship illustrated are important in that they fit 
the clipper blades to prevent the teeth of the blades from 
touching and also reduce the likelihood of breakage. Fur 
ther and as before mentioned with the retainers and blades 
properly correlated the blades are in correct positions to 
facilitate picking out the desired blade by touch alone and 
often without turning to view the case. It is reiterated 
that if the case be made of other than transparent mate 
rial the lid or cover must be of transparent material. In 
addition to the blades the case aptly and satisfactorily 
holds and stores combs, at least a pair of shears and a 
complete set of working tools. Also all the instruments 
can be sterilized in the case with formaldehyde fumes 
from a cotton plug preferably placed in the lower level 
of the case. 

It is believed that a careful consideration of the speci 
fication and claims in conjunction with the drawings will 
enable the reader to obtain a clear understanding of the 
invention, construction and arrangement of parts. 
The foregoing is considered as illustrative only of the 

principles of the invention. Further, since numerous mod 
ifications and changes will readily occur to those skilled 
in the art, it is not desired to limit the invention to the 
exact construction and operation shown and described, 
and accordingly all suitable naodifications and equivalents 
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may be resorted to, failing within the Scope of the inven 
tion as claimed. 
What is cained as iew is as follows: 
. For use by and adapted to serve the needs of a 

barbar; a portable tool storing and protecting case for 
protectively and retentively enclosing a plurality of 
cipper blades, personal razors and privately owned bar 
bering tools and instruments comprising: a portable box 
having a botton wall provided innarginally with upstand 
iing interconnected front, back and end walls and defining 
a receptacle portion, interior surfaces of said end walls 
being increased in thickness just above the plane of the 
bottom waii and defining a pair of coplanar spaced paral 
le ledges, said ledges being disposed in a common piae 
iocated at a predeterimined distance below the plane of 
the upper edges of said front, back and end walls, said 
front wall having a slot therein to accommodate and 
permit sliding of a cooperating portion of a drawer, a 
drawer slidable in the lower portion of said receptacle 
portion with upper edges of its walls in a plane even 
with the plane of the aforementioned isdges, a readily 
insertable and removable tray also located in the recep 
tacle portion and having a bottom seated atop the ledges 
and also cooperating edges of the walls of Said drawer, 
said tray being provided on its interior with a plurality 
of accessible L-shaped clipper biade positioning clips, 
said clips being arranged in rows and prescribed distances 
from each other and having horizontal and vertical por 
tions and said vertical portions constituting fixed retain 
ers and assuming upwardiy disposed positions in the 
receptacle portion of the tray and being of a height equal 
to the height of the walls of the tray, each retainer being 
distinguishably marked with predetermined readily view 
able indicia corresponding with like indicia on the clipper 
blade which is adapted to be temporarily fitted and re 
movably held thereoin, said retainers being distinct and 
spaced apart a prescribed distance froni each other, there 
being a front row of retainers and, in addition, a back 
row of retainers arranged and related in Such a manner 
that repetitious application and removal of the clipper 
blades in respect to the retainers enables the user to ac 
quire habitual and conditioned ability which makes pos 
sible the systematic selection and return of a needed 
clipper biade with facility and certainty, a plurality of 
eadily applicabie and removable clipper blades having 
recessed portions fitted on and over tie vertical retainer 
portions of the respectively intended clips so that the 
biades are in upstanding ready-to-use position and are 
systematicaily arranged, and a transparent cover mounted 
atop said receptacle portion and provided with key 
controlled fastening means whereby the cover is Securely 
locked in a closed position. 

2. The structure defined in claim and wherein Said 
cover has a top wail and depending marginal walls with 
lower edges resting atop the upper edges of the Walls of 
said box, the depth of the cover being proportional with 
the height of the clipper blades when in retained posi 
tions on said clips in a manner to prevent any portions 
of the cover from contacting and damaging the teeth of 
the blades. 

3. The structure according to claim and wherein 
said tray is of an area in plain less than the plan area 
of said box and also said slidable drawer, said drawer 
being adapted to contain a plurality of combs and shears 
and other working tools as well as a cotton ball or plug 
charged with formaldehyde, and said cover being pro 
vided on its interior underneath side with holders for 
a2OS 
4. The structure defined in claim and wherein the 

vertical retainer portions of said clips embody broad 
front surfaces, each of said surfaces being significantly 
marked and distinguishably designated 000, 1, 0A and so 
on for selective reception and reliable retention of corre 
spondingly marked clipper blades. 
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